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INTRODUCTION. 


Tue difficulty and importance of a pub- 
Jic ftation is fuffictent to animate the exer- 
tion of great abilities, It is no finall tri- 
but® of public praife to admit that Mr. 
Dundas has combined in one act of Parlia- 
ment the interefts of Great Britain and 
of the Eaft-India Company, and that the 
profperity of Great Britain and of Britifh 
India is attainable by the judicious applica» 
tion of its powers. 


Credit may be given to Mr. Francis whon 
he fays, ‘* that he would abandon the 
 fabjeQ of India for ever, if he could, 
* but that he will not confult his cafe at 
“* the expence of his honour*.” When 
he proceeds to fay that Mr. Dundas’s prin- 
ciples and declarations, though barren and 
unprédu@tive in his hands, will not be 


* Mr. Francis Specch, April 23, 1793 and Par- 
liamentary Debates, Dedbrett. 


b 


fi] 

ufelefs in his own *, it becomes neceffary 
for thofe who diflent from any part of the 
prefent fyftem, to examine the foundations 
of Mr. Francis’, plans, and the extent of 
the meafures which his honour urges him 
to inculcate, and which he has fo fuccefs- 
fully diffufed among the moft eminent men 
of this country, and continues to promul- 
gate +. The revenue regulations of Tippoo 
Sultaun appeared conclufive both againft 
Mr. Francis and Sir Yohn Shore's revenue 
plans; from fentiments of humanity, 
which had been awaked during the exer- 
cife of a delegated truft, and were not 
flifled, affer the duty had ceafed, I had 
fenta ne of that work to the prefs, that 
it might be known, when I read the fol- 
lowing article in the Morning Chronicle of 
the 18th of July, 1793: . 


* Mr. Francis’ Speech, 23d Apsil, 1793, and Par- 
liamentary Debates. Deby ert. 

t Vide Quiginal Minutes, &c. 1776. Dedrctt, 1782. 
— Heads of Mr., Francis’ Speech, 23d April, 1792. 
Debrett.— Letter fiom Mr. Francis to Lord North, 
1996. Debritt, 6793.~And in allthe Regifters, &c. 
and Debates on India affaiis. 


[ iw ] 

¢ We are happy in being able to ftate 
to the public, that the humane and rational * 
principle for which Mr. [francis has for 
years contended, in behalf of the natives 
of India, namely, that the ruling power, 
let its title to the dominion be what it 
would, neither was, nor could be, propri- 
etor of the foil, is now eftablithed by 
fuck dire& pofitive evidence, as it is not 
in the power of rapacity itfelf to contro- 
vert, though fupported as it has been by 
fophiftry, fraud, and falfehood. It is a fean- 
dal to the name of Brita that fuch a 
queftion fhould have been permitted to 
fubfift; but it is now at laft decided ; and 
if the pretended reprefentatives of a fociety 
of merchants thould {till continue to grafp 
the entire rents of the country, in’ their 
affumed character of proprietors of the 
lands, they muft do it now by avowed and 
barefaced violence, All their other titles 
to plunder Juda are annihilated by evi- 
dence, as they ought to have been long 
fince by reafon, policy, and juftice. We 
have taken the following curious docu- 
ment from the Supplement to the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 27th of . December, 

62 


[ iv } 

1792, and we give it to our readers not 
only as a proof of the learning and bene- 
volence of the excellent author, but of the 
prattical utility of the learning and talents 
of ftudious men, when applied, as they 
have been uniformly by Sir William Yones, 
to the benefit of mankind.” 








“ The importance of the fubjeét itfelf, and the 
refpeét due to the learned author, render it 
unnecefary to apologize for publifoing the 

Sollowing Lixtraét from the Preface to the 
Al Sirajiyyah, /ately publifbed by Sir Wil- 


liam-Fones.” 


“ Unlefs I am greatly deceived, the 
work now prefented to the public, decides 
the queftion which has been flarted, whe~ 
ther by the Moghul con/ffitution, the fovereign 
be not the fole proprietor of all the land in 
his empire, which be or his predeceffors have 
not granted to a fubject and his heirs; for 
nothing can be more certain, than that 
land, renis, and goods ave, in the language 


Ev 
of all Mahomedan lawyers, property alike 
alienable and inberttable; and fo far is the 
fovereign from having any right of property 
in the goods or lands of his people, that 
even efcheats are never appropriated to his 
ufe, but fallinto a fund for the relief of 
the poor. Sharif expreffly mentions fields 
and Aoufes as inheritable and alienable pro- 
perty: he fays, that a Aowfe, on whjch 
there is a lien, fhall not be fold to defray 
even funeral expences, and that if a man 
dig a well ix his own field, and another man 
perifh by falling into it, he incurs no 
guilt; but, if he had trefpafled on the field 
of another man, and had been the occafon 
of death, he muft pay the price of blood; 
that duildings and trees pafs by a fale of 
land, though not converfely; and he al- 
ways exprefles what we call property by 
an emphatical word implying dominion. 
Such dominion, fays he, may be acquired 
by the aét of parties, as in the cafe of con- 
traéis, or, by the a& of dew, as in the 
cafe of defcent; and, having obferved, that 
reedom is the civil exifence and life of a man, 
but flavery bis death and annihilation, he 
adds, decaufe freedom eftablifoes bis right of 


[vw] 
property, which chiefly diftinghifoes man from 
other animals, and from things inanimate ; fo 
that he would, have confidered -/ubjeéts 
without property (which, as he fays in ano- 
ther place, comprifes every thing thata man 
may fell, or give, or leave for his heirs) as 
mere flaves without civil life: yet Sharif 
was beloved and rewarded by the very ¢on- 
qieror from whom the imperial houfe of 
Delbi boatted of their defcent. The Koran 
allots to certain kindied of the deceafed 
{pecific thares of what he left, without a 
fyllable in the book that intimates a thade 
of diftin@ions between realty and perfo- 
nalty; there is therefore no diftinétion, 
for interpreters muft make none, where 
the Jaw has not diftinguifhed : as to Ma- 
homed, he fays in pofitive words, that if 
a man leave either property or rights, they 
go to his heirs; and Sharif adds, that an 
heir fucceeds to bis anceftor’s efate with an 
abjolute right of ownerfbip, right of poffefion, 
and power of alienation, Now I arh fully 
perfuaded that no Muffiddman, Prince, in any 
age or country, would have harboured a 
thought of controverting thefe authouities, 


Had the dodtiine lately broached been fug- 


[ vit J 
gefted to the ferocious, but politic and 
religious Omar, he would, in his beft 
mood, have afked his counfellor fternly, 
whether he imagined himfelf wifer than 
God and his Prophet, and, in one of his 
paflionate fallies, would have {purned him 
as a blafphemer from his prefence, had he 
been even his deareft friend or his ableft 
general: the placid and benevolent Ah 
would have given a harfh rebuke to fuch 
an advifer; and Aurungsebe himfelf, the 
bloodieft of affaffins and the moft avaricious 
of men, would not have adopted and pro- 
claimed fuch an opinion, whatever his 
courtiers and flaves might have faid, in 
their zeal to aggrandize their mafler, toa 
foreign phyfician and philofopher, who too 
haftily believed them, and aferibed to fuch 
a fyftem all the defolation of which he had 
been a witnefs, Conqueft could have 
made no difference; for, either the law of 
the conquering nation was eftablifhed in 
India, or that of the conquered was fuf. 
fered to remain: if the firft, the Korda 
and the diéfa of Mahomed were fountains, 
too facred to be violated, both of public 
and private law ; if the fecond, there is 


[ vii J 

an end of the debate; for the old Hindoos 
moft affuredly were abfolute Proprietors of 
their land, though they called their fove- 
reigns Lords of the Earth; as they gave 
the title of Gods on Earth to the Brdbmins, 
whom: they punifhed, neverthelefs, for 
theft with all due feverity. Should it be 
urged, that, although an Indian: prince 
may have no right, in his ewecutive capa- 
city, to the land of his fubjects, yet, as 
the fole /egiflative power, he is above con- 
troul; I anfwer firmly, that Indian prin- 
ces never had, nor pretended to have, an 
unlimited legiflative authority, but were 
always under the controul of laws believed 
to be divine, with which they never clai- 
med any power of difpenfing.” 


«¢ Tam happy in an opportunity of ad- 
vancing thefe arguments againit a doétrine 
which I think unjuft, unfounded, and big 
with ruin ; for in the courfe of nine years, 
Ihave feen enough of thefe provinces and 
their inhabitants, to be convinced, that, if 
we hope to make our government a bleffing 
to them and a durable benefit to ourfelves, 
we muft realize our hope, not by wring- 


[ ix J 
ing for the prefent the largeft poffible re- 
venue from our Afiatic fubjedts, but by 
taking no more of their wealth than the 
public exigencies, and their own fecurity, 
may aétually require; not by diminithing 
the intereft, which landlords muft naturally 
take in zheir ows foil, but by augmenting 
it to the utmoft, and giving them affu- 
rance that it will defcend to their heirs: 
when their laws of propetty, which they 
literally hold /acred, fthall in pragtice be 
fecured to them; when the land-tax fhall 
be fo moderate that they cannot have a 
coloured pretence to rack their tenants, 
and when they fhall have hdd a well- 
grounded confidence, that the proportion 
of it will never be raifed, except for a time 
on fome great emergence, which may en- 
danger all they poffefs; when either the 
performance of every legal contract fhall 
be enforced, or certain and adequate com- 
penfation be given for the breach of its 
when no wrong fhall remain unredreffed, 
and when redrefs fhall be obtained at little 
expence, and with all the {peed that may 
be confiftent with neceflary deliberation s 
then will the population and refources of , 


[ x ] 

Bengal and Babar continually increafe, and 
our nation will have the glory of conferring 
happinefs on confiderably more than ¢wen- 
ty-four millions (which is, at leaft, the 
prefent mumber) of their native inhabi- 
tants, whofe cheerful induftry will enrich 
their benefactors, and whofe firm attach- 
ment will fecure the permanence of, our 
dominion.” 


Among the various literary obliga- 
tions we owe to Sir William Jones, 1 had 
reckoned the evidence in Swcontala of 
the antiquity of the corn rent, ftated 
in the Ajeen Akberry® to have been the 
cuftom of Bengal, gracioufly continued 
by the Emperor to his Hindoo fubjetts. 
When J heard that Sir William had com- 
mented on the revenue fyftem of Bengal, 
in 1492, I flattered myfelf that we fhould, 
on his authority, know whether the defi- 
nition of Zemindar +, ov Colleéor of the 
Royal or fageer Lands, is corre? 


% Aycen Akberry, Vol. Te pe 344, and ibid, Vol. 
LI, Soubeh Bengal and Babar, 
t Ayecn Akberry, Vol. I. ps 372s 


[ x] 
Whether Crowz lands, annexed to offices 
civil or military, with fervices fpecified in 
the Suanuds, were in the Moghul fyftem, 
or ought to be, in juftice ind policy, more 
dependant on the Sovereign, than’ cultivated 
lands held by the Reyut, with rent or tri~ 
bute {pecified in the Potiab, or heritable 
leafe of the cultivator of the foil? 


Whether Sunnuds, or written commif- 
fions, grants, or leafes in India, can be 
diftinguifhed without infpeéting them, any 
more than a freehold, copyhold, or annual 
leafe can in Europe be diftinguifhed with- 
out perufing the leafe ? ‘ 


Whether reference to a public regifter, 
as in the regifter counties of England, 
would not in India be lefs vexatious than 
to abolith the public regifter, and refer ti- 
tles to fuits in a modern court Dewannee 
Adaulet ? , 


In fhort, whether Sir Yohu Shore's {et~ 
tlement is preferable to Mr. Grant’s pro- 
pofed imitation of a fixed rule, aétual mea- 


[ xii J 
furement, valuation, and equal affeffinent, 
tothe Moghul fyftem ? 


I was chagrined to find, on Sir William 
‘fones's authority, that reference to addi- 
tional Mahomedan authority is yet necef- 
fary to decide whether any {pecies of pro- 
perty was compatible with the Koran; and 
to read the refult of nine years obfervations 
of Britifh management, comprifed in a 
few ethical fentences, which all modern 
difputants will adopt, for they all profefs 
ethics, though every practical experiment: 
has produced injuftice and extortion, 


When I faw this extraét at once con- 
founded with Mr. Francis’s fyftem, I felt 
that I might be confounded with the advo- 
cates of lawlefs rapine; and 1 determined, 
after a part of the Myforean Regulations. 
were printed off, to diftinguith the princi- 
ples of different periods; this late decifion 
increafed the defects to a carelefs arrange- 
ments if it fhall be intelligible, my object 
will be, perhaps, better anfwered than if 
Thad gone out of my own room to feck 
information, or to advife even with a fingle 
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perfon. What I flate is from recolle@ion 
of paft meafures, and from materials which 
Thad collected for my private information ; 
and what I communicate from my private 
correfpondence will not be biaffed by pars 
tiality to private friends, nor to particular 
adminiftrations. A depree of amour propre 
inclined me not to affix my name to fo im- 
perfect a publication ; if it hall be known, 
it will be very unimportant, Having ne« 
ver entered into covenants with the Com. 
pany, nor at any time fhared its interefts 
‘ as a proprietor of India ftock, and having 
never been in India, it may be enquired 
why I take this trouble. My anfwer is 
thort; I have followed the progrefs of 
friends through every part of Zndia ; my 
mind often hangs over the honourable 
‘graves of much-lamented friends in India; 
I enjoy the fociety of others, who have 
returned with honour to Great Britain ; 
and others yet remain in Judie whom I re- 
fpe& and value. I do not publith for 
them I have reckoned life well fpent, 
when it founded the bare hope of deferving 
friendfhip ; and I do not reckon it a facri- 
fice to devote a few hours in the hope of 
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contributing to the protection of millions 
of fellow fubjeéts, who will never be con- 
{cious of my exiftence, My motive in all 
event muft be my Apology ; and without 
farther preface, I fhall examine the act 
curforily ‘as to its general principles of 
connecting Great Britain with Britifh India 
in the Introdu@tion, and then proceed to 
confider the internal management of ‘Bri- 
tifo India, under Mabomedan and Britifp 
conquerors, and to deduce a plan for Briti/b 
India, conneéted with the principles of the 
act of the laft feffion of Parliament. 
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Principles of the Ad for fetiling the Govern 
ment and Trade of Britith India, 1793. 





THE Parliament of Great Britain, in 
the laft feffion, has granted a period of 
twenty ‘years, from the 1ft of March, 
19943 during which it may be expected, 
that the profperity of Great Britain and 
Briiifo India will arife from the juflice, 
wifdom, and moderation of Great Britain, 
in fettling the rule of permanent connec- 
tion with its diftant, but invaluable, pro- 
vinces, In the ad of 1793, we mutt 
look for the powers vefted in Commiffio- 
ners in behalf of the State; and in the 
Company, under its double defcription, 
managers of a limited exclufive commerce, 
refponfible to the Proprietors; and agents 
for the management of the landed revenues 
of the State, refponfible to the *Minifters 


{ xvi ] 
of the Crown, and to the Parliament of 
Great Britain. 


Tt may fuit fome politicians to confider 
this a& as the novelty which Mr. Dundas 
announced to Parliament when he ftated* 
that the difficulties he had experienced 
had arifen not only from the magnitude 
« and importance of the fubje@, but from 
the /yffem which he was to propofe be- 
“ ing in oppofition to eftablifhed theories 
** in government and in commerce, Thefe 
theories, he admitted, were juft and 
* applicable to other cafés, and yet he 
found it dangerous to liften to them 
when he was devifing a plan of govern- 
ment and a fyftem of trade for Briti~b 
“ India.” Others may incline to fay with 
Mr. Francis, “ by one general prelimi- 
‘¢ nary declaration I mean to include al» 
mott the whole of what the Right Ho- 
“ nourable Gentleman has flated, namely, 
that the meafure he propofes, the prin- 
_* ciples he maintains, the facts he afferts, 
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* Speech of the Right Hon. H. Dundas, April 
23, 1793. “Reprinted in Parliamentary Debates. 
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« and the arguments with which he fup- 
* ports his propofitions, appear to me to 
“ fland in dire& oppofition to truth, to 
“« reafon, to policy, to experience, and to 
« juftice; and to be dangerous in their 
“ application and effect, as they are falfe 
“and abfurd in their conception. I do 
‘€ not apply this language to the Right 
¢¢ Honourable Gentleman, but to the 
«¢ monftrous {cheme he recommends, and 
« theaftonithing reafons he affigns for it *.” 


A gentleman, defervedly efteemed in the 
philofophical and literary world, with great 
labour and ability, had compiled for the 
information of the Board of Controul, an 
Abflra& of the Plans for Britith India, 
which Mr. Dundas, with great liberality, 
permitted to be publifhed, in addition to 
his annual report of the revenues and 
charges of India, and of the trade of the 
Eaft-India Company. The avowal of thefe 
data removes “ the veil from the arcana of 
* Indian politics ;” it would therefore be 


* Heads of Mr, Francis’ Speech in Reply to 
Mr, Dundas, Aprila3. Debreit, 1793. 
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an ill return to cavil and pervert this facis 
lity ‘of examination and comment to any 
other ‘purpofe than fupplemental obferva- 
tiohs, tending to facilitate the meafures of 
Government, by pointing out exifting er- 
ror, and by fuggefting pra€ticable remedy ; 
an attentive perufal of the a& will diveft 
it from pretenfions to paradoxical noyel- 
ty, and will proteé it from {weeping in- 
vettive. 


1. The aé& vefts in the State its right to 
Sovereignty over the territorial poffeffions 


in India, and inthe Minifters of the Crown 
ample power of {uperintending or con- 


troling all matters of ‘a financial, civil, or 
military nature. 


2. Tt preferves the Trade to the Com. 
pany in all its branches, and admits of a 
limited participation of trade to His Ma- 
jefty’s fubjects, under the direCtion of the 
- Board of Commiffioners, fubjeé&t to appeal 
to the Privy Council, dnd to a pofitive re- 
fponfibility to Parliament, 


* ‘The Plans for Britih India. Debrath, 1793. 
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3. It exprefsly continues a Guarantee 
or a Charter of Rights, by continuing 
the promifes held forth in the aés of the 
a1 and 24 Geo. IIL, to pteferve the infti- 
tutions and laws of the natives by the mild 
fpirit of Britith Government, 


It therefore may be faid to be founded 
on principles congenial and prevalent in 
Great Britain, compatible with eftablifhed 
theories of government and commerce, 
and ** fuited to the liberal views of the 
* Britifh nation, which require a variety 
“ of particulars to be more minutely 
“© known and inquired into before it will 
* be poffible to realize the whole in a fyf 
“© tem.” 


The profperity of Great Britain and 
the profperity of India now depend on the 
judicious difcrimination of the real cir- 
cumitanges, laws, opinions, and rights of 
the natives of Britith India, hitherto en- 
veloped in obfcurity, artificially increafed 
by the native ‘managers of a nominal Mo- 
gul government, and by Banyans, the na« 
tive managers of the concerns of the Com- 

62 
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pany’s fervants, by whofe agency or col- 
lufion public or private peculation has been 
conduéted ; and by whofe art and mifin- 
formation every*financial fyftem of faith- 
ful and able fervants of the Company has 
hitherto been fruftrated. It will therefore 
be proper to bring to more general no- 
tice the aétual practice of an exifting Ma- 
“homedan government, and to confider 
what principles of former theorifts are 
compatible with the beneficent purpofes of 
the prefent aét, and with the rights and 
profperity of Britifh India, If the data 
are not admitted, an inquiry, purfued with- 
out the fpur of paty, will afcertain truth, 
the information of thofe diftinguifhed men 
in ‘the Company’s fervice, whofe chirft for 
knowledge has not been fuperfeded by the 
thirft for riches, will not be wanting, the 
fame means of information which has 
opened to Europe the literature of the aft, 
will explain in what the wifdgm of the 
Eaft, famed in facred and profane. writ, 
confifted ; and by what means the inoffen- 
five Hindoo may be refcued from oppref- 
fion, and the Britith name from difhonour. 
‘Too long have Hindoo politicians lamented 
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that the Englith knew how to conquer, 
but not to govern, India. 


“* There were (faid Mr. Dundas) fats 
* and events refpeAing which there could 
*’ be no difference of opinion, India, 
*© or the country of Hindoftan, governed 
‘« by Britain, is in a ftate of piofperity 
‘‘ unknown to it, under the moft wile 
** and politic of its ancient Sovereigns.” 
That it may become profperous under the 
prefent act is ferioufly to be believed, but 
that it is fo in the degree confiftent with 
Britith honour and Britith policy cannot be 
admitted: and it is cruel to labour to fave 
the national honour by fhifting its errors 
exclufively on an individual, Late events 
in Europe have proved that the exercife 
of reafon and juftice is fubject to decay in 
focieties founded on thofe piinciples; and 
in political paroxyfms of flates, the un- 
controled exercife of the paffions is fome- 
times employed fyftematically to fubvert 
order, and as a preliminary to renovation; 
the fame experience will prove it more 
eafy to deftroy than to renovate. . 


[ xxii J 

In India the paroxyfm is over, and the 
diftin® orders of its fociety exift, but are 
neither methodized nor underftood. Will 
not our experience of India juftify the hope 
that it may attain greater profperity than 
it at prefent enjoys? Will not Mr. Dun- 
das’s political experience prove, that a great 
pact of the information he has teceived is 
fo difpuifed by European party or private 
intereft, as to become almoft as ufelefs and 
unentertaining as the miferable novels 
which apply Indian names to the coftume 
of Europe? Will he affert that his own 
mind is fettled on the detailed application 
of his own principles? ‘Will he not re- 
view thofe parts of the political and terri- 
torial management of India, to which the 
following obfervations principally apply ? 
and will he be lefs difpofed to take that 
trouble from their being addrefled to the 
attention of the public, with the affertion 
atifing from ferious conviction, that the 
errors of the financial experimental fettle- 
ment of Babar, rendered, if poffible, per- 
manent there, and extended to the reft of 
Britith India, will unintentionally occafion 
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more permanent calamity to the natives of 
India than any former experiment? 


1. Sovereignty. 


For the purpofes of legiflation or go- 
vernment, we muft remember, that the 
definition of the Sovereign in whoin the 
powers of government vefl, is not {uffi- 


cient. 


The government eftablithed by Mahome- 
dan conquerors of Hindoflan, cannot pro- 
perly be continued in their name after the 
Sovereignty is transferred into other hands. 
Mahomedan fabjects, according to the pro- 
portion of their number and property, to 
the population and property in the coun- 
try, mutt be confidered, and influence the 
attention of the new Sovereign, who mutt 
refpect the prejudices of the many, and 
preferve the rights of the whole, Policy 
urges inveltigation of the cuftoms, opi- 
nions, and laws of the natives, that prin- 
ciples congenial to good morals and good 
police may, with the leaft violence to 
their ufages and prejudices, be eftablithed, 
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By judicious management the conqueror 
becomes the father of the people; the ve- 
neration for the name of Akder will not be 
forgot in Hindoftan, Tiven temporary ru- 
Jers of diftri&ts may deferve the bleffings 
of the gentle Hindoo, like Mahomed Asim, 
who, during his refidence at Dacca, was 
fo beloved, that the inhabitants, to this 
day, in their common fongs, lament his 
fate with tears, and celebrate his memory *. 
Mere preference maiked by Government 
may preferve the good, while deftruétive 
principles may fall into difufe, by perfec 
toleration. 


.The accounts taken from different ob- 
fervers vary as to the exaél proportion of 
the Mahomedan and Hindoo fubjeQs’ of 
Great Britain. Mr. Scrafion, ftiling the 
Mabomedans of all feéts and defcriptions 
under the denomination of Moors, lays, 
they are not in number the hundredth part 
of the natives+. I think Major Rennell 


* Hotwell’s Interefting Events, Vol. I. p. 23. 
+ Reflections on the Governmens of Hindoffan, 
p. 20, L. Scrafton, 1763. 
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fuppofes the Moors to be a fixth part of 
the inhabitants of Bengal. In the Gircars, 
Mr. Grant tates the population to be two 
millions and a half of Hindoos, and fome 
thoufands only of Makomedans, many of 
‘them in the militia, &c.; but their united 
teftimony makes it indifputable, that the 
‘mafs of the people, who can claim, their 
rights under the act of Parliament, fortu- 
nately for Great Britain, ave Hindoos. Let 
thofe who legiflate read their charaéter: 
« Uninfluenced by the Mabomedans, the 
“* Hindoos are a meek, fuperftitious, chari- 
* table people, a character formed by their 
* temperance, cuftoms, and religion ; they 
‘* prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
* quote this faying from a favourite Book: 
¢¢ © Tris better to fic than-to walk, to lie 
** down than,té walk; better to fleep than 
** to wake; and death is beft of all#.’’ 


a 


Half chriftians, or any other half prin- 
cipled men, form the moft dangerous, if 
‘not the mott abandoned, of the human 
fpecies ; and'if the meafure of converting 


* Reflections, Scrafton, p. 17. 
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Hindoos by parliamentary authority, which 
was adopted as a rider to the prefent act, 
and was rejected by the Houfe of Commons, 
thall be revived,’ may the principle of re- 
jeGting fyftems of profelytifm, as wrong in 
themfelves, and as productive, in moft 
cafes, of abufe and of political mifchief*, 
ably flated by Mr. Fox, be fubftituted to 
culpable complaifance to any individual 
and if Mr. Dundas fhall want an argument’ 
in point, let his own good fenfe give weight 
to Mr. Scrafton’s evidence +. 


In addition to Mr. Scrafton’s litt of 
Moors, inhabitants of Bengal, let us re- 
member the progrefs of a great nation rifing, 
or rifen, in the N. Weft of Hindoftan, the 
Seeks; for whofe particular religious tenets 
we are indebted to Mr. Wilkins, as well as 
for his many interefting communications }. 
Mr. Foyer alfo had found a confiderable 
numpber of this fe& at Calcutta. Mr. Grant 
informs us that the Lombardies, Bunjar- 


* Sketch of Debate, May 25, 1793. 
+ Reflections, p. 7 
{ Afiatic Refearches, Vol. I, p. 2973, &a 


[ xxvii ] 


rahs, ot tribes of inland carriers, are a 
tribe of Seeks, fubdivided into eighteen 
fmaller tribes, all followers of Nancek Shab, 
and defcendants of camp followers, who 
attended Shab Yeban and Allum Geer in 
their wars in the Deca#, and continue 
wandering tribes. Mr. Wilkins attended 
their meetings at Paina, and was invited 
to become a follower of Naneck Shab*. He 
informs us, “* a perfon having fhewn a 
“ fincere inclination to renounce his for- 
“ mer opinions, to any five or more Seeks 
* affembled together in any place, as well 
“ on the high way as in a houfe of wor- 
thip, they fend to the firft fhop where 
fweetmeats are fold, and procure a finall 
quantity of a particular fort, which is 
very common, and, ‘as I recolleét, they 
call Batafa; and having diluted it in. 
pure water, they {prinkle fome of it 
on the body and into the eyes of the 
convert, whilft one of the bet inftruéted 
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* Naneck Shah, before his apoftacy, was a Hinds 
of the Kbéry or'military caft. He flourifhed four 
hundred years ago at Pyajab, and founded this ine 
creafing fect. ‘ 
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*¢ repeats to him, in any language in which 
“he is converfant, the chief canons of 
* their faith, exa€ting from him a folemn 
*¢ promife to abide by them the reft of his 
“ jife;” this is the whole ceremony. 
This fe will include all the wanderers 
from the Koran and Shafer, and mutt be 
included in the political view of narive 
ftates. The Seeks are already on our fron- 
tier, and muft be combined with our po- 
‘licy; their diftinguifhing character as a 
nation is the love of toleration, of inde- 
pendence, and of property. ‘They are here 
mentioned as diminifhing the proportion of 
the followers of the Koran, and confe- 
quently decreafing the neceflity of the Ko- 
ran being the univerfal code for the natives 
of Britifh India*.’ Te muft be admitted, 
that Brith India, denominated from its 
native fubje&ts, both in number and pro- 
perty, is a Hindoo nation; it is confequently 
confiftent with the aé& of Parliament, and 
demonftrably confiftent with policy, to 
render it in effect a Britifh Hindoo govern- 
ment, to give it a unity of intereft and 


Plans for India, p. 414. 
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principle through the whole vale of the 
Ganges, the Circars, and the Carnatic, to 
Mount Delhi, on the coatt of Malabar, by 
following up proteétion to every fubjea; 
and to tributary Sovereigns, by obferving 
good faith; and when influence is politi- 
cally neceflary, to exercife it only fo faras 
may combine in one fyftem the interefts 
which, geographically, are infeparable, 


Thefe general obfervations may fuffice, 
for the general defcription of natives of 
Britifo India; who mutt be within the pur 
view of the at. When I read in the Plans 
for Britifh India®, and know that it truly 
defcribes the exifting policy and letter of 
treaties, I cannot help recolleGting Gover- 
not Fobufon'’s {peech + ‘in 1772, when the 
definition of Chriftians, which is conti- 
tinued to this day, was introduced, J 
had the honour of prefenting to this Houfe 
a petition from a poor opprefled Armenian 
merchant, who fuffered long imprifon. 


* P, 412. French fubjects are as Briti/s fubjeQs s 
other Europeans are as Briti/h fubjects. 


+ Parliamentary Debates, Vol, KXLY. p. 65. 
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ment, without ever being able to know 
the crime of which he is accufed. It is 
true, on finding his cafe was laid before 
the Houfe, the framers of this bill have, 
in fome meafure, comprehended his fe& 
within the remedies of their law, by in- 
ferting the word Coriftian ; but it was not 
becaufe he was a Chriftian that I prefented 
his petition, but becaufe he was a human 
being and a fellow creature, and becaufe 
his cafe brought the fituation of all the in- 
habitants of Bengal fairly before the Houfe; 
nor can the gentlemen who patronize this 
bill thew me one reafon for inferting the 
word Chrifian, that does not apply equally 
for putting in the words Muffulman and 
Gentoo.” 


Since that period the pledge of Parlia- 
ment has been given to govern the natives 
according to their rights and ufages; and 
as the mafs of the people is Hindin, the 
influence of Briti/p juftice and honour may 
be clothed in the forms of Mahomedan ox 
Hindoo procefs. But the name of the 
Moghul ought not to pervade Briti/h India; 
the Kyrtin cannot be the guarantee of the 
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rights and the protection to Afiatic fubjedts 
of Great Britain, becaufe the a& of Par- 
lament has wifely guaranteed the Koran to 
Mahomedans, the Shafter to Hindoos in the 
Bengal provinces, and the Veidam to the 
Hindos in the Decan; and with this in 
view, Great Britain may fafely compile a 
code for Britifh India. 


The French*, backed with the power 
of France, and by powerful native allies, 
folicited, by her merchants, in 1786, to 
fettle at Calcutta; and can it be doubted 
that every nation will be thankful to ex- 
change their antiquated Phirmaund for the 
protection of Great Britain. Why keep 
up diftin@ions to provoke difcuffions, when 
no European can or ought to be in Brityh 
India, on‘ fuperior rights and privileges to 
Britifo Turopean fubjects ; becaufe there is 
no power to protect, which is not vetted 
in thg reprefentative of the King, and in 
the faw, fanGioned by the Brits Parlia- 
ment. 


* Vide Treaty of Perfailles, 1783. 
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On the fame principle it can be no longer 
proper to afcertain the value of the ftan- 
dard coin of Briti/a India, by the reference 
to the acceffion of a depofed Moghul; it 
ought to bear the date of the reign of his 
Majetty. 


Writs in the King’s name have for years 
had currency through Britis India; and by 
the prefent act, juftices of the peace are to 
actin Briti/b India; and we are ftill told we 
can only preferve the allegiance of the na- 
tives by conforming to the contradictory 
treaties we have made with fubordinate 
princes, ufurpers of the Moghul’s dominions, 
and with the Moghul himfelf; ** and as 
“ thefe treaties alone are intelligible to 
“ our Afiatic fubjects *,” we fhould- do 
injuftice to their good fenfe, if we fuppofed 
they can reconcile to principles of public 
faith and public juftice, our rights to Tydia 
The natives have had too much expoyience 
of the rights of the fword, to ftudy thd va~ 
rious treaties to cover injuftice or to ferve 
the policy of the day. If one maxim is 


* Plex for Britifa India, chap. 3, page 344. 
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more univerfal among the natives of India 
than another, itis “ to forget their go- 
« vernors when their power is annihilated,” 
Since we have reforted to Bengal, they can 
teftify who have had experience, of various 
exertions of arbitrary power, and can have 
no reafon to be anxious, that any experi- 
ment within their memory may cither be 
repeated or perpetuated by treaty. 


From political neceffity we have afferted 
the fovereignty of Briti/b India in Europe * ; 
to hold another language to our fellow 
fubjeéts in India, would cheat them of their 
rights as a conftituent part of the Empire, 
to which they have contributed fo much, 
and to which they are more likely, under 
good Government, to contribute, than other 
detached parts of the King’s dominions, 
Policy in a great degree, but expediency in 
a ftill greater degree, has dictated the keep- 
ing inf comziffion the exercife of fove- 
reignty; but it is not expedient or politic 
to continue the name of the Moghul in 


Vide Treaty of Verfailles, 1783 
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Britifo India, and perpetuate the trick of 
double government for the purpofe of main- 
taining a double eftablifhment; and to 
perpetuate an engine of native manage- 
ment, by which ambitious neighbours may 
affert their pretenfions to the fovercignty 
of Britify India, on equal legal title, when- 
ever temporary diftrefs may encourage the 
hope of fuccefs, Shall we fo foon forget, 
when Mr. Haftings left Calcutta, and with- 
drew from the fupport of the Bengal go- 
vernment all that his amiable charaéter and 
long exclufive management of the native 
Durbars had combined with the legal 
powers of a Governor General, and the 
difficulty of our fituation at that period, 
and the exhaufted flate of the refources in 
India having rendered a general reform the 
firft mcafure of Mr. Macpherfon’s govern- 
ment, and naturally marked it as a'moment 
of weaknefs, Scindia advanced to the fron- 
tiers of Bengal, and peremptorily demanded 
the arrears of Chowt in open Durbar? The 
Governor General rejected the private difa- 
vowal of the demand; and when Scindia 
had-the evidence of fo much decifion ia 
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open Durbar, he tranfinitted his apologies 
and the total difavowal of his requifition, 
I€ Mr. Macpherfon had not poflefled in- 
tegrity, firmnefs, and degifion, the fitua- 
tion of Bengal on Lord Cornwallis’ arri- 
val would shave been very embarraffing. 


This anecdote, which would probably 
have applied in fimilar cafes to Mr. Ha/ftings 
ot Lord Cornwallis, is meant to thew that’ 
we are not yet independant of the perfonal 
qualities of a Governor General, This tri- 
bute of juftice to Mr, Macpherfon will lead 
us to eftimate the integrity and the mili- 
tary talents of the Marquis Cormwallis, 
when we confider difpaflionately how 
much of the falvation of India is exelu- 
fively due to his perfonal qualities and to 
his perfonal exertions, And yet while 
we aflért, as a great nation, the fovereignty 
of Britifo India, \et us not turn afide the 
eye oeaiy from the old blind Mogéul, from 
whom we extorted a title to an Empire 
which had been ufurped by his unfaithful 
fervants. The intereft of Great Britain 
mutt not be facrificed to reftore a ‘depofed 
Moghul to any ogee degrees of ‘qu: 
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thority*; but the honour and humanity of 
Great Britain ought not to have been fo 
tardy to relieve the diftreffes of an unfortu- 
nate Prince who deferved a better fate. A 
refpectable friend at Calcutta informed me 
laft year that he had in his poffeffion a letter 
from the old King to a fubaltern Officer in 
the Company’s fervice, requefting his irfter- 
ceffion for good offices. If it reaches Lord 
Cornwallis’ hand, he will not overlook the 
fituation of the Moghul; the policy, and 
conquefts of Scindig, already too far ex- 
tended, will force themfelves on the natice 
of Government. 


“When I confider the exercife of fove- 
reignty, I cannot but feel in a degree my 
prefumption in queftioning the inveftiga- 
tions and definitions of native tenures and 
native officers, tranfmitted by Lord Corn- 
wallis+, and cffential to the’ fyftem of 

“finance which he took out with himhto Ja#- 
dia; and at the fame time in not Aine 


* Vide Mr. Francis’ Letter to Lord North, p19, 
Debrett, 1793. 
t Plans for Britifh India, p. 497, &e. 
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“any occafion to join in the handfome apo= 
logy of Mr. Dundas for differing in opi- 
nion with his Lordfhip on vefting the no- 
mination of the chief executive officers of 
of Indian Government in the Crown. It 
can be no refleGion on Lord Cornwallis 
that Parliament has adopted conftitutional 
jealoufy, and reafons of expediency in pre- 
ference to his found conftitutional opinion, 
the public will judge during the operation 
of the prefent aé&, whether the curtailing 
the prerogative of the Crown and the re- 
fponfibility of Minifters, by giving the ap- 
pointment of the executive officers in India 
to the Directors, and by dividing the power 
of recal between the Crown and the Di- 
rectors, will in pra@ice be found to efta- 
blith a competition of vigilance and chat- 
tity fufficient to exclude every perfon on 
whom proved delinquency, or incapacity, 
doubyful principles, or unexplained error, 
caCiaih, from offices of high trof¥ in 
India, This is the firft duty of the Exe- 
cutive Government, wherever it may be 
‘placed. Every cooperation of the Board of 
Control with the Directors, will probably 
confirm the opinion which has, more or 
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lefs, been declared by the moft able ftatef- 
men of fucceffive Adminiftrations, that the 
agency of the Company ig the beft plan of 
governing Briti/h India, provided the whole 
power of the ftate is called forth to con- 
trol the neceffarily extenfive powers of the 
government in India. To this effe&, 
wherever the King’s commiffion can give 
unity to the fervice, the King’s name ought 
to be held forth; and it does not appear 
that any objeftion could be made to the ex- 
tenfion of the principle of the Marine fer- 
vice, as exercifed under the commiffion of 
the Lord. High Admiral, to the Indian 
army, provided the recommendation of the 
perfons to receive commiffions, was con- 
tinued as at prefent; but the regulations 
of the fervice to be fuited to one military 
fyftem under the King’s commiffion. 


On the part of the aét which relates to 
the fovercignty of Britifo India, the}e is 
fo much clearnefs and precifion, that one 
remark only occurs to be neceffary, and 
that does not arife from any words in the 
a&t, but from the explanation of the Com- 
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pany’s eftates, which appears in Mr. Dun~ 
das’s {peech, 


The 58th fection of the prefent ad 
clearly points out the period of determina- 
tion of the exclufive commercial privileges, 
and of the agreement for managing the ter- 
ritories of Brith India, and the Eaf-India 
Company is therein declared entitled, after 
fuch determination, “ to carry on a free 
“ trade in, to, and from the La? Indies. 
‘© and parts aforefaid with all or any of 
“ their joint ftock in trade, goods, mer- 
« chandifes, eftates, and effects, in common 
“ with other the fubjeéts of his Majefty, 
“¢ his heirs and fucceffors, trading to, in, 
“ and from the faid parts and limits.” 


« 


The obfervation applies to the ‘ eftates” 
of the Eaf-India Company, defined in Mr, 
Dundas’s fpecch ; “* under their original 
a: olfarters, they have purchafed and le- 
“ gally acquired Fort St. George, St. He- 
** lena, Bombay, and Calcutta, long be- 
“ fore they were poffeficd of territories, 
“ or the Duannec,” {0 far clear :* * exclu- 
* five of the Duannee, they have an ina- 


a 
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* lienable right to a valuable landed pof- 
« feflion, amounting atleaft to 250,000l. per 
«‘ annum : in addition to thefe, the whole 
“« factories and commercial eftablifhments 
«* in India and in the eaftern feas undoub- 
“ tedly belong to them,” Of the valuable 
landed poffeffions, it will be neceflary only 
to fettle the mode of inveftigating the title, 
not for the purpofe of curtailing their rights, 
but to remove an interefted bar to the efta- 
blifhment of contain rule neceflary for the 
prote@tion of the rights of things in India. 


a 


It is immaterial to Great Britain whether 
the Company, after the expiration of the 
act, fhall continue favored with their Fageer, 
or fhall hold their Zemindary of Calcutta, 
with the 24 Pergunnahs, on the conditions 
on which they were granted by the Sunnud 
or patents, in 1757, of Serajah Dow/lab, 
and Meer Yafier, Nabobs of Bengal, in 
the name of Alum Geer, the Moghull be~ 
caufe they will be fubjeé to the fame laws 
as other Zemindars: but if they claim as 
Zemindars, not by Suunud bat by the trea- 
ties drawn by the Company’s fervants, and 
forced on. Shah Allum, the depofed Moghul, 
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in 1765. They will, during the operation 
of the prefent at, have either an intereft to 
perfift in involving the definition of native 
offices and rights in obfcurity *, and to 
pervert their ufes; or they muft fupport 
their claim on the exploded + pretenfions to 
teryitory by treaty, independent of Great’ 
Britain. It is impoffible to revive this quef- 
tion, ably and completely difcuffed and fet- 
led by Lord North in 1769 and 1773, with 
the fanétion of Parliament. 


2. Trade. 


"The realization of the territorial revenue 
renders an exclufive trade neceflary to the 
Eaf-India Company, as agents of the 
ftate 3 and the limitations to the exclufive 
trade fhould be as liberally extended as is 
compatible with the profperity of India, and 
the realization of the revenue to Great Bri- 
tain, The modification of thefe interefts, 
is one of the effential objeéts of the prefent 
ac, 


* Inquiry into Zemindary tenures, Debrett, 1790. 
+ Plans for Judiay p. 287. 7 
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The firft fatement of the affairs relative 
to thipping is to be made by the Direétors 
in 1794; and every third year to the Board 
of Control, to enable it to regulate the 
freights on private trade, and render the 
limitations of the exclufive trade of the 
Eaft Indies beneficial to His Majefty’s fub- 
jects in Great Britain and in India. ‘ 


This part of the at, which authorifes 
future experiment, will become of impor- 
tance to Great Britain and to India, in pro- 
portion as the Commiffioners will confider 
the extent of their difcretion ; and in pro- 
portion as the Direétors fhall be fatisfied 
with their other clear and unincumbered 
privileges. 


Tt would have been very difficult at this 
time to have modified the exclufive trade 
otherwife than it appears in the a&t. The 
vequifitions of manufa&urers during the 
agitation and arrangement of the prefent 
a&t, proved them ignorant of their own 
interefts; and if they had not been con- 
vineed of it themfelyes, clamour would 
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not have died away during the progrefs of 
the a& in Parliament. 


A certain privilege of tonnage may be 
required by the Brit#> merchant, and the 
compatifon of the former charges of frei ght 
with thofe which may be demanded under 
the prefent aét, has been the general and 
natural ground of calculating the probable 
benefit of the privilege. It is, however, a 
confideration of great political magnitude, 
and the friends of Great Britain and of the 
Company, who have information and abi- 
lity to comprehend the fubject, and the de- 
lire progroffively to include the interefts of 
the whole in the exercife of the diferetion- 
ary powers of the act, may thereby effen- 
tially ferve their country ; and from a rea 
fonable confidence in the co-operation of 
the Dire@ors with the Board of Control, 
the public may fafely and chearfully look 
to the fubject in its real extent, 


The intereft of the State and the Com- 
pany’s intereft are naturally combined, 
The State very properly pays part of its 
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revenues in India to the Company for its 
agency. 


Great Britain mutt have, at all times, a 
great navy; and fo long as neighbouring 
ftates are bent on numerous fleets and hea- 
vy thips, the public muft make facrifices 
and fupport the naval ftrength. Ships of 
a clafs fuperior to the neceflity of com- 
merce muft be employed to render them 
faperior to infult; at prefent, chartered 
thips of capacity and ftrength are employed, 
from a policy originally indifpenfable, to 
‘counteraét the French, who, inftead of 
letting their thips of war rot in their har- 
bours, employed them armés en flute, to 
convey merchandife to and from Jndia, 
forming more officers than they otherwife 
could have done, and ready, on every 
emergency, to fupport their flag as fhips 
of war. The application of the fame pos 
licy ought not to be out of contemplation, 
though | inapplicable at the prefent moment. 


If it had appeared that fred ghté could not 
be obtained for the prefent extent of char- 
tered thips, either by the Company’s in- 
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veftment, the private trade or privilege of 
their officers, or the trade of private mer- 
chants taken on board at former exceflive 
freights, there might have been a neceflity 
of fubjeting the extended privilege of the 
Brito me:chants to the agency of the 
Company. 


If the freights are equal to the number 
of the Company’s fhips, (and they take 
them up in proportion as they want them) 
the immediate confequence will be, that 
the India-fhipping intereft, already fuffi- 
ciently powerful, will be greatly increafed ; 
the private trade of the Company’s officers 
mutt vanifh; and the value of the com- 
mand of the fhips will ftill farther de- 
creafe, if the paflage-money is regulated 
in a degree to be equitable to the Compa- 
ny’s feryants abroad; and in the mean 
time, the private trade of the merchant, 
fubjec&t to the management of the Com- 
pany, (his competitor both, in India and in 
Europe) will continue charged for agency 
and freight iifinitely more than if the mer- 
chant conduéted his own adventure; con- 
fequently it may be poffible that the thip- 
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ping intereft, the Briti/ merchant, and 
the Company’s officers, may all lofe by 
the experiment, without the public of 
Great Britain and Britifp India being bene- 
fited, 


An experiment was made by the Gover- 
nor General, in 1786, in the Winterton 
Eaft Indiaman ; with what fuccefs has not 
been ftated, but muft be known at the 
India Houfe, and would afford a certain 
means of appreciating the probable fuccefs 
of the prefent meafure, fo far as relates to 
a feleét invefiment on behalf of private mer- 
chants. It was at that time applied to 
fave demurrage occafioned by quick voy- 
ages of coppered Eaft-India thips, and to 
check foreign inveftments by private Bri- 
Hifp capitals, and to make up the inability 
Government at that time felt of making 
fofficient or regular advances to the manu- 
faéturers, from the critical emergencies of 
the Company’s. affairs. But private trade, 
as extended by the prefent ad, will prove 
beneficial in proportion as articles of bulk 
and inferior value can be brought into fpe- 
culation by the lownefs of freight; and it 
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is difficult to afcertain why the fame privi- 
lege might not have been granted to a li- 
mited tonnage, fanétioned by Parliament, 
and licenfed by the Company to thip-own-~ 
ers, bound under penalty-bonds to return, 
enter, and land the cargo at two moft 
convenient ports; one fituated on the Eaft 
Coat of Great Britain, and one on the 
Welt Coaft; at which an officer, on the 
part of the Eaf-Jndia Company, fhould 
refide; and, in addition to the Cuftom 
Houfe, might give effect to the bonds, and 
confine the Eaf-JIndia goods to regulations 
fimilar to thofe by which Iri/h fugars ufed 
to be landed at Milford, before they could 
be imported to Zreland, diveétly from the 
Weft Indies. 


Ships fo licenced would have greater 
profit from fair adventure than is poflible 
under the agency of the Company. Freights 
from a port fituated as Milford, undoubt. 
edly might be obtained to and from Jndia 
at half the freight which the Company is 
allowed by the act to take. This modifi« 
cation may, by confent, arife, * whenever 
it hall appear fatisfactorily to the Com~ 
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miffioners and to the Direétors, that free- 
dom of fpeculation and control of charges 
may be entrufted to the merchant, without 
curtailing the privileges of the Company, 
and the control of Government. 


3. The Rights of the Subjeét. 


In confidering the prefent a&, with a 
reference to the rights or profperity fof the 
fubjeéts of the King of Great Britain in 
Europe and in Afia, it will be fufficient to 
obferve, that the powers of the at&t are 
adequate to every fair experiment. ‘The 
Commiffioners can do almoft every thing 
which fhall appear expedient to the Direc- 
tors; they can do a great deal againft the 
opinion of the Dire@ors, fubject to an ap- 
peal to the Privy Council. I only with 
them to remember, what any fenfible mer- 
chant can tell them, that in Jv@ia, or in 
England, if Britifo adventure is loaded . 
with wnnecefary fhackles, foreign adven- 
ture will be maintained by Briti/ capital, 
or by Britis adventure under foreign flags ; 
and when-they prepare laws for the fanétion 
of Paliament, to remember an axiom 
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which paft experience of mankind will 
confirm, ‘and which Mr. Grant more than 
once has held forth; ** Should reftrictive 
“laws, unaccompanied by reafon, be 
* written in blood, and Minos himfelf be 
*¢ the Judge, they will be as the dead let- 
“ ter of tyranny, oppofed by bold necef- 
* fity, or eluded by the timid craft and 
« yillany of flavery.” 


I fhall now proceed to ftate the docu- 
ments by which my opinion is guided ; 
and,there can be no imputation of intended 
guile, when I only folicit the patient pe~ 
rufal and deliberate judgement of the pub- 
lic, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ir is believed that the practical rules of 
Tippoo Sultaun are the moft accurate deli- 
‘neation of the modern Mabomedan govern 
ment that has appeared; a MS. copy of 
thefe Regulations were fent to me laf 
year, before they were printed, Tie firft 
fhips of this. year brought me a printed 
copy, by which fome errors. of the MS. 
have been corrected. It appears that’ the 
original was obtained for Colonel ‘fobn 
Murray during the Coimbatore campaign, 
and that B. Cri/p, -Efq. tranflated it. 


“Lreprint the Dedication ‘prefixed tothe: 
Calcutta edition; and although anonymous 
panegyric is often: impertinent, I cantiot, 
as one of the. public, make my acknow- 
ledgements to Colonel Yobn Murray for 
this extva-official political curiofity, with- 
out alfo bearing. my’anonymous tribute .of 
praifé and regard to that. diftinguifhed 
fervant: of .. the Company. | “The “annual 
parliamentary accounts are évidence of the 
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accuracy and regularity of the military au- 
dit, and at the fame time-oblige me to la- 
ment ‘the inefficacy of the prefent powers 
of the c/w auditor to inforce equal perfpi- 
cuity in the accounts of the civil depart- 
ments of Brit India, 
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The Tranflator’s Dedication to Colonel John 
Murray, Military Auditor General in the 
Eaft Indies,’ , 


DEAR SIR, 


T HAVE now the pleafure to fend you 
the tranflation of Tippoo’s Regulations. 


It is unfortunate, that after an unremit- 
ting fearch, I have not been able to meet 
with a fingle perfon in Calcutta fufficiently 
converfant in the Teling or Malabar dia 
leGts, to give me explanations, fuch as 
I could rely upon, of the provincial terms 
that occur in almoft every article, Difap- 
pointed in this refpe&, I thought it beft to 
copy thofe terms from the original, and to 
fubjoin notes, containing fuch explanations 
of them as, from the context, it appears 
to me they would bear. We may, how- 
ever, in a fhort time hence expec to obtain 

‘more accurate inforrnation from’fome Eu. 
ropean gentlemen, or natives of this coun- 
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try, who have traverfed the Swltaun’s do~ 
minions with our 'vidtorious army, and 
who probably will return here with Lord 
Cornwallis. Whenever that time comes, I 
fhall be very happy to revife the tranfla- 
tion, and to correét any error that may 
have arifen from mifconception, as well as 
to add the explanation of fuch terms ds I 
have not now ventured to hazard a con- 
jecture upon, 


TI remain, 


Dear Str, &c, &c, 
Calcutta, B. CRISP. 


June 1, 1792 


P,S. The Perfian copy of the Regula- 
tions, from which this tranflation has been 
made, bears the impreflion of the Sw/taun’s 
feal, with the words Teepoo Sultaun. Sayed 
Mabommed certifies that he revifed them ; 
they appear to have been regiftered in the 
office of Govind Ray, belonging to the De- 
wan of the Huzzoor, on the ad month of 
the firft month Abmudee, in the year Delo, 
7é on the ad of the fir month of the 
4oth year of the Cycle, 
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The following Explanation ‘quill clear up Mr. 
Crifp’s Doubts of the Meaning of the Ar- 


ticles, 


THe technical terms employed by Ti- 
poo Sultaun in the Myfore, are evidently a 
mixture of new denominations, engrafted 
on the Moghul and Hindoo fyftem, in the 
Decan ; it appears contrary to his fyftem 
to continue more of the ancient terms than 
are abfolutely neceflary to make himfelf 
intelligible to the different people whom 
his father had conquered, and united: in. 
one kingdom. ‘The following explanation 
of feveral of thefe terms was lately given 
me by a friend, who had been more than 
once over the My/ore country : 


Article 1. Aumil, the manager of the . 
diftri&, and receiver of the revenue as a 
government officer. 


Reyuts, Putteels, Wurtegans, are differ. 
ent names for farmers of a fuperior clafs: 
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Wartegan is a Canary term; Kufbab means 
any village. 


Art, 2. Cowle means a declaration that 
the Reywts to whom it is addrefled are in 
the favour of Government, and under the 
proteétion of the law. 


Art. 5. Teagecaur is Taajkaur, a collec- 
tor of cuftoms. Puttee/ is a government 
officer. Every village has one Putte! to 
ten Reyuis, or thereabout; and a Putteel 
for the whole village, who has, at times, 
the fuperintendance of the police. 


Art. 12. Abafhaum ave troops employed 
in the fervice of the Aum, to aid in col- 
le€ting the revenue. 


Art. 14. Lallaud is rightly explained. 


Art. 17. Nukbood is a fall grain, of 
- which they make bread. 


Coolty is a pulfe, commonly called grain, 
on which horfes are fed. 


Moot is Doll, or peafe. 
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Art. 21. Turcarree means alfo efculent 
roots, , 


Art. 25. The reafon why fuch attention 
is directed to be paid to Sikakaubee is, that 
it is frequently ufed in cleanfing horfes ; it 
gives a fine glofs to the coat, and is reck- 
oned good for the animal’s health. 


Art. 30. The Fummabundy account con= 
tains, rf{f, the name of the Reyut; ad, the 
quantity of land which he tills; 3d, the 
rate at which he pays; 4th, the crop; and 
sth, the total amount. 


The Wafil Bakee account contains the 
balances due, and the cafualties of the year. 


Art. 31. The Derra Sultaunee is a mea- 
furement adopted by 'Tippoo. Sultaunee, 
wherever it occurs, means belonging to 
Tippoo, or the Sultaun, 


Art. 33. Enaum lands are lands exempt- 
ed from rent, whether for charitable or 
other purpoles. : 
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The feveral denéininations in: this arti- 
_cle-were formerly given to parcels of land: 
held urider various tenures by the officers 
of the ancient Hiindoo government. 

Art. 344 Tungha Jand is an_ hereditary 
Fagheer. 

Art. 35. Mutfuddy, an accountant, 


_ Art. 36. Mokuddum, in Perfian, is fyno~. 
nimous with Purteel in Telinga, 


“Art. 39. Kifbundy is an: abftrad.of the ' 
Kjfis, ot inftalments. - 


Tubul isan Hircarrab. 

Art. 42. Dewan Cutchery is the principal 
Cutchery or office of bufinefs: for the. pro- 
vince. -Tokurree. Cutchery is. a: fubordinate 
diftrie ‘Cutchery, 

Arty 46. Dek is a Ser, or meafure. 


Art. 47. Naikwar is an officer of Coon- 


ee: eee 
dachar ox matchlock. Peonss .Tippoo’s: fa- 
ther was, early in life, a 1 Naikwer, 
~-.Matchlock Peons are frequently employed 
to compel ‘the Reyuts to’ pay their arrears, 
fo that they become infiruments of oppref 
fion in the hands of the Pusteel. 


_ Art, 48, Oolkee is the name of the Au- 
mil’s meflenger. 


Art. 50. Zindigee means thole of the 
Reyui’s family and relations who may have 
farvived him, as well a3 his effects: 

Art..§2, Coruchwaur. is a Canary term, 

Dek Pokbta; a full meafure,. 

Art. 56. Dufiur, the accountant’s office. 


Alt. 57>. Kuithee or Cooltee is gram 


Art, 58. Peifhears ought to be Pasfear 3 
he is the Aumil’s deputy, 


Munnicaur is Telinga for an inferior Aunil, 
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Art. 59. Sithee is Siddee, ox merchant. 

Wuiug is fynonimous with Putteel, 

Cotqwaul is the officer who regulates, or 
rather enforces the regulations for the Ba- 
zars or markets, 

Art. 70. Cullifiaun ought to be Chrifiann. 

Art. 77. A Burrb tree is a Banian. 

A Neem tree is a Murgoza. 

Art. 78. Duda is a cylinder. 


Kubuttee, 1 do not know. 


Art. 79. The Kuntecroy, an old’ Myfore 


Coin. 


Art. 91, Stable Horfe are cavalry, the 
horfes of which belong to the government. 
The Sair Horfe belong to the riders, who 
receive a certain allowance for man and 
horfe. The Rifaladar, or Colonel of a re- 
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giment of Stable Horfe. The Femadar, or 
chief officer of the Sair. 


Art..97. Derogha has the charge of ma- 
gazines and flores. 


Art, 99, Diftriéts upon the coaft of Ma- 
Jabar, ; 


Zindigance, live ftock, family effeds, &c. 


Ait. 104. Miik-a-Tajar, head of the 
merchants. 


Seethee is Siddy. 
Art. 124. Irfaulnameb is a letter. 


Art. 126. Two books upon morality, 
written in Perfian, 


es 
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To be obferved by the prefent and future Au- 
mils and Serifotadars of the fecond Diftritt 
of Waumloor, dependent on the Cutthery 
of Awulpatam. 








Art. 1. THE Aumil thal ptoceed to the 
diftri&, and taking thefe regulations, the {eal 
of office, and the table of fees anc eftablith- 
ments, &c. along with him, thall feat him- 
felf in the Cutcherry; and having called 
before him the Reyuwts, Putteels, Wurykauns*, 
&c. inhabitants of the Ku/bab+, thall pre- 
fent them with the Leaf} of conciliation. 


2. Ou the commencement of the year 
he hall give Cowle § to all the Reyuts and 


* The orthography of this word is indiftin® in 
the original, 
t The principal town of a diftria. 
t Beetle, 
§ A promife or engagement from a faperior to 
an inferior, 
B 
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refpeCtable inhabitants of the diftriG, and 
encourage them to cultivate the lands. He 
thall alfo afcertain in what Reyuts’ houfes 
there are a number of men, and but few 
ploughs; and having enquired into the 
circumftances of fuch Reyuts, thall oblige 
thofe who are in good circumflances to 
increafe the number of their ploughs ; and 
in order to enable the Reyuts who are needy 
to purchafe ploughs and to cultivate the 
Jands, he fhall give Tuccavee*, at the rate 
of three or four pagodas for every plough, 
taking fecurity for the repayment. ‘T'his 
Tuccavee is to be collected from them again 
in one or two years. 


3. The following rules are to be attended 
to in parcelling out the land for cultiva- 
tion: An equal proportion of lands which 
are dry or watered, and of thofe which are 
Gara+ or Hiffa}, thall be equally diftri- 
buted for cultivation amongft the-old and 


* Advances of Money. 
+ Fhe fame as the Lheeka lands of Bengal, . 
which are leafed to Reyuis at a fixed rent. ‘ 
t The fame as the Bhagra lands in Bengal, for 
which the cultivator does not pay any fixed tax; 
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new Reyuts; and when a Reyut fows one 
Kbundee of feed in a cergain quantity of 
Tiara \and, he fhall fow one Khundee and 
eight Kuros in the fame extent of Hifa 
land. An account of the increafe and de- 
ficiency of the produce {hall be made out 
annually, and according to the Cowle the 
revenue fhall be taken in money; or where 
fuch fhall be the cuftom, the half of the 
produce fhall be given up to the Reyuts, 
and the other half be retained as the fhare 
of the fovereign, Care mutt be taken that 
the Aif@ land is to be well manured ; and 
whoever cultivates a greater quantity of 
land of this defcription than may have 
been allotted to him purfuant to this rule, 
fhall continue to do fo; but if lefs, he thall 
be compelled to cultivate the full proportion, 


4. Throughout the villages, wherever 
there is ground fit for the purpofe, the 
Reyuts, &c. thall be urged to extend the 
cultivation of fugar cane; and in fuch 
villages where the Putteels and Shamboges* 


but the produce of the land, whatever it may be, is 
Shared between him and the Rajah or Zemindar. 
* Accountants, 
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from obftinacy fail to do fo, they fhall be 
fubjected to a double tax, calculated upon 
the quantity of fugar cane which may 
have been produced in another village. 


5. The Puttcels + Teagecaurs, and others, 
have for a long time fraudulently avoided 
paying the full revenue of Government 
lands: this is to be inquired into, and the 
lands are to be meafured, and they are to 
be affeffed like other Reyuis. The Reyuts 
are not to plough the lands of the Pufteels ; 
but the Putteels fhall themfelves plough 
them. If any Putteel, &c. thall in future 
employ Reyuts to till his ground, the 
whole of the produce fhall be taken by 
Government, 


6. Lands which have been cultivated 
for a length of time by the Shamboges, 
thall be refumed, and be delivered over to 
other Reyuts to cultivate; and iff fuch 
Shamboges fhall defire to have other land 
given to them in lieu of their wages, land 
which is lying wafte fhall be given to 


* Revenue Officers, 
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them; if they do not afk for land, they 
thall receive their wages in money, accord- 
ing to the eftablifhed rate. | 


7. Reyuts, &c. belonging to the Lara 
lands, who are conneéted with the Sham- 
boges, often avoid paying the full reve- 
nue.’ Striét enquiry muft be made into 
this abufe, and it muft be corrected by im- 
pofing upon them the eftablifhed rate of 
affeffment : and no relaxation muft be al- 
lowed of in the obfervance of this rule, 
upon any account. 


8. Two Moxas* fhall not be farmed to 
the fame perfon : one Moxa only thall be 
given in farm to one perfon; and previoully 
to this being done, an accurate lift of all 
the old and new inhabitants, and an ac- 
count of the grofs receipts, fhall be made 
out, according to which the leafe fhall be 
graiited, and a Mochulka + be taken. If a 
farmer, negle&ing the cultivation of his 
farm, and fuffering the lands to lie wafte, 
fhall impofe fines upon the Reyuis, and 


* Villages. + Security Band. 
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make undue exaétions from them to enable 
nim to fulfil his own engagements, he fhall 
be made to pay to Government the ‘amount 
of fach undue exactions, over and above 
the ftipulated rent. Meafures mutt alfo in 
future be adopted to prevent any perfon 
from levying oppreffive fines, &c. from 
the Reyuts; and defaulters in this refpe& 
fhall be made to pay the amount of fuch 
“exactions, and be moreover fined them- 
felves, 


9. The Aumil* of a diftriG thall make 
a circuit through all the villages under his 
authority, and agreeably to the Mochulka 
entered into by him, diftribute the afleff- 
ment upon the Reyuts according to the pro- 
duce raifed; and if by fuch means he can 
colleét fufficient to fulfil his engagements, 
well and good; but if, on the contrary, he 
thall farm out the Moxas to Putteels and 
others, and occafion deficiency, he fhall 
make good fuch deficiency himfelf. -If the 
Putteels and others fhould, by want of at- 
tention, fail to realize the diftributed affef- _ 


Superintendant. 


| 


ment, he fhall infli@ corporal punifhment* 
upon the Purieels and Shamboges, and oblige 
them to make it good. 


to. In cafe deficiency arifes in the fum 
engaged for, the 4umil thall procure new 
Reyuts, whom he thall provide with new 
ploughs, and by advancing Tucavee to 
them, enable them to complete the culti- 
vation, fo that the amount {pecified in the 
engagement be realized. And if, on the 
contrary, he fhall difcharge the amount of 
his engagement by levying fines and undue 
exactions, fuch fines and exaétions {hall 
not be allowed to go towards the difcharge 
of his engagement, and he fhall be ftill 
compelled to make good the deficiericy 
which will have arifen thereupon. 


11. A Putteel has been attached to every 
village from times of old; wherever it 
happens that the perfon holding this office 
is unfit for it, another who is capable fhall 
be chofen from amongft the Reyuts, and 
be appointed td it ; and the former Puttee/ 


* Pradtifed under the Company’s Government alfo, 
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fhall be reduced to the condition of a 
Reyut, and be made to work at the plough; 
and the bufinefs of the office of - Pusteel 
thal] be made ovér to the new one. 


12. The Shamboges of the Arhoonee and 
Abafbaun* hall not be employed in the di- 
rection of affairs, nor fhall farms of villages 
be given to them, but they fhall only be 
employed in keeping accounts. If it thould 
appear that any thing contrary to this rule 
is practifed, you+ will have to anfwer 
for it. , 


13. The Reyuts of each village thall de- 
cide amongft themfelves all difputes which 
may arife amongft them refpedting caft, 
and the inhabitants of other villages fhall, 
“not interfere therein. A breach of this is 
to be punifhed by fine. 


14. In the diftri& above mentioned there 


* The dha/haum is fuppofed to mean the houfe~ 
hold of the fovereign. 


. + The officer to whom the order i is addreffed. 
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are feveral Tallaubs*, the produce whereof 
is Hifat+. ‘The Aumil thall go himfelf 
and fee that the lands are not left unculti- 
vated, and that the produce beincreafed ; and 
when the produce is ready he fhall attend in 
perfon, and having feen the grain threfhed, 
thall take the half of it for Government, 
1s. Land which has ‘ain fallow ten 
-years fhall be delivered'to Reyuts to culti- 
vate, upon Gow/e; the firft year they fhall 
be exempt from paying any revenue, and 
the fecond year they hall only pay half of 
the cuftomary affeffinent; but the third 
year the full amount thercof fhall be col- - 
leéted from them. Land which is barren, 
mountainous, and rocky, fhall alfo be given 
to the Reyuts to cultivate; and the firt 
year they fhall be entirely exempted from 
the payment of revenue; the fecond year 
they thall be affeffed at only a foutth of 
the ufual rate; and the third year at one 
haif; but the fourth year they fhall be af- 


* Tallaubs, | imagine, here means low marfhy 
tracts, F : 

+ Shared equally between the fovereign and the 
cultivator, 
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fefled at the full ‘rate. The fame rule is 
to be obferved with refpeét to lands of the’ 
above defcriptions, the produce of which is 
thared between Government and the Reyut: 


16, If a Reyué fhould offer to farm a 
Moxa upon an annually increafing. affef 
ment,’ and it fhall appear that the Moxa, 
which-is in .a'fuinons condition, may: be 
brought into 4 floutithing ftate by cultiva-. : 
tion, a Cowd/e of three years thall be granted 
to the cultivator for that purpofe, and. from 
the fourth year the terms of the leafe thall be 
fixed according to the-produce of the lands. 


19. The cultivation of Nukbood, Coolty, 
and’ Moot*, muft be encouraged to the 
utmoft, and Cowle be given to the Reyuts 
for that purpofe, 


18, Wheat and barley: are very little 
cultivated in the diftri@. It is therefore 
ordered, that'in villages where it has never 
been fown, lands which are affeffed at five 
pagodas, fhall, upon their being cultivated 


* Different kinds of pulfe, 
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with wheat tod barley,’ be affeffed’ at four 
pagodas only, ‘until the fourth year, when 
the affeffmerit fhall be imfofed at the ufval 
tate. And in villages, “where thefé arti» 
eles are praduced, the cultivation of them 
thall be encouraged by giving Cowde to the 
Reyuts. 


19+ It is forbidden throughout the de-' 
- pendencies .of this’ Government to platit — 
Bang ;, and the Reyuts muft be informed, - 
that whoever fhall plant.this fhrub is to be 
fined.. If: any Bang thould be remaining 

- of Jaft year’s growth, or fhall have been 
brought in. from other countries by traders, 
a duty fhall be levied upon it of double the 
fixed rate; and whoever thall by ftealth 
plant Bang behind their houfes or in: their 
gardens, fhall be fined. - 


"a0. Let 200 trees of the Mango and 
other choice fruits be planted on fome of 
the -beft ground in every village, and be 
taken particular care of; and let report-be 
nade of thein to the Hussoor * 


* Literally the Pref, the Sovereign. 
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21. If any perfon take poffeftion of de- 

ferted* plantations of Beetle-nut and Co- 
coa-nut trees, &c. in the diftric, and: fhall 
not pay the Kundaya + thereof to Govern- 
ment, fuch plantations, upon difcovery 
. being made of them, fhall be fequeftered,, 
and people fhall be employed on the part 
of Government to cultivate them properly, 
fo that the number of fruit trees, Turcar- 
reet, &c, may be increafed, The particu~ 
lars of the trees fhall be entered in an ac- 
count, ‘and. the Mubuffool || thereof be de- 
liveréd to Government, and be entered in 
i There are alfo many perfons 
(s.:plantations without paying 
rent, iene ‘cafes, whenever it fhall 
become known, they are to be affeffed like’ 
other Reyurs. You are alfo to take a fhare 
of the Zuccavee, &c, or whatever grows 
under the fruit trees, 






*% In the original Bey-wawris, which, though 
literalty-meaning heirlefs, I imagine, in its prefent 
application, fignifies deferted. ? 

+ The revenue paid to Government. 

} AU greens that come under the denomination * 
of pot-herbs, 

| Produce, © 


pevagee | . 
22. The whole of fhe Rofin, Aloea- 
wood,, Lack, Wax, and Dammer, -pro- 
. duced in the diftriét, isto be referved with 
great.care, and no improper confumption 
of thefe articles is to be allowed of; but 
carriers are tobe employed to tranfport the 
‘whole of it to Agran Puttun*; and in fa- 
ture, throughout the diftri&, proper {pots 
of ground are to be chofen in every village, 
and 2900 pine and faul trees are to. be 
planted,and taken the utmoft care of ; and 
if there are any trees of thefe defcriptions 
within the tenements of the Reyuts, a price 
is to be fixed upon the produce of them, 
which is to be purchafed, .and.the price fo 
fixed is either to be fet off. againft.the 
Reyut's vent, or to be paid to: him in ready 
money ; and of thefe articles not one atom 
is to be fuffered to go out of the country, 


23. Trees of Teak-wood and Acacia, the 
wood of which is required by Government 
for making the wheels of gun-carriages, 
&c, are not -to be felled; when they are 
wanted: for the fervice of Government, an 


* The magazines of Seringapatam. 
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order from the Huzxeer is to be obtained, 
upon which they are to be cut down. 
Wherever the feed of the Teak tree is to 
be met with it muft be obtained, and du- 
ring the rainy feafon it muft be fown on 
the banks of rivers, and at the bottoms of 
hills, fo that the quantity of thefe timbers 
may inercafe, 


a4. Throughout the diftrié: wherever 
there are Sandal trees which have come to 
perfe€tion, they are to be cut down, and 
the ftems, roots, and branches of them, 
are to be'collected together, and an account 
having been taken of them, {pecifying 
their weight, they are to be tranfported to 
Agran Puttun. Xt is alfo ordered that San- 
dal wood fhall be planted in great quan- 
titiss, wherever good ground is met with, 
watered by running ftreams, rivers, and 
rivulets; and no perfon fhall be permitted 
to cut down a fingle Sandal tree without 
the order of the Huzsoor, and if any one 
fhould by ftealth do fo, he fhall be fined 
in the fum of 500 rupees, 


25. You are to collec all the Tamarind 


[ted 
and Khiar Difttee, that is to fay, Sikakauh- 
tee*, in your diftri@, whether on planta- 
tions or in the woods, excepting what may 
be produced within the tenements of the 
Reyuis, which you are not to touch. 


26. Reyuts who fhall make new plan- 
tations of Beetle-leaf, thall only be fub- 
jected to pay half the ufual tax during 
the firft three years; but from the fourth 
year they fhall be put upon the fame foot- 
ing’as other planters, 


27. Reyuts who fhall make new plan- 
tations of Beetle-nut trees fhall be ex- 
empt from the payment of any tax du- 
ring the firft five years; from the fixth 
year they fhall be affeffed at half the efta- 
blifhed rate, until the trees bear fruit, from 
‘which time they fhall pay the full efta- 
blithed tax, or fhare the produce, as may 
be the cuftom. 


* Sikakanbtee, a plant of the genus memofa afperata, 
the feed and leaves of which being bruifed, or made 
into flour, is ufed in wafhing the hair and body. 
The plant itfelf is covered with ftrong prickles, 
and is made ufe of to fence inclofures: 


ie | 

28.- Whoever makes new plantations 
of Cocoa-nut trees fhall be exempt, from 
the payment of any tax for the firft four 
years; the fifth year he fhall pay one 
half of the eftablithed tax; and the fixth 
year the whole, or a fhare of the produce, 
as may be the cuftom; and during four 
years, whatever quantity of Turcaree is 
produced in thefe plantations fhall be given 
up to the Reuss. 


29. An account fhall be taken of all the 
houfes of the Reyuts, &c. of all cafes 
throughout your diftri@, f{pecifying the 
names of the villages, the number of 
ploughs, the quantity of feed fown, and 
of land tilled; the number of workmen, 
their families and children ; with, their 
various cafis and occupations. In forming 
thefe accounts, great precaution is to bé 
obferved, to prevent its creating any alarm 
amongft the Reyuis. Every year the in- 
creafe or diminution of agriculture and 
population is to be obferved in the man- 
ner following: The Shamboges of the 
villages are to prepare and tranfmit the ac- 
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counts to the Simpt*, and the Shamboges 
of the Simpt are to form the complete ac- 
count, and tranfmit it to the Aymil of the 
diftrié&t, who is to prepare one general 
ftatement, giving a full view of the popu- 
lation and cultivation of the country, and 
depofit it in his Cutchery; from whence it 
is to be forwarded to the Huszoor; and as 
the month of Zeehuje is appointed for the 
infpedtion of thefe accounts at the Huzzeor, 
they muft be depofited in the Cutchery in 
the month of Rumzaun. It will be proper 
when you commence the numeration of 
the houfés and inhabitants, to give it out, 
that the purpofe for which you are come 
to their houfes is to fee whofe expences 
exceed their means, and to affift {uch per- 
fons ‘with advances of Tuccavee: in this 
manner You are to get the numeration ef- 
fected. 


30. The month of Rumzaun of every 
year is fixed for the infpeétion of the Wafil- 
bakee and Fummabundy accounts of your 


* The fame as Zurruff, in Bengal, one of the 
Subdivifions of a diftriat. 
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diftri&; you are therefore to be careful 
that thefe accounts are prepared and tranf~ 
mitted to your Cutchery in the month of 
Shabaun, 


31. After the end of the year the Aumil, 
Serifptadars, and Shamboges, thall go through 
the diftri€t to every village, and fhall take 
a particular account of the meafurement 
of the lands by the derra:fultaunee*, {peci- 
fying the quantity of Iand appertaining to 
each village, and how many dubs (each Jub 
containing 82 derrabs) have been fown by 
one Khundee of feed.—Alfo the quantity of 
land covered by tanks, rivers, and ftreams, 
together with the lands of the Degfaun-+ and 
the Bramins. The Enaum lands, public 
roads, gardens, &c. diftinguifhing the cul- 
tivated and the wafte, the watered and the 
dry, as alfo the foil, whether of the firft, 
fecond, third, or fourth, quality. More- 
over, what quantity of grain is produced 
in each from one Khundee of feed,.-with a 


* For the explanation of this’ and the other mea- 
fures which follow, fee articles 74 and 76, 
+ Hindoo pagodas. 
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{pecification of the revenue, or the fhare of 
produce which it yields. This account is 
to be taken down in the prefence of the 
Reyuts, from whom a Mochulka is to be 
taken; and agreeably thereto a general ac- 
count of the lands of all the villages in the 
diftria, accarding to the ftandard of mea- 
furement above fpecified, is to be prepared, 
and every year tran{fmitted to the Huzxoor 
and to your Cutchery, and you ate alfo to 
keep a copy thereof in your own office. 


32. If, at the time when the above ac- 
count is forming, the Shamboges and others, 
from apprehenfion of the difcovery of their 
defalcations, fhall inftigate the Reyuts to 
throw obftacles in the way of its being 
done, and they be detected, they fhall be 
feverely reprehended and fined. 


3 3 All lands under the denomination of 
Inaumaut,* (excepting the Deofaun and the 
lands of Bramins) and all lands under the 
denominations of Kutcodukee*, Acluk Mau- 
num, Meerkunthee, Fofee, Bhut-wurtee, Too- 


* The orthography of thefe words is uncertains 
cz 
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tee, Tyallarufi, &c. appertaining to the vil- 
lages, fhall be brought into the meafure- 
ment, and fhall be included in the Fumma; 
and the Jnamaut lands which are to be con- 
tinued to the proprietors, fhall be written 
off againft the Fumma in the accounts. 
Whoever is under engagement to perform 
fervice, fuch fervice fhall be exacted from 
him. 


34. Puiteels and others have made tanks, 
wells, ponds, nullas, &c. at their own ex- 
pence, and the land taken up by fuch 
tanks, &c, is held by them as Enaum Kut- 
codukee, "Chis Enaum fhall be continued 
to them, but they thall be obliged to keep 
fuch tanks, &c. in repair; Government 
fhall not have to repair them.—T hey ‘hall 
alfo be made to dig up the mud from the 
tanks, &c. and embank them therewith. 
If an Enaumdar has not the means to te« 
pair a tank which is gone to ruin, it fhall 
be done by Government, and a yearly af- 
feffment, proportioned to the expence of 
the repair, thal] be levied upon the Exaum- 
dar. The Tumgha lands of forts and caf~ 


[ at J 
tles, and the borders of inclofed villages, 
thall bs continued as ufual. 


35. The following rule is to be obferved 
in making the repairs of fuch tanks, wells, 
-nullas, &c. as immediately belong to Ga- 
vernment. 


The Aumil, Mutfuddy, and Hircarrabs, 
fhall go and infpeét the tavks, &c. them- 
felves; and in making the repairs fhall be 
patticularly attentive to the advantagé of 
Government, and to the increafé of the 
produce, A particular account of the mea- 
furement of the work repaired, by the efta- 
blifhed ftandard, fhall be kept in the offices’ 
of the Mutfuddies and Shamboges of the 
villages; and the wages of the workmen 
fhall be paid to them, taking their receipts 
for it. Buffaloes fhall be ufed for convey- 
ing the mud for embanking the tanks every 
year, and an account fhall be kept by the 
Shambeges of the quantity of mud thrown 
every day round every tank, 


36. If any perfon fhall, at his ew ex- 
pence, dig tanks, wells, &c, throw up 
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ramparts, build {mall forts or baftions, or 
people a village, ‘upon its being afcertained 
from the Mokuddums* and cultivators upon 
the fpot, a quantity of ground (in fixing 
which you are to be regulated by the cuf- 
tom of the place) fhall be given to him as 
TInaumkutcodukee; and if no fuch cuftom ’ 
. fhall prevail at the place in queftion,, in- 
quiry fhall be made at the villages round 
about, and land be given to him as Exaum, 
according to what may be found to be the 
cuftom in thofe villages. 


37- In your diftri&t, the period fixed for 
the payment of a Kiff+ is four months ; 
and from the beginning to the end of the 
year, the whole of the collections are to 
be made in three Kifs, and after dedu€tion 
being made of the charges, the money is 
to be fent to your Cutchery, and a receipt 
to be taken for it. At the commencemént 
of the month of Waufpie Bhauderpud tf, 
you are to adjuft the accounts of the Reyuts, 

‘and by, the end of that month the whole 


* Principal Reyuts. + Inftalment. 
} The 6th month of the year. Vide Art, 123. 
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of the revenue muft be collected and paid 
in to Government. 5 


38. Tt is ordered, thatina difti@ which 
pays 10,000 pagodas, whenever 500 pa~ 
godas fhall have been collected, they fhall 
be immediately remitted to the Cutchery. 
You will obferve what is the Yummabundy 
of ‘your diftri€&t; and accordingly as the 
money is colleéted, you will remit it to 
your Cutchery. 

39. You are to require the farmers of 
villages. to tranfmit their rents according 
to the Kifbundy, under charge of Tubuls*; 
and if they fail to do fo, you are to repri- 
mand them, and put others in their places. 


40. Hircarrahs who are employed to 
prefs workmen, frequently ufe them ill, 
_and extort money from them.—This mutt 
be inquired into, and forbid ; men are to be 
prefled for the fervice of Government 
_only; and if the Hircarrabs ufe them ill, 


* The fame as Pykes, i.e, Revenue Peons, 
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or take money from them, they fhall be 
punithed. 


41. The Aum, Serifhtadars, and Sham- 
boges, fhall attend at the Cutchery of Go- 
vernment fiom nine o’clock in the morning 
till five o’clock in the evening, and do their 
bufinefs. They may then go to their 
homes, but they are to return to the Cut- 
chery at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
remain there till three in the morning; in 
which time they fhall prepare and complete 
the accounts of the day, and having fealed 
and figned the accounts, {hall tranfmit 
them to the Huzzcor and to their Cutchery; 
they may then retire to reft. 


One Putteel or Shamboge of a village 
fhall not vifitat the houfe of another. No 
public officers fhall tranfaé bufinefs in 
their own houfes, but only'at the cutchery, 
Monthly accounts fhall be tranfmitted to 
their refpeCtive Cutcheries, and the ftate of 
the diftric&t hall be reported every week, 


42. Whenever commiffions or orders of 
Government fhall be iffued from the Dewan 
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of your Cutchery, at the Huzzsor, and 
the Tokuree Cutchery, immediate obedience 
fhall be paid to them, on pain of the dif- 
pleafure of Government. ° 


43. The Reyuts of villages are accuftomed. 
to expend their money upon travellers, and 
in celebrating feftivals : they are now for- 
bid to fpend their money upon travellers ; 
anditis ordered that when Reyu/s are defirous 
of expending money in this way, they fhall 
only be allowed to expend one pagoda out 
of one hundred in every village; there is 
no occafion for them to {pend more. 


44. You are to fee that the people he- 
longing to the A¢hoonee are regularly mu- 
ftered, and are to pay them their wages into 
their own hands, according to the eftablith- 
ment: Houlcundayab land thall not be given 
them.—{ Here follows a repetition of the 
6th article. ] 


45. At the time of making the Yumma= 
bundy of the -diftri&, fuitable dreffes thall 
be prefented to the Reyuts and Puttecls, &c. 
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the coft of which will be paffed in the 
accounts, 


46. For keeping the accounts of the dif- 
tri&t, the Seri/btadars and Shamboges are to 
be allowed the daily expenditure of one 
quire of coarfe paper, and one dek of lamp 
oil, “Whatever is really’expended out of 
this allowance, fhall be paffed in the ac- 
counts: the Shamboges are to take care in 
future, not to write upon dirrit *; accounts 
written upon paper will be attended to ; 
and not accounts written upon &rrit. 


47. The Naikwars of the Coondachar 
take bribes from the Purtee/s, &c. and be- 
come fecurities for them to Government ; 
it is now forbidden toaccept of the Naik- 
wars as fecurity, the fecurity of refpectable 
Putteels and Shamboges is to be taken., 


48. Aumils, Serifotadars, Shamboges, 8c. 
when they vifit the villages, have been ac- 
cuftomed to take Aloofa}, &c. from the 
Reyuts. There is no need to do this in fu- 


£ Palm leaves, + Diet money. 
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ture ; and whoever fhall tranfgrefs in this 
refped, fhall {all under the difpleafure of 
Government. There is alfo no occafion 
to fupply with fuel, &c. the Oolkees who 
are fent by Government to colleé& the 
Tullub: neither is there occafion for the 
Reyuis to givefuel, &c. to your people who 
go into the villages to colleét money: the 
Puiteels of the villages are to be ftriGly 
enjoined to prevent the confumption of 
firewood *: if any perfon fhall expend this 
article, the Aumil thall be made to account 
for it, , 


49. After the Aumil thall have arrived 
in the diftriG, if, owing to his oppreffion, 
any of the Reyuts who were in the country 
upon his arrival fhall abfcond, the Aumil 
fhall be made to pay twenty pagodas for 
every plough of a refpectable Reyut who has 
fled, and teti pagodas for every plough of 
the poor Reyut. 


go. You are to afcertaim from whom ba- 
lances of former years are due: from thofe 


# Suppofed to mean firewood laid up for the 
public fervice, 
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who have the means to pay, you are to 
enforce the payment of the full amount, 
and from fuch as are poor, you are to re- 
ceive payment by fhftallments—Reyuts who 
have fled the country are to be encouraged 
to return, and the balances due from them 
are to be recovered by gentle means; and 
where balancesare due from Reyuts whaare 
dead, you are to recover it from their Zin- 
digee *, if they had any; and if not, you 
are to take a Mochulka+ from thePutteels and 
.Reyuts of the village, and write them off in 
your accounts, 


gt. If any perfon fhall deliver in a flate- 
ment containing charges of corruption 
againft. the former or prefent dumils, Se~ 
rifotadars, Shamboges, &c., or againtt the 
farmers or Puitee/s, the parties fhall be made 
to appear, and the money fhall be recovered 
from them, If any altercation arifes, refe- 


* Suppofed to fignify property, or the means of 
fubfiftance, f° 

+ Means here a certificate that the deceafed left 
‘no property; or an obligation’ to apply the property 
that fhall aftérwards be difcovered, to the liquidation 
of the arrears of rent. 
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rence fhall be made to the Hwzzeor and to 
your Cutchery; and whatever dire¢tions 
may be,iffued from thence fhall be obeyed. 
If in future, upon fuch charges being pre- 
ferred, you thall conceal and not examine 
them, and it fhould come to the knowledge 
of the Huzszoor and be proved, you fhall not 
only.be made to pay the money in queftion, 
but alfo be fined. 


52 There are many Koruchywaurs, 
thieves, and highway robbers, in your di- 
ftri&; you are to find them out and appre- 
hend them, with their women and children; 
and having feleéted from them all the young 
boys and girls who are wanted by, Govern- 
ment as flaves, you hall provide them with 
a fuitable allowance for their diet, at the 
rate of one feer of rice and one pice per day, 
one with another, and fend them with great 
cate, under charge of the Kelladar, to the 
Hfuxzoor; the remainder, you fhallcaufe tobe 
bound by the waift with ropes, and employ 
them in carrying earth for’ the fervice of 
Government ;.and you fhall allow each of 
them one deh pokbta of flour of Raugy, and 


[ 30 J 
a copper Caufs*, You fhall alfo report 
their condition to the Huszzeor, and to your 
Cutchery; and obey fuch orders as-fhall be 
iffued to you refpéating them. 


53. If any traveller, or perfon who is 
heirlefs, &c. fhall die within your diftria, 
his property thall be feized for Government; 
and if any perfon fhall take poffeflion of 
the property of one who has died without 
leaving an heir, enquiry thall be made, and 
twice the value fhall be taken from him ; 
and if afterwards an heir to the property 
fhould appear, it fhall be delivered over to 
him, and his receipt be taken for it, 


54. The horfes and bullocks belonging 
to Government are kept in your diftrict to 
graze: you are to confider the care of thefe 
cattle asa charge of the firftimportance. 
If the Aumil, Killedar, Serifotadar, Sham- 
boges, &c. fhall make ufe of a horfe or a 
bullock belonging to Governinent, five 
hundred rupees for each horfe, and twenty 
pagodas for each bullock fhall’ be taken from 


¥ A cafh or pice. 
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the perfons who made ufe of them, and they 
thall be difiniffed from their offices, and be 
turned.out of the country. 


If any perfon who finds a ftray horfe or 
bullock bearing the Government - mark, 
fhall detain it in his own poffeffion, ‘you 
fhall punifh fuch perfon. 


ss. Ifany perfon belonging to the army 
fhall take up his abode in your diftrié, 
without haying a pafs from Government, 
he fhall be feized, and information thereof 
thall be fent to the Huzzcor, from whence 
whatever order is iffued in the matter fhall 
be obeyed. Merchants and peaple of the 
country are not to be ftopped becaufe they 
have not paffes ; but public fervants, and 
other perfons are not to be fuffered to go 
without one: the obfervance of this rule is 
to be enforced at every village. 


56. You are to afcertain the exadl diftante 
between every town and village throughout 
your diftri&t, ‘and the number of wells in 
which there is water, and the aumber of 
thofe that are dry on the roads; as alfo 
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what thickets, hills, ftreams, embank- 
ments, plains, and tanks there are in the 
way, and what particular {pots are fit for 
halting-places fom an army. An account 
of thefe particulars is to be made, and kept 
in the Dufteer, and one copy thereof is 
to be tranfmitted to the Huzzeor, and one 
copy to your Cutchery. 


57. Whenever the bullocks employed in 
the fervice of Government fhall be fent into 
your diftri& for Kulthee, if there is Kulthee 
ready in the Cufbah,* you are, without a 
moment’s lofs of time, to fill it into bags, 
and deliver it: and ifthe grain fhall be in 
the villages, you are, in the courfe of five 
ar fix days, to have it brought in, and deli~ 
vered in bags, taking a receipt for it ; -and 
the bullocks are to beimmédiately difpatched 
with the grain, In cafe of a fingle day’s 
delay, you are to confider yourfelf as anfwe- 
rable for the hire of thefe cattle. When 
you difpatch the bullocks, you fhall, at 
the fame time, write information of the dit- 


* Principal town. 
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tance which the army may be from your 
dittrict, ¥ 


58. Acommiffion upon the Fammabundy 
of your diftria, (exclufive of the Exaum, 
Deoftaun, Akrar, &c, lands,) of a quarter 
of a fanam Kunteeroy * upon every pagoda 
is allowed, for difcharging the pay of the 
Aumil, Peifchears, Beafps, + and Munni- 
caurs. Jt is expected that you keep up the 
full eftablifhment of Munnicanrs and Bea/ps, 
and pay them their fixed allowances, and 
taking the remainder for your own wages, 
fulfil your duty. If you keep more or lefs 
than the eftablifhment of Beafps and-Munni- 
caurs, you fthall refund the difference of 
the wages. The Aymil, and other officers 
in the revenue department, fhall not trade; 
if they do, they will be made to forfeit 
doubie the amount of the concern, in which 
they are found to be engaged, 


* Suppofing the pagoda to be worth 13% Janams 
Kunteeroy, the commiffion for the payment of the 
revenue officers, and eftablifhments mentioned in 
this article, is fomething leis than 2 per cent on the 
revenue. 

+ Difmounted horfemen, 

D 
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59. Rules to be obferved in purchafing 
articles that are required for the fervice of 
Government : 


A monthly price-current thall be made 
with the affiftance of the Sithee, Wurtuk, 
Cotwayl, &c., for the Bazars in your dif- 
tri&t, which price-current fhall be figned 
and fealed by you. 


If Koot/hee * fells in the Bazar, by the 
price current, at rg Deks for a Ranam, you 
fhall take it at the rate of 17, and pay 
the money to the merchant, taking. his 
receipt’; and where the eftablithed price 
of rice, tovir, moung, &c. thall be 10 
Deks for a Fanam, you thall take 11. And 
the following are the rules to be obferved 
in the purchafe of articles which are fold 
by weight: g 

If the price of Ghee, oil, and iron uten- 
fils, &c, fhall be at the rate of 2 pagodas 
per wétul, + you fhall deduct a Fanam out of 
every Pagoda, aud pay the purchale money; 
one Fanam out of every Pagoda fhall alfo be 


*" # A fort of pulfe. + Maund. 
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deducted from the price of cloths, theets, 
blankets, thread, &c., and the purchafe 
money fhall be paid to the fherchant, taking 
his receipt {pecifying the particulars. 


60. You are to keep up an eflablifhment 
of bullocks in the fervice of Government 
in your diftriét, at the rate of 2 bullocks for 
every thoufand pagodas of your fummabundy; 
and you are to allow one pagoda Kunteeroy 
per month for the hire of each: whatever 
goods or articles are required for the fervice 
of Government, are to be tranfported upon 
thefe bullocks, every oné of which is to 
carry a load of go full deks, or a weight of 
6 uttus; and thefe bullocks, when cons, 
veying goods, are to travel at the rate of 4 
Sultaunee kurobs a day, and at the rate of 6 
kurohs a day when returning unloaded. 
Youare to provide pads and faddles, and one 
man to every two bullocks for the care of 
them; and you are never to keep thefe bul- 
locks unemployed, but be conftantly and 
fucceffively fending them with loads of 
goods. 


Whenever thefe bullocks fhall be wanted 
Da 
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by Government, you are to colleét therm 
together, and fend them in a drove, with 
an account of tlm. 


If any of thefe bullocks thould be of a 
{mall fize, you are neverthelefs not to di- 
minifh their loads : the proprietor of fuch 
bullocks mutt either bear the load himfelf, 
or find bullocks that will carry them, 


61. If a greater quantity of hu/thee, or 
other articles fhall be ordered, than can be 
tranfported tothearmy, totheMaodeekbana*, 
or to Agran puttun, upon the bullocks in 
the fervice, others are to be hired for the 
occafion ; and the rate of hire to be paid 
for them, is one Fanam for every diftance 
of 4 Sultannee Kurohs which’ they may 
travel ; and each of thefe hired bullocks is 
to be difpatched with a load of 105 full 
deks of grain, or eight aftuls in weight. 
The hire, as above fixed, is to be paid, 
and a receipt to be taken, Frequent appli- 
cations are not to be made to Government 
about. paying hire, 


* Purveyor’s office. 
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62. Formerly the cuftoms were made a 
Separate farm 3 but this farm is difeontinued, 
and the cuftoms are to be-colleéted at each 
Moxa throughout the diftri@, and are to be 
included in the Fummabundy. 


63. The Deafaun lands are all to be re- 
fumed throughout your diftrié ; and after 
afcertaining to what Simpis* they formerly 
appertained, you fhall re-annex them, and 
include them in the Yummpbundy of thofe 


Simpts, 


64, Whenever the towers and fortreffés 
of the villages in your diftri&t aye fur- 
rounded by hedges of Sikakaubee and Cujcu, 
you are to raife behind fuch hedges, other 
hedges of Boha trees, otherwife called the 
Munjeenaur; where there are no fuch hedges 
as above deferibed, you are to make them 
of Sikakaubee, Cujea, and Boha—~You are 
alfo to enclofe plantations and fields with 
the Boka, and give ftrié orders that no one 
fhall break them without permiffion from 
the dumil. You are to make the Reyuts 


* See noteto the 38th article. 


D3 


fot) 
deliver annually a quantity of Boba, # in 
the proportion of 5 Uzteels to every 1000 
pagodas in the Fuamabundy of your diftrid, 
and are to fend it to your Cutchery upon 
the bullocks which are kept in the fervice 
of Government. 


65. The repairs of fuch forts, &c. as 
belong to the Ummul, are to be made by 
the 4umil; and the repairs of thofe which 
belong to the department of the Coondachar 
and Kelladar, are, according to the regula- 
tions, to be made by the Kelladar—but the 
whole expence of thefe laft repairs is never- 
thelefs to be entered in your accounts of 
buildings, 


66. The Awmnil of the diftri@ thall firft 
take a firelock himfelf, and fhall require 
of the Reyuis, and of the Muflemaun, Mab 
rattah, and other inhabitants of the Cufbah, 
that every houfe fhall furnith one man 
with a firelock, and on every Friday thefe 
men fhall be aflembled before the Aumil, 


%* This muft mean the Bark of Boba, which is ufed 
for making ropes. 
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and made to go through the cxercife-— 
And in every village throughout the diftri@, 
the inhabitants fhall be required to keep 
firelocks, and to affemble and go through 
the exercife everyFriday; and every abfentee 
fhall be fined in the fum of 5 fanams—Re- 
gular mufter-rolls and accounts of the fines 
are to be kept and tranfmitted to the Hus. 
zoor : thefe fines are not to be included in 


the Yummabundy. 


64, In the fort, there is a houfe belong. 
ing to Government, appointed for the Cut~ 
chery : befides this, if there fhould be 
any other houfé belonging to Government, 
for the refidence of the Kelladar and Aumil, 
well and good ; otherwife houfes, contain- 
ing each of them twenty Che/bnmis,* thall 
be erected at the diftance of 50 Deras from 
the, Cutchery, at the expence of Govern- 
ment, for the Kelladar and Aumil, and 
they are to be kept in repair by Govern- 
ment—One of thefe buildings is for the 
refidence of the Kelladar, and the other for 


* This word, it is fuppofed, means apertures for 
air and light, doors and windows, 
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the Ummuldar ; and whoever happens to be 
the Aumil and Kelladar thall occupy them; 
there is no occaggn for more than twenty 
Chefbmais in each. The Kelladar and Aumit 
fhall fit and tranfaé& their bufinefs together 
in one of the Chefbmais of the Cutchery— 
If there is no Cutchery in the fort, a Cut- 
chery containing 7 Chefhmais thall be built, 
and they fhall both tranfaét bufinefs in it, 


68. If the Reyuis, in difcharge of their 
rents, fhall offer gold, filver, copper, or 
brafs, thefe articles are not to be difpofed 
of to traders, but are to be purchafed for 
Government, according to the price-current 
of the Bazar; and to be entered in the ac- 
counts of the office, and to be forwarded 
with the account of them to the Cutchery 
at the fame time with the fupplies of ftores, 
If in breach of this rule you fhall allow 
thefe articles to be difpofed of to merchants, 
and receive the purchafe money on account 
of Government, you will incur the difplea- 
fare of Government. 


69, The Cauzees and other refpectable 
Mahomedans, and fuch as follow the pro- 
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feffion of arms, fhall be exempted through» 
out your diftri€. from the payment of any 
houfe tax, or tax upan grain and other 
things which they may bring from the 
country for their food. 


70. You fhall feize all Padres, and Culli- 
Jlauns * that are to be found within your 
diftri&, and fend them under a guard to 
the Huzgoor—and you fhall enquire and 
afcertain what Zindigie, grain, cattle, land, 
and plantations, &c, they poflefs, and fhall 
fequefter the wholethereof for Government; 
and you {fhall deliver over the lands and 
plantations to other Reyxts, whom you 
fhall encourage to cultivate them, ag, in 

" cafe they are not cultivated, you will be 
required to make good what they fhould 
have produced—In future, if any perfon of 
the caft of Culfiftaun {hall take up his abode 
in your diftri@, you fhall, according to 
the above dire&tions, feize him, with his 
family and children, and fend him and them 
to the Huzxzoor. 


* Chriftians, 
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41, The following rules are to be obfer- 
ved in firing falutes on days of rejoicing, 
and in celebrating viftories, &c.: on the 
day appointed for celebrating feftivals, vic- 
tories, &c., the guns are to be fired at the 
tenth Gurry of the day ; and falutes to the 
Sultaun are to be fired at the time when he 
is paffing in ftate ; falutes for vitories Gb- 
tained by commanders of troops, are to be 
fired according to order, 


The occafions upon which falutes are to 
be fired, and the number of guns at each, 


are as follow ; 


On the’ ede Ulnumeneen, the 


I 3th of Rejeb 20 puns 
On the Su/taun’s birth-day, the 

y4th of the month of Toolooce 30 
The Eede of Rumzaun, &c., in 

the month of Showaul 20 
The Eede of Zeehuje, on the 

toth of that month 20° 
The anniverfary of the Sw/taun’s 

Reign, the 3d of Beyhauree © 30 


A victory obtained by the Su/taun 20 
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When the Su/taun’s Retinue is 


paffing go guns 
For victories by Commanders 
and Officers of the Army Io 


72. Wherever there ate Mofques in your 
diftri&, there are Cauzees, Moolas, and 
Moxins. You fthall tranfmit a ftatement 
of the allowances given to thefe perfons, 
and the Ezaum Sands held by them, under 
yours and the Kelladar's {eals, to the Cut- 
chery; and continue them according to 
their Suanuds—You are to collec together 
the children of the Mahomedan inhabitants 
of the Cufbab, &c., and caufe them firft to 
be taught calculation and accounts, and 
afterwards to read books; and you’ (hall 
keep and tranfimit an account ofall children 
who are inftru€ed in reading; whoever 
‘will become a Muffidmaun, the Cauzee thall 
initiate him, and his name fhall be written. 
down on the lift of the faithful: care is to 
be taken thatnoother perforithan the Canzee 
fhall, in his own houfe, make converts of 
male or female flaves—wherever there is 
no Moique, a Mofque of 5 Cht/bmais thall 
be builr, and Moo/asentertaincd at a monthly 
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allowance of 10 Fanams, and a quantity of 
ground yielding 10 Fanams thall be granted 
for the purpofe. The Puiteels thall alfo fur- 
nifh a daily quantity of oil, weighing 2 
Fulooces,* to light the Mofque ; and land 
for the fupport of the expence of the oil 
fhall likewife be appropriated, and the Moo- 
das fhall be enjoined to inftruét the Mahé-~ 
medan children in reading, and fhall read 
prayers to the Mahomedan inhabitants. 


43. Every perfon who thall become a con~ 
verttothe Mahomedan faith, ifhebe a Reyut, 
thall only pay half the ufual affeflment, and 
fhall bé exempted from the payment of houfe 
tax; and ifhe is a dealer in merchandize, 
his goods fhall pafs duty-free. Befide this, 
there are other rules laid down in the regu- 
lations for the Cauzees of the Simpts, a copy 
of which you muft obtain from the office,. 
and adhere to them, ‘ 


Heretofore the meafure of a Kbundee has 
been of various capacities ; they are all now 


to be difcontinued, and the following ftan« 


* Piece. 
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dard of meafure is fixed—The weight of 34 
Fanams Kunteeroy is one rupees 24, rupecs 
make one light Dek +; 3 and light Deks 
are equal to one full Dek + weighing 84 
rupees; 16 full Deks make one Karon 
and 2d Kuros one Khundee. It is ordered 
that according to this ftandard, meafures 
thall be made in all the diftri€s, with Go» 
vernment-{tamps upon them ; and that all 
grain be bought by thefe meafures filled to 
the brim: that the weight may be exact to 
a fingle Dek. It is alfo ordered that all the 
old wooden meafures be broken, and that 
the old weights and meafures of iron, &c, 
be delivered up to Government, , 


‘A Rupee is to be denominated Fores a 
Kuro, Beyd; and a Khundee, Abia; and 
by thefe new names they are to be ex- 
‘prefied in all accounts. 


45. The former names of Seer, Derra, 
and Maund are to be difcontinued ; and 
throughout.all the diftrias, weights of the 


* In the original Dek Kbaun. 
++ In the original Dek Pokbta, 
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under-written names and flandardare to be 
made, with the Government-ftamp upon 
them, and to be eves where ufed in their 
ftead; and they are to be expreffed in all 
accounts by the names now given; and all 
the old weights are to be thrown away.— 
The Seer is to be called Dek; and the Dek 
is to weigh 24 Rupees. The Derra is to 
be called Hub; and the Hud is to weigh ro 
Deks. ‘The Mun (Maund) is to be called 
Urtul; and the U#tul is to weigh 4 Huds 
or 40 Deks. 


76. A Derra Sheraiee has been fixed 
upon to be ufed in meafuring lands, and in 
building fortifications, &c. It is fent to 
you, and you are to caufe the meafurement 
of lands, &c. to be made by this Derra. 
Thirty-two Derras are to make one Lud; 
and the meafurement of all lands is to be 
expreffed in Luds. 


77. The meafure of the Derra is founded 
upon the Cu/ma Teyeebee,* in which there 
are 24 letters, and contains 24 Mirangu/his;+- 

* The Mahomedan confeffion of Faith. 
+ A Thumb-breadth. 


[ 47 ] 

that is to fay 24 Nirangu/bts make half a 
Derra Sultaunee, and 48 Nirangufbts make 
a complete Derra, ‘Tche meafure of a Né- 
rangu/bt is determined as follows: ro grains 
of fine rice, weighing 6 Tabas, make 1 
Nirangufbt Fowan;* 7 grains of coarfe rice, 
weighing 6 Tahas, make 1 Nirangufht; 
7 grains of wheat, weighing 4 Tabas, + 
make 1 Nirangufot; 3 Nirangufis make 1 
Gerra; 8 Gerras % a Derra; and 16 
Gerras 1 Derra. 


27. The following Royal ftandardis fixed 
forthe meafure of diftances : 


Two Gurries make one Kuroh; and 3000 
military paces are equal to one Gurrie, each 
pace being the length of one Derra Sultan 
nee; fo that 6,000 Sultaunee Derras make 
one Kursh, or a journey of 2 Garries, 


Ordérs are to ba given to the Reywis on 
the confines of every village, to meafure, 
with Sudtaunee Derras, all the roads, both 


* Here means a full grown perfon. 
+ In the original 14, which muft baa miftake, 
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high ‘roads and bye roads, and to mark 
every Kuroh by planting a Burrb-tree on 
the right hand fide, and a Goolar and Neem 
tree on the left hand fide of the roads, at 
thofe diftances ; and they are to be enjoined 
to be particularly careful of the prefervation 
of thefe trees, 


You are to pay hire for the carriage and 
conveyance of goods according to thefe 
Kurobs. 


98. If there are ten iron-founderies in 
your diftri, you are, by encouragement, to 
increafe them to double the number ; and 
accgrding to the indents and mutters fent 
from the Huzsoor, you are to have iron 
Dubas * and fteel Kubuttees + made and 
forwarded. Whenever an order comes to 
your Cutchery for iron fhot and Duwbas; 
you are to forward them without the finall- 
eft delay. Ironmongers may make ‘all forts 
of implements of iron, but you are to take 
care that they do not fell thot, You are 

* Shells. 

a A fort of cutlafs or ford. 
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alfo to afcertain where there are mines of 
iron and fteel, and obtain from thence the 
utmoft poffible quantity of each of thofe 
articles, which you are to take the greateft 
care of, 


79. You are to purchafe faltpetre at the 
yates under mentioned, and forward it, ac~ 
cording to the indents which may be fent 
for it, from your Cutchery. 

There are four kinds, viz: 

Fanam Kinteeroy, 


In perfect cryftals 

thrice boiled, each Uttul 43% 
Second, in broken 

cryftals, do. 4 
Third, in grains, ‘do, 3% 
Fourth, in duft, do. 3 


80, The names of the daa+, &e, which 
have been fixed by Government, are -as 
follows: and they are to be written in this 
way in all accounts, 


» The Perjian letter 42 ftands in the original for 
Fanam, and the dot . for half a Fanam. 
t Meaning the different coins of the cotntry, 
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9 Teys, make 1 Uddbab; 5 Uddbahs, 1 Beb; 
4 Bebs, 1 Aya; 16 Ayas, 1 Taba; and 
16 Tabas, 1 Fanam : 

So that 1 Fanam confitts of 256 Ayas, or 
1792-Behas, ot 8360 Uddbabs, or 40,680 
Teys. : 

Weight in Poppy Grains, 
1 Pagoda 14,400. 
1 Fanam 1,600. 
1 Taba —— 100. 
1 Aya —+~ 6k 








81. There are vintners’ fhops in your dif 
tri&t ; whenever you find four of thefe fhops, 
you fhall fupprefs two of them; and dou~ 
ble the fax upon the remaining two. 


82. In your diftri& there are fhops for 
the fale of inebriating liquors made from 
herbs, upon which you fhall double the 
tax which has been heretofore collected 
from them. 


83. Formerly there were plantations, vil- 
lages, and houfes, &c. under thé control 
of the Kelladar, ‘They are no longer to 
be continued fo, and the plantations and 
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the Cutwaul of the villages, &c, are placed 
under your dire@lion. If a habitation is 
wanted for one of your people, you fhall 
caufe the houfe of fome perfon who is heir- 
lefs, and who may be defirous of felling his 
honfe, to be made over to him by fale; 
taking care that the purchafe money for 
it is paid to the proprietor. You are not to 
give a houfe which is the property of one 
perfon to another. ‘The people who ‘are 
under the Kel/adar, in the fervice of Go- 
vernment, are employed as fentrics, and 
in guarding flores: and it is not proper to 
allow them to have any thing to do with 
plantations or civil concerns, This order 
has been alfo inferted in the regulations for 
the Kelladars. All plantations, 8&c, which 
have heretofore been under the controk of 
the Kelladar, are to be refumed and put 
wnder the Athoonee management, 


84. The people of the Athoonee and 
Abafraum are not to be paid. their wages, 
by Tunkbaus upon the villages, but you 
fhall pay them in ready méuey, and into 


EZ 
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theit own hands, under the pain of the 
difpleafure of Government. 


85. All the lame and blind in your difs 
triét are wanted to work at the * Bhuta- 
hufoee, &c. You are therefore to collec 
them together, and having given them an 
allowance for travelling charges, you are 
to fend them to your Cutchery, and take 
a receipt for them. You are alfo to find 
out + orphan children, and giving to each of 
them one full Dek of rice, and one Fulooce, 
you are to fend them to the Huzzoor. 


86. It has been the practice in the dif 
tri€ts, for Governments principal fervants, 
Teajecaurs t, &c. to take villages and lands 
‘in farm. ‘You are direéted to annul all 
fuch farms, and to give the lands to the 
Reyuts to cultivate. In future you are 
upon fo aécount to farm out villages or 
Jands to perfons of this defcription; a breacli 


* Snppofed to mean Workhoufes in which fuch 
people may be ufeful. 

t In the original Beywauries, written, I imagine, 
by miftake, inftead of Beywanillee. 

t Clerks, Adusfuddies. 
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of this order will incur the fevereft dif: 


pleafure, 


84. It has been a practice in the diftridts, 
for the Makuddums and Reyuts, 8c. to pay 
a bribe of 50 or 100 pagodas a year to the 
officers of Government, for orders upon 
the umils and farmers to exempt them 
from heing preffed. You are to make 
fri inquiry into this matter in future; 
and having found out the perfons who fhall 
have taken this bribe, you are ta make 
fuch of them as are upon the fpot refund 
the money, and pay it into Government. 
And ifthe perfons who have taken it fhall 
be at the Huzzoor or other places, you fhall 
fend an account thereof to the Huszzoor, 
that it may be levied from them, ; 


88. People belonging to the -Athoones 
have frequently occafion to go from one 
village to another upon public bufinefs : 
in that cafe when they are to pafs in and 
out of the fort, you are to addrefs a note 
to the Kelladar, and require a pafs for them 
from him, which you are to fend to the 
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gate, and you are to call the people before 
you and examine them; and obferve the 
fame rule when you fend them out; and’ 
you are to note down your obfervance of 
this rule in your journal. 


89. The bullocks of Government! which 
appertain to the Imervt M:bil ave fent to 
your Cutchery to be trained: you are to 
deliver them in charge to the Putteels of 
the villages; and whenever there may be 
Punna * belonging to Government, the 
bullocks are to be trained to the draught 
by yoking them to the plough thereof; 
and when there is no Panna belonging to 
Government, they are to be yoked to the 
ploughs of the Putteels. If the Shamboges 
or Reyuts thall prefume to yoke them to 
their ploughs, a five fhall be exacted of 20 
pagodas for every bullock fo yoked, Striet 
_ orders are alfo to be given to the Putteels to 
take the Government bullocks every day to 
the Jungle, -and to bring them back in the 
evening, and to picket them in their falls 
within the fort, and feed them well. When- 


* Mutt be fome particular denomination of land, 
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ever an order comes from your Cutchery 
for bullocks, you are to furnifh them im- 


mediately. 


go. A new eftablifhment of Munnicaurs 
Shamboges, Beafps, &c. has been fixed for 
the diftri& : they are to be kept up accord- 
ing to that eftablifhment, and the perform- 
ance of their duties to Government is to be 
exacted from them. If any of the old or 
new Shamboges or Serifhtadars ave unfit for 
their offices, you are to report the matter 
to the Huzzoor, and adhere to fuch order as 
you fhall receive thereupon. 


gt. It is ordered that a quantity of ftraw 
be annually gathered together in your dif- 
triG, in the proportion of one Kiar to,every 
pagoda of the land tax, (or Fummabundy, ex- 
clufive of cuftom, houfe tax, &c.) The 
Kiar to confit of a Pufbtara * of the cir- 
cumference of 3% Derras; and two fuch 
Pufhtaras making one load: and yon are 
to gather it in this proportion from all the 
villages, and require the Mokudums and 


* Burden, 
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farmers, during the period of making the 


colleétions, to fee it gathered in the vil- 
lages, and preferved with care, 


If the ftable horfes, or artillery bullocks 
fhall be fent to your diftrit to graze, 
you are according to order to deliver the 
ftraw in Kiars of the above meafurernent, 
and take receipts for it, There is no occa+ 
fion for the fervants belonging to the ftables 
to go themfelves to the villages and colle& 
ftraw as they pleafe. The Sar horfemen 
muft alfo take flraw from the Reyuts by 
equitable purchafe, and not by violence, 
the obfervance of this rule is enjoined to 
them in'their regulations. If any perfon 
takes ftraw by force, you are to feize him 
and‘fend him to the Huszsoor; and if you 
cannot feize him, you are to afcertain his 
name, and the name of his Rifaladar and 
Semadar, and report them to the Huszvor, 
that he may be fent for and punithed. 
Whatever quantity of ftraw, accuniulated 
for Government, fhall remain at the end 
of the year, over and above the quantity 
required’ for confumption, is to be fold, 
and the money produced by the fale is tg 


[57] 
be paid in to Government. The Reyuts 
are to be forbid to fell any ftraw without 
your ofder. 


92. It is ordered, that in every diftrié 
which pays 1000 pagodas, the Reyuts thall 
keep four brood-mares. You are accord- 
ingly to fele& fuch of the Reyuts from all 
the villages in your diftri& as are truft- 
worthy men, and who underfland the 
keeping and care of horfes, and equally 
diftribute amongft them the charge of 
keeping a number of mares in proportion. 
to the Fummabundy of your diftri&. If 
the Reyuts hall require pecuniary affiftance 
to enable them to purchafo miares, you 
mutt let them have it at the rate of too, 
150, of 200, rupees for each. A number 
of horfes are brought for fale to the Nur. 
putty® Fatira+, and the Reyuts may pur. 
chafe and bring them from thence. ‘T'wo 
ftallidns have been fent by Government 
jnto every diftriG to breed from, and you 
mutt iffue ftri& injun@ions that all the 
mares fhall be covered by thefe flallions, 


* The name of aplace. = A fair, 
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and not by other horfes. Whenever foals 
are brought forth, you are to fend for the 
owner, and advance money to him, -at the 
rate of. 100 rupees for each foal, to enable 
him to feed them; and you are to direct 
the following mode to be obferved in feed- 
ing them: for the firft month the foal is 
to be fed with 3 Deks of milk every day; 
from that time till it is fix months old, one 
light Dek of butter, and one full Dek of 
flour of vetches is to be given daily, mixed 
with the milk; after the end of the fix, 
months the milk is to be difcontinued, and 
in addition to the flour of vetches and buts 
ter, two full Deks of Coulthee is to be 
given to the foal, until it has attained the 
age of one year, from which time the 
flour and butter are to be left off; and till 
the next year the foal is to be fed with 4 
Deks of boiled Coulthee, 


During the firft year the foal is t bo 
tied with a ftring, and fuffered to go with 
its dam to graze; and after that period, if 
it is acolt, it is to be feparated from the 
dam, and fuffered to graze by itfelf with 
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a ftring about its neck ; but ‘Vf it is a filly 
it need not be feparated from its dam, 

A brood-mare is to be fed with 3 Deks 
of boiled Conlthee every day. ‘The foals, 
both colts and fillies, are to be backed and 
broke as foon as they have attained the age. 
of, one year anda half, and at two or three 
years they are to be fent to the Hysxoor for 
examination, when they will be purchafed 
at fuitable prices, from 200 to 500 rupees 
each; and after deduting the fum which 
may, as above mentioned, have been ad- 
vanced by Government, the balance will 
be paid to the owner. 


Ifa Reyut is defirous of felling his horfe 
elfewhere, he is not to do fo without the 
knowledge of the Avmil, and is not to 
take a lefs price than 200 rupees, but may 
“fell him ‘for more than that fum; and ont, 
of the price which he receives he is to pay 
back to Government the, advance which 
may have been made to’him, Every 4y- 
mil who fhall keep up a greater number of. 
brood-mares in his diftri&: than he is re- 
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quired to do by this regulation, will merit 
the.approbation of Government. 


You are defired to fend all the colts 
which are now to be found in your diftriat 
of two years old, with their owners, to 
- the Huzzoor, that, after being examined, a 
proper price may be given for them. 


You are again defired to be ftriatly at- 
tentive to the orders contained in this rule; 
and you are moreover directed to keep a 
regular account of the brood-mares and 
foals that are with the Reywts, and you 
are alfo to provide the food of the ftallions 
that are given by Government, and take 
care that they are kept in high condition, 
fo that they may propagate the {pecies. 


93. Tobacco has hitherto been prepared 
with {pirits and other deftrutive things to 
increafe its ftrength; this is forbid, and it 
is ordered that tobacco fhall only be pré- 
pared with Faggree*. Let an injunétion 


* Molaffes, 
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to this effe@ be laid upon all the people of 
the diftria. 


94. Heretofore Turmeric has becnghoiled 
with cow-dung. This is forbid, and it is 
ordered that in future Turmeric fhall be 
boiled with red oker throughotit your dif- 


trict. 


o5*, All the rules: neceflary to be ob» 
ferved are laid down in this code, and are 
to be adhered to. If any cafe fhall occur 
not provided for, requiring reference, to the 
Huzzoor, let fach reference be made; and 
the order iffued in confequence be obeyed. 


96. The following rates are eflablifhed 
for the purchafe and fale of gold, filver, 
and copper, the obfervance of which you 
are to ftri@tly enjoin to all fhopkcepers, 
fhroffs, and traders, in your diftrict. And 
whenever thefe articles are purchafed for 
Government, they are to be taken at 1 os 


© The original article bearing this No. appearg 
to have been at firft omitted, and at lafl mifplaced, 
by the Perfian copyift. It ought properly to have 
been included in the r2gth article, 
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2 Tabas under this rate; and as the value 
of the gold happens to be greater or lefs 
by the affay, fo thall the price be greater 
or le{¥ in the proportions hereunder fixed: 


Fanams Ku 
Hun Babadurrie each Hun*® = 13 
SFumfoeiree do. 12 
Feringie Put do. 10 
Saunvoree do. 9% 
Dhaurwauszee do. 10} 
Paudfoaby do. tok 
Soobroy do. 103 
Nundee do. 10g 
Vankutputtee do. 11} 
Poolee , do, rik 
Adbponee Mahomudfhabee do. 11} 
Rauje Gopaulee do. i2 
Kurg do. 12 
Purlee Caveri do. 12 
Sarraree Caus, © each ae 
weighing 1 Pagoda do. 18 
Caus+ Tfambole, each ; 
weighing 1 Pagoda do, 14 , 
Durkee do, . iid 


* Pagoda,’a finall coin. t+ Conftantinople, 
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Tela Nipauk, weighing 


Fanams K 


5 Huns each Hun 4 
Afringée do. , 13h 
Hurunpulee ‘ do. 11 
Weir Roy do, 12 2 Labas 
Nageree do. tof 
Gunglee do. to} 
Mamoor Khanee do. TO ° 
Ghoontee ' do. 120 
Gold of 114 * Ayars, 

weighing 1 Pagoda dow 13 
Silver, every 4 Foxes | 

or Rupees do. 12h 
Copper each Dek Y 
Rupees of Chillauxiny, 

Zereganne, Terbapao- 


ree, and Sooritee cach Choke 13 


97. Whenever fheep belonging to Go- 
vernment are kept to graze, you fhall every 
year caufe them to be fhorn; and you are to 
receive charge of their wool from the De- 
rogha of the Imerut Mibil,-with a {pecifi- 
cation of its weight, and are to give a re- 


* Degrees of purity, Zouckes, 
+ Every four, 
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ceipt for it. This wool you are to deliver 
to Nadaufs *, at fixed wages, to work it 
into the beft felt, and are to fend the felt 
through your Cutchery to the Huzsoor. If 
good felt cannot be made, you are then to 
forward the wool to your Cutchery, and 
take a receipt for it. 


98. Such of the cattle and theep as Have 
’ got the rot, you fhall deliver to dealers in 
leather, and caufe them to tan and prepare 
the leather, which you are to take for Go- 
vernment, and tranfmit ittoyourCutcherys 
and you fhall let the tanners take the flefh 
of the animals inftead of other pay, whicl, 
you are not to allow them. 


99 Heretofore merchants and traders 
undef this Government have heen accu- 
ftomed to go to the dependancies of Cheena« 
patam + to purchafe falt and other articles. 
All intercourfe with that province is now 
forbid: and you are to notify to the mer= 


.* Cotton cleaners means here workmen who make 
felt, woollen-drapers, 


+ Madras, 
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chants, that fale abounds in Khofbaulpore, 
Kooriaul, Dhonavir, Merjaun, Angola, and 
other places at the foot of the Ghauts, do- 
pendent on Nagore, and in the dependan- 
cies of Calicut; and dire&t them to go to 
whichever of thefe places is neareft to that 
of their refidence, for the purchafe of falt, 
and not to go to the dependancies of Chee- 


napatam. 


.If any merchant, in difobedience of this 
order, fhall privately go into the Cheena- 
patam province, for the purchafe of falt, 
&c., you fhall, after enquiry, feize his 
Zindigaunee * swith his cattle, andalfo the 
falt, for Government; and moreover fine 
the offender, and threaten him fo ag to 
deter him from the like offence in future. 


If merchants belonging to Cheenapatam - 
province. fhall come into the dependancies 
of this Government, for the purchafe or 
fale of goods, falt, &c., you fhall make 
them prifoners, and feize their cattle and 

* Should be Zindigee, but copied from the ori- 


ginal, 
F 
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goods for Government ; and you fhall re- 
port the -matter to the Huszcor, and attend 
to fuch order as fhall be given. 


109. You are to keep up the full number 
of exprefs Hircarrabs fixed in the eftablith- 
ment of your Diftri&, and in concert with 
the Kelladar and the Mutfuddee of both de- 
partments, you are to pay them feverally 
their fixed wages and allowance for lamp- 
oil and paper, taking receipts from them. 


The rate at which they are to travel, is 
determined to be one Kuroh Sultaunee in one 
Gurry amd ahalf. Addreffes and letters from 
the Dewanee, Bukjbee, and the Aba/baum 
Cutcheries, &c,, and articles for the ufe of 
Government, are to be forwarded by thefe 
expreffes; and letters and goods of other 
peifons are not to be fent by:them : if any 
perfon fhall infringe this rule, he thall be 
punifhed, and meafures are to be taken to 
prevent it in future. 


to1, In the villages of your diftri&, there 
are Fakeer’s booths: many of thefe Fekeers 
have a pradlice of, adminiftering intoxicating 
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liquors and herbs to the inhabitants and 
paffengers, you are to lay fri injundion 
upon fuch Fakeers as have already got fixed 
booths, to refrain from this mifchievous 
practice ; and whoever fhall notwithftand- 
ing perfevere therein, is to be expelled the 
country; you are alfo not to fuffer any more 
Fakeer’s booths to be ere€iedin the villages 
in future. 


102, Formerly it has been a practice for 
the Aumi/and officers of Government, and 
other people, to purchafe and fell aban- 
doned girls and orphan children, &c. ; and 
abandoned girls have frequently been taken 
into the Deofan.* In future they are hot 
to be fold abroad, or to be lodged in- the 
Deoftan, but are to be colleéted together for 
Government ; and you are to fend them 
through your Cutchery to the Hyzxvor, 
allowing them each at the rate of one full 
Dek of rice, and one Fuloace, until their 
atrivals at the prefence. 


® The Hindoo Temples, 
F2 
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103. During the time of war and tumult, 
the Aumil and Kelladar hall caufe their 
families to remain at the feat of Govern- 
ment, and fhall themfelves be in their forts 
attending to their duties. 


104. In your diftria& there are banket’s 
thops eftablithed under the control of the 
Milkatugar * + you are to give the Shroffs 
and clerks the allowance which is fixed 
underneath, and you are to advance to each 
of them 1000 Pagodas, to enable them to 
dealin gold, filver, andcopper, &c. 


If anyother Seethee + or Wurtuck, thall, in 
future, of himfelf, deal in thefe articles ac- 
cording to the mode practifed heretofore, 
he is to be confidered as a defaulter to Go-~ 
vernment, and be fined; if they deal with 
the Shroff appointed as above by Govern- 
ment, there is no objedtion to it. 


* Head of the commercial Depaitment,—Lord 
of trade, : 


4 Money dealers, flop-keepers. 
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Pagodas Kuntecrgy. 
Pay of each Shroff per 
month, - - “ 3 


Each Mugfuddee or clerk = 2 


ros. An eftablifhment of Peous and Ca- 
matis *, 8c, ftationed at the fort for the 
fervice of the Aha/haum +, has been fixed 
by the Huzzoor ; and it is ordered that the 
Kelladar and Aumil, attended by theofficers 
of both their departments, hall fit toge-° 
ther once in every two months, and mufter 
them: and after difmifling all fuch of them 
as are old and infirm, fhall draw out a 
mufter-roll of the remainder, and pay them 
their, wages fix times in a year Into their 
own hands; and they fhall alfo receive, 
into the fervice, able young men as recruits, 
and pay them their wages in the fame 
manner. It is alfo ordered that mufter- , 
rolls and abftraéts of their pay be tranf- 
mitted by you once in every two months, 
under your feal and fignature, to the Huz- 
zoor and to your Cutchery. If, upon exa- 


* Bildars, pioneers. Wy 
+ Royal retinue, body-guard, [Ss 
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mination by the Natkwarries, it thall appear 
that old andinfirm men,orfuch as are under 
age, are kept in this fervice, the Amount 
of their pay, as well.as a fine, will be 
exacted from you. 


106. Houlcundaya \and is given to the 
Condachar * Peons in lieu of wages—with 
this land the Balcundaya or wafte land is 
intermixed. You are to enquire into this 
matter, and leaving with the Peons the 
cultivated land, you are to difcontinue the ° 
Balcundaya or watte land, and in lieu 
thereof are to give them land which has 
Jain fallow 5 or 6 years, and is become fit 
for cultivation, fo as to make up the full 
quantity to them according to their efta- 
blifiment ; diftributing it to them indivi- 
dually through the Kelladar and Mut. 
Juddies 


Whenever one of thefe Peons dies, you 
are to enlift one of his brethren or family, 
who thal] be fit for fervice, in his place; and 
deliver over to him the land and its produce; 


.* Garrifons, vide article 113. 
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and if he fhall have died heirlefs, the 
produce of his land, then on the ground, 
thall go to Government, and you fhall enlift 
fome able-bodied man, and deliver the 
land tohim. When the produce of thefe 
lands are ripe, the Pejbkaur, Aumil, and 
Munfroor, with the Mutfuddies of both de- 
partments, are to go and take an exact 
meafurement of the produce, and having 
entered it in the accounts, give it up to 
the Peons. 


Whoever fhall keep wafte land in his 
pofleffion, is to be reproved and fined, and 
to be made to cultivate it. It is fixed that 

“they (the Peons) fhall be paid fix times in 
a year; you fhall therefore, every two 
months, fettle their accounts, and -after 
fetting off half the amount of the pro- 
duce of the land againft the total of their 
wages, you are to pay them the remainder 
through the Kel/adar, in ready money, fo 
that it fhall come into their own hands, 
and you are to take the Kelladar’s receipt 
for it. 


If the Kelladar, Serifhtadar, or Naih- 


[7] 
waurs, thall keep the lands of the Peons 
in their own hands and cultivate them, the 
Jands are to be taken from them, arid they 
fhall be made to pay double the value of 
the produce, together with a fine, to Go- 
vernment. 


107. Whenever Peons are detached upon 
the affairs of Government, an account is 
to be kept of the time allowed them for 
abfence. If they thould exceed their time 
by one or two days only, no notice need 
to be taken of it; but if they fhould be 
fill longer abfent, their pay for the period 
of fuch abfence is to be ftopped and forfeit~ 
éd to Govérnment. 


108, You are ordered to keep up the full 
complement of Peons’ of the Ahafbaun, 
according to the fixed eftablifhment ; and 
when men are wanted to complete their 
number, you are to make choice of thofe 
who are of the Byder caft, and of Reyuts 
who belong to the families of the old Peons, 
and alfo of able-bodied Peons who are out 
of the fervice. The Kelladar has received 
an order fimilar to this : it muft be ftriatly 
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adhered to, without deviation. You are 
to enlift the men and furnifh them with 
their pay, and are to take a reccipt from 
the Kelladar. In cafe men of the defcrip- 
tions above mentioned are not to be had, 
you are to prevail upon poor Reyuis, who 
live 5 or 6 in a houfe together, to enlift ; 
and are to complete the number of Aha- 
feaum men and pioneers, who are wanted 
for the fort, from them, If you fail to com- 
plete thefe corps by fome one of thefe 
ways, you will incur the fevereft dif 
pleafure. 


109. The Kelladar, Munfboor, &c, arc not 
to refide in the Government Houfe. If 
there are any deferted houfes in the fort, 
let one of 20 Chefhmais for the Kelladar, 
and one of 5 Che/bmais for the Munfhoor, 
be put in repair at the expence of Govern~ 
ment, and be given to them. “If there are 
no deferted houfes within the fort, let two 
buildings, containing the number of Che/h- 
mais above {pecified, be ereGted for thofe 
officers. They have received orders to 
this effeG, and you are to furnith a faffi- 
ciency of materials for building them, for 
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which you are to take a receipt from the 
Kelladar. A houfe of 20 Chefbmais has alfo 
been ordered for the Axmil: nota fingle 
additional Che/bmais is to be made at the 
expence of Government. The houfes be- 
longing to Government, as well as the 
houfes that have been deferted, are to be 
kept in repair at the expence of Govern 
ment. If at any time a fhop-keeper or 
Shroff thall apply for one of the deferted 
houfes, it is to be delivered tohim, making 
him pay a certain price for it to Govern- 
ment, 


110. If the Kelladar thould occafion any 
obftrudtién to the civil authority, you are 
to ‘addrefs the Dewan of the Cutchery of 
your diftri&, and get an injunéion iffted 
to him from the Buk/bee, which you are to 
deliver to him. The officers of both De- 
partments are ftri€tly enjoined to condud 
themfelves fo that no interruption fhall be 
given to the fervice of Government’ and 
if thefe orders are not attended to, and the 
bufinefs of Government fhould fuffer injury, 
both will be called to account for it. 
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rrr. Supplies of wood and ropes, and 
atticles for repairing the fort, are frequently 
wanted.” The Kelladar will make his pio- 
neers furnith fuch articles as are to be pro- 
cured in the wildernefs, fice of coft; and 
you are dircéted to fupply him with thofe 
which muft be obtained by purchafe, ta+ 
king his receipt for them, which fhall fpe- 
cify the price. 


112, It refts upon you to keep up com- 
plete the number of men of the thoonee 
and Afkadam *, fo that the bufinefs of Go« 
vernment may go on without interruption. 
In caferthe full number fhould not be kept, 
and any delay fhould arife in the difpatch 
of the petitions and addrefles to Govern- 
ment you will be made to anfwer for it— 
An account of the arrivals of thefe people 
is to be kept alfo in the Kelladar’s office, 


113. Houlcundaya land has been given to 
the Peons belonging to the fort: it is there 
fore ordered that, for the purpofe of culti- 
vating thefe lands, one half of the Peons 


* Poft-office, meffengers, couriers, 


[ 76 ] 
thall have leave of abfence once in every 
eight days, and the other half fhall remain 
on guard, &c. in the fort: an exa& and 
regular account is to be kept of all who are 
prefent and abfent, and the pay of thofe 
‘ who are abfent is to be ftopped during the 
period of fuch abfence, for Government 
An order fimilar to this has been given to 
the Kelladar, and you are to fee that he 
attends to it; and you are to report the 
number of Peons who are upon duty or 
abfent, to your Cutchery and to the Hus- 
X00r. 


14. If the Peons of the Coondachar 
Peons are detached upon duty, within the 
diftri@, to a diftance not exceeding 40 
Kurobs, there is no occafion to give them 
Barta; but if this diftance fhall be exceed- 
ed by even two Kurobs, you are to allow 
them Baita at the rate of 5 Kuntecroy Fa- 
nams per man, and you are to pay it to them 
purfuant to order from your Dewan ‘Cut- 
chery, and take their receipt for it, 


Cia 
115. The under-writen -rules are to be 
obferved in laying in provifions and ftores : 


"Che ftores which are required for the 
principal and inferior foi treffes, are mentio- 
ned in ‘the regulations for the Kelladars: 
you are to tranfcribe thofe regulations, and 
having obferved what kind of fort there is 
in your diftri&, you are to deliver the full 
quantity of ftores required for it to the Kel- 
ladar and Serifbtadar, taking a receipt for 
the fame. ‘The quantity of lamp-oil for 
the fervice of the fort is included in the 
eftablithment of the Abafhaum, according 
to which it is to be daily given out; and 
at the periods when ftores and provifjons 
are depofited in the magazines, you are to 
lay ina proportionable quantity of oil, three 
fourths to confit of oil of Ricinus, and 
one fourth oil of Se/atme. 


If there fhould be any foldiers in the fort, 
you are, every 15 days, to give out to them 
a fufficient quantity of oil of S¢fame, to 
clean their mufquets with, taking a receipt 
for it, : 
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The Kelladar will deliver to you out of 
the old ftores fuch articles as are condem- 
ned, which you are to take and exchange 
with the fhop-keepers. ‘The Ke//adar will 
alfo once in every year deliver to you all 
articles which have been hired, ‘and all 
other articles once in three years to be ex- 
changed, and you are to take and exchange 
them. You are to put into good repair the 
old magazines in which the grain is kept 
in ftoie, and if there are no old magazines 
you are to build new ones {ufficient to con- 
tain it. 


‘Twelve articles of food for each perfon 
every day, are fixed as follows; and you 
are to fupply them in the quantities and at 
the periods appointed in the orders relative 
to forts, 


L 
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_ Lift of the Articles. 
Rice of every 
kind - x full Dek. 
Flour = - of afull Dek 
Pulfe - ~ of a fhort ot 
light Dek. 
‘Ghee - - 1 ‘Foxe, (or weight 
of a Rupee) 
Tamarinds* — 2, ditto, 
Chillies - & Foxe. 
Salt - = 2 ditto, 
Turmerio ~ 4% ditto. 
Onions - - 1 ditto. 
Garlic - - 4} ditto, 
Beetlenut ~ 4 ditto. 
Tobacco = 1 ditto. 


* The MSS. copy gives 6 Joze of this article, 
The printed copy has been adhered to. 
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The following are the rules for eftablith- 
ing depots of provifions, &c. 














































Four 
§ Two 
‘ Sixmonths|_ months 
Names of the Right months {Aock in a{ftock ina Ae 
Articles. Ock Ma Prin |fort of thelfort Of the|r of the 
cipal forte lee sank, | fecond [oreo te 
B third rank, 
a | « . ge —— 
Wheat, .... | x000 Deks. 450 Deks| goo Deks} 250 Deks 
Paggree. +. 250 Untuls. 187 1296 6a 
Silky iaw sue 5 fullDers at ak 4 
aise ee 60 ditto, 37 25 4g 
de foaked in 
fa tae t 10 do. 3 6 af 
Warereeue 10 do, 4k 5 af 
Buch. i... 20 do, 15 10 8 
Rukteool oss 10 do, * 8 a 
Opium. ,,.- 1e do, 4 & 2 
lurdaurfing. « & do. 3 at 1 
«| Sung Reyza, « « § do. 3 2 4 
Sung Peita.» + 5 do, 3 2 FY 
Gunpy for bags. 40 pieces. go pees} 20pces| to pecs 
ae cathe ‘ 3§90 1§90 800 600 
Earthen pots | 
and' plates of 
various kinds; | | - 
and when any 
of thefe are 8000 6000 4000 2000 
broke, they 
are to be se- 
placed. 
ol, i nee 4000 goeo 2000 1000 + 





* As limes do ‘pot keep long, coarfe cloth is Recped in their juice, 

, and fuffered to dry.—When the foits are fhut up, {mall pieces of 

this cloth are ferved out in place of limes, A little hot water ex« 
traéts the acid. . 


+ Itis fuppofed that thefe articles are to be conftantly in depofit, 
and that the Rock of rice, &c, fhould be computed by multiplying 
the number of men and days into the quantities {pecified as one 
day’s allowance, 
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116. If any of the Peons belonging to 
the Fort thould accompany the Buk/hee, Fo« 
gedar, or Sepadar, a diftance not exceeding 
20 Kurobs, to any place within the diftrid, 
in war time, as efcort, there is no occafion 
to give them dict-money; but if this dif- 
tance is exceeded, they are, each man, to 
be allowed 5 Fanams. And alfo if they 
fhould be fent to fight or as guards beyond 
the limits of the diftri@, toa diftance of 20 
Kurohs, they are each to be allowed 7 Fa~ 
nams *, which you are to pay upon its 
being ordered from your Dewan Cutchery. 


Out of the unarmed Peons in your dif- 
trict, 6 men are ordered for every Dooley 
with 3 Korraries + and 2 Cotias {.: the 
bottoms of the Deoleys are to be made with 
the Boba rope. In this manner they are 
to be kept in readinefs ; and whenever an 
order comes for them from the Huaxoor, 
they are to be furnifhed immediately. A 


* Tt does not appear whether this allowance is 
for the trip, or for what period. 
+ Pioneers’ tools, 


J Bill-Hooks, 
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fimilar order has been given to the Kéelladar, 
and you are to fee that he obeys it. 


118, Na refpect is to be fhewn to per- 
fons who are born of flave-women and of 
proftitutes ; and they are not to be aflociated 
with. They are moreover not to be taught 
to read and write. ‘Teachers are to be 
forbid to inftrué& them; if any one fhall 
inftru& them, his tongue is to be cut out. 
Perfons of the above defcription may marry 
amongft themfelves, but fhall not be per- 
mitted to marry into refpeQable families, 


19. If any perfon, whether before mar-~ 
riage or after marriage, fhall keep a profti- 
tute or female flave, you fhall, after afcer~ 
taining the fact, take the flave for Govern- 
ment; and if any perfon objects to it, he 
will be punifhable, 


120. A ferap of paper is not to be trodden 

«upon: this injunétion is to be particularly 

attended to; whenever {craps of paper are 
found they are to be buried in the earth, 


121. Heretofore all perfons have been 
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accuftomed after meals to wath their hands 
with flour of vetches, &c, and to rub their 
bodies with it when bathing : this is very 
improper, and it is forbid in future ; and in 
place of flour of vetches, it is ordered that 
they fhall ufe flour made of Nagur- 
Mootha*; and all men are enjoined to obey 
this order. 


122. You are to caufe the name of your 
diftri&t to be ftamped onalliron implements 
and fhot which are made in your diftrict 5 
and are tofend them through your Cutchery 
to Agran Putiun, 


123. The following names are given to 
the Su/taunee months and years, by which 
they are to be expreffed in the accounts: 


* Hindoo Cycle. 
1. Abud Perbhoa 
2. Abmud Webhoa 


* The firft column next to the numbers contains 
the Sultaunee names, and the fecond column the 
Shanferit names of the Hindoo cycle, of fixty years, 
The orthography of fome of the Shanferit names is 
indiftinet in the original. 

G2 
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3. Ab Sookla 

4. Fa Permodota 
5. Bab Perjoteputty 
6. Buja Angreefoa 
9. Abud Seeri Mookha 
8, Abaud Bhawa 

9. Fab Alwa 
10. Aoge Dhatoo 

tr. Ay Efherra 
12. Fubud Bhoodania 
13. Febaud Pirmadee 
14. Wajeh Wikerma 
15. Vdd Wifhoo 
16. Zubud Chitterbhanoo 
19, Fora Soobhanoo 
18. Hey Taurun 
r9. Wahed Parthoa 
20. Budob Wigeah 
a1, Lyeb Serooject 
22. Tauib Serodbarree 
23. Yoxe Veerodbee 
ag. Cud Vikertee 
25. Havee - Kburra 
26. Cubud Nundun 
29. gah Vijie 
28. Waheed Hia 


29. Yébey Manuutta 


30. 
31. 
32 
33 
345 
35: 
36. 
37° 
38. 
39+ 
40. 
At. 
Ade 
43: 
AAs 
45. 
46. 
47 
48. 
49: 
50. 
Ie 
52. 
53+ 
54+ 
55: 
56. 
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Kie 
Kia 
Kubood 
Abul 
Del 
Dél 
Subal 
Zukee 
Axel 
Feloo 
Delo 
Maw 
Kubue 
Fum 
Fam 
Adum 
Wally 
Wallee 
Cobhil 
Goakib 
Yem 
Dod 
Humd 
Eldmid 
San 
Adecm 
Homdy 


Doormooky 
Hulmunnee 
Wulmunnee 
Wikarree 
Surwuddee 
Palwaw 
Saobukirt 
Peerbakerit 
Kurodbee 
Wifrwafoo 
Purabhoa 
Palonga 
Keebucha 
Somea 
Sadbaree 
Wirodeghurno 
Peridbaoree , 
Permabueka , 
Anunda 
Rakufba 
Nalla 
Pingalla 
Kalooky 
Sidbartee 
Roodree 
Durmuttee 


. Doondhee 
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59. Mujeed Roodercarree 
58. Kubul Rubta 

59. Sebdn Kurodhunna: 
60. Majeex Rukyenna 


Names* of the Sw/taunee Months. 


1. Abumudee — Chyter 
2. Bebarree Byfack 
3 Fafferee Seyte 
4. Darayee Afaur 
5+ Hafomee Surawun 
6. Wauffye Bhader Pud 
9. Lubberjuddy. Afnoge 
8. Hyderree Cartic 
9. Tooulee . Magesfir 
10. Yuffie Paofs 
11, Issuddee Maug 
12. Beazce Phagoon 


* The firft column, next to the numbers, con- 
tains the Sw/taunee names; and the fecond columa 


the Hindoo names. 
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SULTAUNEE RULE*, 


Make your computation by the firft let- 
ter in the name of the month, and you 
will know without difficulty what month 
it is in the order of their fucceffion; like- 
wife by the Fummul+ calculation. The 
letter compofing the names of any year, 
will give you the number of the year in 
the Cycle | of 60. 


.* Or Key, by which the year and months may 
be known from the Suétaunee names here given to 
them, 

+ The Yummul is a calculation by the arithme- 
tical, called bjad, the letters of which have dif- 
ferent powers, from x to 1000. Sce Richardfon’s 
Perfian Dictionary. 

* For the application of the above rule obferve 
the firft letter of the month Abmucee is Alif, which, 
in the dbjud, ftands for 1, and the letter compofing 
the Su/taunee name of the year Delo is Danl, which 
flands for 4, Laum 30, and-7Fae 6, making toge- 
ther a total of 40; fo that “ the ft of Abaudee of 
*€ the year Delo, Purabhboa,”’ which is the date fub. 
joined to thefe Regulations, means the aft day of 
the 1ft month of the goth year of the Cycle, It 
mutt, however, be alfo obferyed, that the firft and 
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124. It is ordered that an Jrfaulnama of 
the whole revenue of the diftri& fhall be 
forwarded at the fame time with the an- 
nual fupplies. ‘This Irfaulnama is to ftate 
the total of the Yumma of the diftri®, the 
amount tranfmitted, and the balance; as 
-alfo a full account of the remittances which 
have been fent through the Dewan of your 
Cutchery, in goods, cloths, coral, carda- 
mums, and other articles which have been 
purchafed. It is moreover to contain a de- 
tailed account of the Fwmma, and the re- 
ceipts and balances, diftinguifhing the ba- 
sances of the prefent year, and thofe of 
former years, which are to be carried for~ 
ward to the account of the enfuing year. 


125, You arc to examine the jewels, 
clothes, copper and brafs utenfils, &c. 


fecond years are not to be found by the Fummul 
calculation. bud is a word fignifying unity, and 
therefore wfed to expgefs the Creators and dbmud 
is one of the appellations of the Mahomedan Pro- 
phet. This rule applies throughout, with the ex- 
ception of the name of the firft arid fecond year af 
the Cycle, See Aflatic Refearches, Volume the 2d, 
page 233. 


[ 8 J 
which belong to all the Hindoo pagodas 
throughout your diftri€, and have an ac- 
count of them taken by the Serifotadars and 
Shamboges, with the defcription and weight 
of each article; and you are to deliver 
them over to the charge of the Shamboges, 
with die€tions to allow the ufe of them at 
the times when they are wanted in celebra- 
ting worfhip, and afterwards to put them 
away with care. In cafe the Shamboges fhould 
‘at any time be changed, the Shamboge who 
is removed fhall deliver over charge of 
thefe articles to his. fucceflor, and if any 
Mdeficiency ,fhould appear, you and the 
Shamboges of the Pagodas will be made to 
aufwer for it. 


126. Wages fufficient for your mainte- 
nance are allowed to you and your officers. 
It is therefore expected that you will not 
be guilty of mifreprefentation, in any 
matter, whether trifling or great. 

. iis 

Falfehood is an offence of the higheft 
nature, againgt both morality and religion. 
According to the books Sherra Wekaya and 
Tareech Velayet Khoraufaun, &c. offences 
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apainft the Sovereign are of four defcrip- 
tions; and the punifhment ordained for 
each of them is mentioned in thofe books. 
-God has alfo pronounced his curfe againgt 
lyars; fo heinous a vice is falfehood, that: 
all the other vices on the earth are produced 
by. it; and God has declared the lyar to be 
a companion for Satan, From him.who, 
jn obedience to God and his Prophet, 
fhuns this vice, offence againit his Sove- 
reign is not to be expected. 


The following are the four defcriptions 
of offences alluded to: oak 


1ft. He who rifes in arms againft his 
Sovereign, or unites with his enemies; or 
he who, by a writing under his hand, in- 
ftigates another to do fo; and he who with 
his hand is guilty of theft, The punith- 
ment denotnced againft fuch ‘criminals is, 
that they fhall be tortured, and be deprived 
of exiftence. — 


and. He. who utters difrefpeétful words 
againft his Sovereign; he who, by word of 
mouth, inftigates another to offend againft 
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his fovereign ; he who fpeaks in favour of 
abad man ; he-who difclofes his fovereign’s 
fecrets ; and all who are guilty of offences 
with their tongues.. The punifhment of 
fuch offenders is to be 80 ftripes. 


3d. He who by a look incites another: to 
offend, againft his Sovereign; he who ha- 
ving feen another offend againft his Sove- 
reign, keeps filent; he who having wit- 
neffed a theft, does not make it. known; 
_and all who are guilty of offences with 
their eyes. Such offenders are to be re- 
proved, and treated with feverity; and if 
they benefit by the reproof, well and good; 
otherwife they, as well as thofe who know 
of evil a€tions, and do not endgavour to 
prevent them, are to be turned out of the 
country. 


4th. He whohearing of an offence againft 
his Sovereign, or of an intended theft, 
keeps dilent, and does not endeavour’ to’ 
prevent the offence, is evidently confents 
ing to the offerice, and therefore. deferves 
punifhment, If he is’ a man of rank, he 
is to be punifhed in his property; if of a 
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low degree, in his perfon, Punifhments 
may be remitted by the fovereign. 
If any crime of the above four defcrip- 
tions fhall be proved upon you, you will 
receive the punifhment above denounced 


againfl it*. 


You are to perufe and ftudy thefe or- 
ders, morning and evening, and a& ac- 
cording tothem. In cafe of your failing 
to do fo, you will be brought to fevere 
punifhment. They are comprifed in a1 
leaves, and contain 125+} articles. 


Dated 1 of Ahmudy, the year'{ Delo 
Purabhea, and of the Higeera 1200. Write 
ten by Abbafs Ally, and dittated by Lala 
Govind Roy, Selonging to the Dewan Cut- 
chery of the Huzzoor. Lines 528. 


+ The gsth article ought properly to have been 
inferted as a paragyaph in this place. 

¢ There are in all 127 articles. The gsth arti- 
cle appeais to have been inferted after the reft of 
the book had been written, and the 127th is addi- 
tional to the original code, 

t Fortieth year of the Cycle in article 123. 
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124%, Imperial mandate under date the 
3d of the month of Swmree-+ of the King’s 
year, and year of Mahomed, 1215. 


Be it known to Syde Buddeeuxzumaum, 
Dewan of the 8th Cutchery at Sunka 
Gurry. 


The Reyuts, &c. of your diftri@s, when 
convidted of offences, are, at prefent, 
fined by Government, It is ordered that 
in future thefe fines fhall be commuted ; 
and that'the offender, in place of every 
pagoda of the fine adjudged againft him, 
fhall plant 2 Mango trees, and 2 trees of 
the large Faumun } in front of his village, 
and to water and tend them till they are of 
the height of 3 Derras. This or fr is to 
be inferted in the regulations for’ the dif 
tridts, ? 


* Not numbered in the original. 

+ Sumree not being one of the names of months 
in art, 1233 is fuppofed to have been’an error of the 
copyift, or to be a woid of one of the dialedts of 
that country. 

$ Almond Trees. 
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The above order is accordingly inferted 
in the regulations for the diftri€t, this 11th 
of the month Zabad Faffeerce of the King’s 
‘year, and year of Mahomed, 1215, cor= 
refponding with the Pulwung*, Seeubir 
Abdeck Sirawin Maus. 


* Words not intelligible; excepting Surawur 
Maus, or Hindso. month of Sawun. 


PLANS 
BRITISH INDIA, 


| ‘THE PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW ACT. 


1793" 
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An Anxinomen' of the AG for fetiling the 
Government and Trade of Inna, and for 
the Appropriation of the Territorial Re- 
venues and Profits of Trade between the 
Public and the Eaft-India Company. 


1793: 


THE CONTROL AT HOME, 


Tue A& provides for the contjnuation 
of the Board of Control for the affairs of 
India in all its parts, except, that inftgad 
of the Secretary of State being’ the Prefi- 
dent, the perfon firft named in the King’s 
Commiflion is to be the Prefident; and, 
inftead of the Commiffion being limited 
to fix Privy Counfellors, the number is 
indefinite, refting on the King’s pleafure ; 
of which, howeyer, the two principal Se- 
cretaries of State and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer are to be three: and His 
Majefty may, if he pleafes, add to the lift 
H 
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two Commiffioners, who are not of his 
Privy Council. 


By the former A&, no falaries were 
given to the Commiffioners for India; and 
thofe of their Secretary and other Officers 
were to be paid out of the Civil Lift. By 
the new at, the King may give £ “5,000 
a year amongtt fuch of the Commiffioners 
as he pleafes; which, together with the 
falaries of the Secretary and Officers, and 
other expences of the Board, are to be 
paid by the India Company, and not by 
the Civil Lift. The whole is not to exceed 
£.16,000 a year, the Commiffioners’ Sala- 
ties included. 


Oaths are prefcribed for the Commif- 
fioners and their Officers. ‘The office of a 
Commiffioner or Chief Secretary is” not 
to be deemed a new office, to difable their 
fitting in Parliament. The appointment 
of a Commiffioner not having a falary, or 
of a Chief Secretary (if a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons) is not to vacate his 
feat ; but the appointment of a Commif- 
fioner with a falary will vacate his feat. 
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Three Commiffioners muft be prefent to 
form a Board, 


‘The powers of the Board are, in fub- 
ftance, the fame as under former Aé&s of 
Parliament. ‘They are to fuperintend, di- 
re€t, and coiatrol all a€ts, operations, and 
concerns which relate to the Civil or Mi. 
litary Government and Revenues of India, 
fubje& to the reftri@ions hereafter men- 
tioned. They and their Officers are to 
have accefs to the papers and records of 
the Company, and to be furnifhed with 
copies or extraéts of fuch of them as fhall 
be required. ‘They are alfo to be furnifhed 
with copies of all proceedings of General 
Courts and Courts of Direfoys, within 
eight days; and with copies ‘of all dif- 
patches from abroad, which relate to mat~ 
ters of Government or Revenue, immedi-~ 
ately after their arrival, No orders on 
thofe fubjeéts are to be fent by the Com- 
pany to India until approved by the Board, 
and when the Commiffioners vary or ex- 
punge any difpatches propofed by the Di- 
rectors, they are to give their reafons ; 
and all difpatches are to be returned: to the 

Ha 
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Court of Direétors in fourteen days. ‘The 
Directors may ftate their objections to any 
alterations, and the Commiffioners are to 
reconfider them, and if they interfere with 
what the Direétors‘may decm matters of 
Commerce, the Direétors may apply to 
the King in Council to determine betwixt 
them. But the Board are reftri€ted”from 
the appointment of any of the Company’s 
Servants. If the Direétors, on being called 
upon to propofe difpatches, on any fubject 
relating to Government or Revenue, thall 
fail to do fo within fourteen days, the 
Board may originate their own difpatches 
on that fubject. 


The Bhard are not to authorize any in- 
cteafe of falaries, or any allowance or 
gratuity to be granted to perfons employed 
in the Company’s fervice, except the fame 
fhall be firft propofed by the Company, 
and their intention and reafons for fuch grant 
are to be certified to both Houfes of Par- 
liament thirty days before the falary can 
commence. © 


The DireCtors are to appoint three of 
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their members to be a Committee of Se- 
erecy, through whom difpatches relating 
to Government, war, peace, ot treaties, 
may be fent to, and reccived from India, 
The Secret Committee, and the perfons 
they employ to tranfcribe fecret di{patches, 
are to be fworn to fecrecy. 


Orders of DireQors concerning the Go- 
_vernment or revenues of India, once ap- 
proved by the Board, are not fubje& to 
revocation by the General Court of Pro. 


prietors, 


THE GOVERNMENTS ABROAD, 


The prefent forms of Government over 
the Prefidencies of Bengal, Fort St. George; 
and Madras, are continued in all their. 
eflential parts. For Bengal, by a Governor 
General and three Members of Council. 
For each of the others, a.Governor and 
three Members. Thefe latter, in refpect 
to treaties with the native powers of India, 
levying war, making peace, colle€ting and 
applying revenues, levying and employing 
forces, or other matters of civil or military 
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Government, are to be under the control 
of the Government General of Bengal; and 
are, in all cafes whatever, to obey their 
orders, unlefs the Direétors fhall have fent 
to thofe fettlements any orders repugnant 
thereto, not known to the Government 
General’; of which, in that cafe, they are 
ta give the Government General imimedi- 
ate advice. 


The Court of Directors are to appoint 
to thefe feveral Governments; namely, 
the Governor General, the two other Go- 
vernors, and the Members of all the Coun- 
cils; and likewife the Commander in Chief 
of all the forces, and the three provincial 
Commanders in Chief. None of the Com- 
manders iit Chief are, ew officio, to be of 
the Council; but they are not difqualified 
from being fo if the Directors fhall think 
fit to appoint them, and, when they are 
Members of the Connecil, they are to have 
precedence of the other Counfellors. ‘The 
civil Members of Council are to be ap- 
pointed from the Lift of Civil Servants, 
who have refided twelve years in the fer- 
vice in India. 
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The Dire€ors may appoint to any of 
thofe offices provifionally, but without fa- 
lary, till the perfons appointed fhall ac- 
tually fucceed in poffeffion. Any vacancy 
of Governor General, or Governor, when 
no provifional fucceflor is on the fpot, is 
to be filled by the Senior of the civil Coun- 
fellovs, till a fucceffor fhall arrive, and 
the vacant feat in Council, thereby occa- 
fioned, fhall be temporily fupplied from 
amongft the Senior Merchants at the no~ 
mination of the aéting Governor General, 
or Governor, if only one Counfellor fhall 
then remain. The Governor General and 
Governors may fupply vacancies in Coun- 
cil from the Lift of Senior Merchants, 
until fucceffors, duly appointed, fhall ar- 
rive to take their feats. In albthefe cafes, 
the falaries and allowances are to follow 
the acting Members while in office. If 
the Direétors fail to appoint to vacancies 
in two calendar months after notification 
thereof, the King may fupply them, and 
the Directors fhall not remove any perfon 
fo appointed. In all other cafes the Di- 
reGlors have the power of recalling or dif- 
miffing any fervants; and the like general 
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power is vefted in the Crown. Appoint. 
ments made before the AG are not to be 
thereby difturbed. 


‘The Commander in Chief of all the 
forces, when at either of ,the fubordinate 
fettlements, is to have a feat at the Coun-" 
cil Board, but is to have no falary in ref- 
pect thereof; and if the Provincial Com- 
mander isa Member of that Council, he 
may continue to deliberate, but his voice 
fhall be fufpended as long as the other 
thall remain. 


Provifion is made for fupplying the place 
of any Member of Council, difabled from 
attending by any cafual illnefs or infirmity, 


The depaiture ofany Governor ar Mem- 
ber of Government, or Commander in 
Chief from India, with intent to come to 
Europe, or any written refignation deli- 
vered in by thenr fhall be deemed an: avoi- 
dance of office, and the coming into any 
part of Europe fhall be a fufficient indica- 
tion of that intent. No falary fhall be paid 
or payable to any Officer, or his Agent, 
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during abfence, unlefs employed on aélual 
fervice; and if any officer, uniefs abfent 
on fervice, never returns, the Salary is to 
be deemed to have ceafed from the day of 
his quitting the fettlement. 


The AG preferibes the order and me- 
thad of conduéting bufinefs at the feveral 
Council Boaids. -Matters propounded by 
the Prefide t hall be firft proceeded upon. - 
He may adjourn the difcuffion of queftions 
put by the Mem ers of Council, but not 
more than twice, nor beyond forty-eight 
hows each time. All orders are to be ex- 
preffed to be made by the Governor Ge- 
neral i2 Council, or Governor #2 Council. 
Powers aie given to the Goversior General 
or Governors, to aél contrary to thé opi- 
nions .of the other Members of Council, 
taking upon themfelves the fole refponfibi- 
lity. On fuch extraordinary occafions, the 
Governor General, or Governor, and 
Counfellors, are to communicate to each 
other their opinions and reafons by mi- 
nutes, in writing, and to meet a fecond 
time; and if both retain their fuft opi- 
nion, the minutes are to be entered on the 
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eonfultations, and the orders of the Go- 
yernor General, or Governor, ate to be 
valid, and put in execution. 


If the Governor General fhall vifit any 
fubordinate prefidency, he fhall appoint a 
Vice Prefident to ac in Béngal during 
his abfence, who, with the Council, may 
a&t for that Prefidency alone. The Go- 
vernor General’s authority, and that of his 
Council, over fuch fubordinate fettlement, 
thall be transferred to the Council Board 
of the Prefidency where he fhall be pre- 
fent, except in judicial cafes. And whilft 
he is in a fubordinate Prefidency, the Go- 
vernor thereof fhall have only a voice in 
Council. His other authorities, except in 
regard to judicial matters, fhall be fuf- 
pended. If the Governor General fhall be 
in the ficld without a Council, all the 
Governments and officers fhall obey his 
orders, and he alone fhall be refponfible. 


Thefe extraordinary powers fhall not 
‘extend to the impofing any tax, nor to 
any a& which might not be done by the 
whole Council, nor to any judicial cafe, 
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nor to the fufpenfion of any ftanding order 
of Government, nor fhall thofe powers be 
exercifed by perfons cafually fucceeding to 
the temporary Government; and the Di- 
reétors, with the approbation of the India 
Board, may fufpend thefe extraordinary 
powers, and again revive them; and all 
the Governments are laid under reftriGtions 
to prevent war or extenfion of dominion in 
India, unlefs hoflilities againft the Com- 
pany, or their allies, fhall render war un- 
avoidable ; and the Members of the fubor- 
dinate Governments, a@ing contrary to 
this A&, or to the direftions of the Go- 
vernment General, may be fufpended or 
difmiffed by that Government, and far- 
ther punifhed. ‘The fubordinate Prefiden- 
cies are alfo required to communicate all 
matters of importance to the Superior Go- 
yernment, with all difpatch. 


The Governor General, and the other 
Governors, are vefted with powers of ap- 
prtehending perfons fufpedted of illicit cor 
refpondence, Witnefles are to be exa~ 
mined and crofs examined, and their evi- 
dence recorded; and the parties may be 
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tried either in India or fent home: in the 
latter cafe, the depofitions of the witnefles 
are alfo to be fent home, and are to Be re- 
ceived in evidence, fubjeét to impeach« 
ment in refpeét to the campetency of the 
witnefles, 


To the aéting Prefident of the feveral 
Council Boards, is given a cafting vote in 
all cafes of equality of voices. 


PATRONAGE AND RULE OF PROMOTION. 


The DireGtors are to appoint fo many 
Cadets and Writers only, as to fupply va- 
zancies accérding to returns from abroad, 
Their ages thall not be under fifteen, not 
sxceed ‘twenty-two, unlefs any Cadct fhall 
uave been one year in the King’s fervice, 
ind then his age is not to exceed twenty- / 
ive years. Alli fhall have promotion by 
cniority of fervice only. “Three years 
ervice qualifies a civil fervant for a place 
of £. 500 a year; fix years for one of ~ 
*, 15063 nine years £. 30003; twelve 
rears £, 4000 a year or upwards, None 
o take tivo offices, where the joint emo- 
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Juments thal! exceed this rule. All Col- 
letors of the Revenue are to take the 
oath prefcribed in the A& againft the ac- 
ceptance of prefents, and for faithfully 
rendering to the Company all they hall 
yecelve, 


The acceptance of any prefent, by any 
fervant of the Crown, or of the Company 
in India, is made punifhable as for extor- 
tion (with a faving of fees to profeffiondl 
men) and the Court, before whom fuch 
offence is tried, on any conviétion, may 
return, the prefent to the party who gave 
it, or difpofe of any fine in fayour of the 
profecutor. 


Difobedience of orders of the Direétors 
by fervants abroad, is made punifhable as 
for a mifdemeanor, and fo is any breach 
of truft or duty, or making or being party 
to any corrupt bargain concerning any 
office or employment, whether by a King’s 
or a Company’s fervant; and all the King’s 
fubjeéts in India are made amenable to all 
Courts of competent jurifdi@ion abroad, 
and at home for all crimes committed by 
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them in India) The Company may com~- 
pound civil aétions, now depending, or 
hereafter to be brought at any time before 
judgment, but in criminal cafes they are 
abfolutely reftriéted from compounding or 
remitting any judgment or fentence what- 
ever. 


“Servants of the Company, after five 
years abfence, cannot return -with their 
rank, nor ferve again, unlefs detained by 
ficknefs ; or unlefs it be by leave of the 
Company on a ballot of three parts in four 
of the General Court. In cafe of ficknefs, 
the Direétors are the judges in the Civil 
Service, and in the Militar y, the Directors 
and the Board of Control jointly are the 
judges. 


THE TRADE, 


The Company’s term is extended for 
twenty years, from the 1 of March, 
17943 fubje& to be determined at or after 
that period, on three year’s previous . no» 
tice by Parliament, fignified by the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons; fubjed, 
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however, as to the trade toand from India, 
to the following limitations in favour of 
fuch private merchants as may choofe to 
trade thither. In other refpects, and to 
and from China, and other places beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, the former re- 
ftriétions againft private traders are con- 
tinted in force; and if the exclufive trade 
thus limited, fhall be hereafter difconti- 
nued, the Company are {till to retain their 
corporate capacity, with power to trade 
with a joint ftock in common with other 
people. If, however, any new fettlement 
thall be obtained from the Chinefe Go- 
vernment, feparate from the Continent of 
Afia, an export trade thither is-referved to 
private Merchants, under certain condi- 
tions and regulations; and there is alfo a 
claufe to preferve the Southern Whalers 
in the benefit of their carrying trade into 
the Pacifie Ocean, by the way of Cape 
Horn, to the northward of the Equator, 
limited to 180 degrees ‘weft longitude from 
London; and fhips from Nootka Sound 
are to be licenfed to trade from thence 
with Japan and China, but are not to 
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bring any goods of the produce or manu- 
future of thofe countries to Great Britain. 


LIMITATIONS ON THE EXCLUSIVE TRADE 
TO AND FROM INDIA. 


All perfons may export and import 
goods to and from India in the Company’s 
fhips, except that they fhall not export 
military ftores, ammunition, matts, {pars, 
cordage, anchors, pitch, tar, or copper 3 
nor import India callicoes, dimitics, muf+ 
lins, or other piece goods, made or ma- 
nufa€tured with filk or cotton, or with 
filk or cotton mixed, or with other mixed 
materials, -unlefs it be done by leave of the 
Contpany. if the market thall not be 
fufficiently fulpplied with, the excepted ar- 
ticles of import or export, with an excep- 
tion of military ftores and copper, the 
Board of Control may open that trade alfo 
to individuals, If, the Company fhould 
not export 1500 tons of copper annually, 
private traders may export copper, in the 
Company’s fhips, to the amount of the 
deficiency. 


Fo13 0] 

The Company are to furnith private 
traders, till 1796, with 3000 tons of fhip-, 
ping yearly, computed on the fame prin- 
ciple as the Company’s own tonnage is 
computed. ‘The quantity may be increafed 
by order of the Board of Control, to meet 
the demands of the private traders; and 
if the Board order more than the Company 
approve, they may appeal from the order 
to the King in Council. And the Com- 
pany are reftri€ted from charging any 
higher freight than £.5 per ton outwards, 
and £.13 per ton inwards, except in time 
of war, or in circumftances incidental to 
war, or preparations for war, when they 
may charge an increafed rate of freight, 
in a due proportion to the rates at which 
they thall take up their own fhipping, but 
the propofed increafe can ‘only be made 
by the confent of the India Board, to whom 
the’ Direftors are alfo required, in 1794, 
and in every third year afterwards, to lay 
a ftatement of. the affairs of fhipping, and 
to abide by their order, touching any con- 
tinuance, increafe, or abatement of the 
rate of freight on private trade, 

I 
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Private traders are required to notify 
to the Company’s Secretary, at home, and 
to the proper officers in India, at a time 
limited, the quantity of tonnage wanted 
by them for the enfuing feafon, with the 
place of deftination, and the time when 
the goods will be ready for fhipping. At 
home, this notice is to be given before 
the 31ft Auguft for the thips of the enfu- 
ing feafon, and before the 15th September 
they are to depofit the fum for the tonnage, 
or give fecurity to the Diredtors for pay« 
ment of it. Before the goth of Ofober, 
they are to deliver a lift of the forts and 
quantities of the goods intended to be fent, 
In failure of having them ready, by the 
day fpecified in the notice, they are to for- 
feit their -depofit or the fecurity, and alfo 
their tonnage for that turn. Similar rules 
are prefcribed for fhipping, &c. goods in 
India; but it is left to the Governments 
there to fix the times, and to name the 
officers, to whom notices are to be given, 
The Company is to have the benefit of all 
forfeited and vacant tonnage, and if more 
is demanded for private trade than the 
quantity limited, every perfon is to have 
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his due proportion ; and notice is to be 
given him thereof, feven days before the 
day for making the depofits. All Private 
Trade is to be regiftered in the Company’s 
books, and, in default of being regiftered, 
jt is to be confidered as illicit trade, and 
punithable accordingly. 


The reftriGtions of the law againft the 
Company’s Servants, or others, from ac- 
ting as factors for foreigners, or lending 
money to foreign Companies, or on bot- 
tomry of their fhips, or affifting them with 
remittances by bills, are repealed. And 
all legal impediments to the recovery of 
debts, under any pretence that they were 
incurred illicitly, and againft the fetter hf 
thefe ‘abrogated laws, are remoyed; and 
all perfons in India, not {pecially prohi- , 
bited by the Company, or reftri€ted by 
their covenants, are authorized to act as 
mercantile agents for any who may choofe 
to employ them; and if: there thall bea 
want of Factors (properly qualified and au- 
thorized) the Company are to licenfe free 
merchants, with the approbation of the 
India Board, fo that there may be always 

12 
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a proper fupply of agents for conducting 
the Private Tirade abroad. But the be- 
coming faCtors is not to exempt any per- 
fons from being amenable to the general 
authorities of the Governments in India ; 
and all Agents are reftritted from going 
beyond ten miles from fome principal fer- 
tlement without f{pecial leave. 


As a farther relief to Private traders, 
the duty of 5 per cent, granted by an A& 
of King William, on Goods imported in 
Private Trade, is, in refpect to the India 
‘T'rade, repealed ; and the Company’s ufual 
charge of 2 per cent, difcontinued, and 
in lieu of thefe, and in fatisfaGion of the 
expences of unthipping, hoyage, cartage, 
warehoule, room, forting, lotting, and 
felling private goods, the Company is to 
have £.3 per cent, on the grofs amount 
of the fales of Private Trade, the cuftoms 
thereon included. The repeal, or the al- 
Jowance thus fubfticuted, is however not 
to extend to fpecial engagements made be- 
tween the Company and any of their Offi- 
cers, touching their privileges. 
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For the eafe of manufaQlurers, who may 
import any articles of raw materials, Kules 
or By-Laws are to be framed and efta- 
blifhed for bringing them to as eatly a fale 
as poffible, and for preventing any undue 
preference in the fales of the fame com- 
modity amongft any of the importers, 
whether the goods belong to the Company 
or to individuals, the fales are to be open 
and public, by inch of candle; and the 
whole confignment bought in by the pri- 
vate importer, is to be delivered out to 
him, on payment only of the duties and 
other dues thereon. All other goods im- 
poited in private trade are to be fold, and 
treated as heretofore, according to the 
By-Laws of the Company; and all gopds 
in private trade are to pay to Government 
the fame cuftoms as goods imported by 
the Company on their own account. 


And inafmuch as the allowance of 3 per 
cent., and the rates of freight, will be in- 
fufficient to indemnify the Company their 
a&lual charges-upon private trade, the Le- 
giflature hath thought it juft to exempt 
the Company from aétions for loffes or 
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embezzlements, which a common carrier 
might, in ordinary cafes, be liable by law 
to make good to the owner. But the Act 
provides that the Company’s Officers, and 
all perfons through whofe means or neg- 
ligence any lofs fhall happen, fhall be li- 
able to make it good to the owner, and 
it gives a farther, remedy to the owner, 
in certain cafes, to recover fatisfaCtion, by 

enabling him to profecute under the writ- 
ten engagements or fecurities taken by the 
Company for the fafe keeping of their own 
merchandize. All the laws prohibiting the 
import of goods from any other place than 
that of their growth, and for continuing 
all prohibitory laws in refpeét to the con- 
fumption or wearing of foreign manufac- 
tures are céntinued. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Firft; in India. The territorial revenues 
are to be applied,.in the firft place, in de- 
fraying all charges of a military nature. 
Secondly ; in payment ofthe intereft of 
the debts there already, or hereafter to 
be incurred. Thirdly; in payment of 
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the civil and commercial eftablifhments, 
Fourthly ; in payments of not lefs than 
ope million per annum for the Company's 
inveftments of goods to Ewope, and re- 
mittances and inveftments to China; and 
the furplus, if any fhall remain, is to be 
applied in the difcharge of debts, or fuch 
other, purpofes as fhall .be direed from 
home. The fom allowed for inveftments 
may, from time to time, be increafed to 
the cxtent of the diminution made in the 
annual amount of the intere(t of debts 
which fhall be paid in India or transferred 
home; for which transfer, provifion is 
made to an extent of {.500,000 a year, 
by bills of exchange to be drawn upon the 
Company: and if the creditors fhall sot 
fubferibe to that amount, other perfons 
may fubfcribe, and the money advanced 
by them for bills is to be-applied in dif- 
charge of fuch debts; and this rule is to 
be continucd till the India debt fhall be 
reduced to two millions, The Company - 
may increafe thefe transfers home, but the 
Governments abroad are reftriéted from 
exceeding the above amount without their 
orders, 
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Secondly, at home. The net produce 
of the Company’s funds at home, after 
payment of current charges, are thus ap- 
propriated: Firft, in payment of a ten per 
cent. annual dividend, on the prefent or 
any increafed amount of the capital ftock 
of the Company. Secondly, of £.500,000 
per annum to be fet apart on the figft of 
March .and the firft of September, half 
yearly; and applied in the difcharge of the 
before-mentioned bills of exchange, for 
the aforefaid reduétion of the India debt. 
Thirdly, of alike annual fum of £.500,000 
to the Exchequer, to be applied by Parlia- 
ment for the ufe of the Public, and to be 
paid on-the firft of January and firft of 
July, half yearly, by equal inftalments. 
And, laftly, the furplus may be applied in 
the more fpeedy reduction of the India 
debt, till reduced to two millions; or in 
difcharging debts at home, fo as not to di- 
minifh the bond debt below £.1,500,000. 
Subjeé&t to thefe-appropriations, and after 
the debt in India is reduced to two millions, 
and the bond debt at home to £.1,590,0c0; 
one fixth part of the ultimate furplus is to 
be applied to an increafe of dividend on the: 
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capital ftock, and the remaining five fivibs ~ 
is to be made a Guarantee Fund, or col- 
lateral: fecurity for the Company’s capital 
ftock, and their dividend of ten per cent. 
until fuch fund, by the monies paid: by 
the Company, and the intereft thereof, 
fhall have. amounted to twelve millions; 
and after that time, the faid frve fixths of 
the furplus is to belong to the Public in 
full sight. Thefe five fixths are to be paid 
into the Bank, and laid out in the purchafe 
of redeemable annuities, in the names of 
the Commiffioners for the reduétion of the 
National debt, who are alfo to receive the 
dividends, and lay them out in like man- 
ner, until twelve millions have been in- 
vefted. ‘That being accomplifhed, the an- 
nual dividends of the ftock purchafed 
therewith, are, in the firft place, to make 
good any defalcation in the Company’s 
revenues, to pay the ten per cent. dividend, 
and fubjeG@ thereto, thofe dividends are to 
belong to the Public.’ If on ,the Com- 
pany’s exclufive trade being determined, 
their own afitts fhall prove infufficient to 
make good their debts, and alfo their capi. 
tal {tock rated at 200 per cent, the excefs 


[.122 ] 


of fuch Guaranteé Fund is to make good 
‘the deficiency, as far as it will extend, and 
in the event of the Company difcontinuing 
their trade altogether, the excefs is to be- 
long to the Public. But if the Company 
fhall continue to trade with a joint ftock, 
then the overplus, and the annual divi- 
dends thereof, are to remain as a like 
guarantee for a dividend of ten per cent. 
and the capital rated at £.200 per cent, as 
Jong as the Company fhall trade with a 
joint ftock ; but fubje&t to the making 
good any fuch deficiencies the faid fund is 
to be deemed the property of the Public. 


If the bond debt at home, or the debts 
abroad, after being reduced to the fums 
before limited, fhall be again increafed, the 
‘former appropriation is to be revived, un- 
til thofe debts fhall be again diminithed 
to their refpeétive ftandards before limited. 


Any deficiency in the Funds to make 
good the £.500,000 to the Exchequer in 
any year, is to be made good in the ex- 
cefles of fubfequent years, unlefs it hap- 
pens in time of war, or by circumftances 
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incidental to war, in which cafe the defi- 
ciencies are not to be carried forward as 
a debt: on the aunial funds of the Com- 
pany, nor be brought forward as a debt to 
be paid by the Company, unlefs only in 
the event of their affets, on the conclufion 
of the exclufive trade affording more than 
fufficient to make good the capital ftock, 
rated at £.200 per cent. but any excefs 
of fuch affets beyond that amount, is liable 
to, make good the deficiency of any fuch 
payments to the Public; no intereft is to 
be computed in the mean time on fuch 
deficiency. 


The fecurities given by the Gathiers of 
the Bank, are to extend to the monies they 
may receive under this AG, atid the T'rea- 
fury is.to dire& the allowances for manage- 
ment ;° and if the India Company make 
default in any payments direéted by the 
A, they may be fued, and fhall pay £.15 
per sent. damages with cofts of fuit, 


The A& direé&ts the manner in which 
receipts fhall be given, and a power is 
lodged in the ‘Treafury to give the Com- 
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pany farther time for payment in cafes of 
exigency. And it is declared, that nei- 
ther the claims of the Public, nor of the 
Company, to the territories in India, fhall 
be piejudiced by the A&, beyond the pro- 
longation of the term in the exclufive trade. 
The aét alfo contains a claufe,of mutual 
acquittal of all outftanding demands, be- 
tween the Crown and the Company, to 
the 24th Day of December, 1792. 


The A& recognizes the rights of the 
Company to a fum of £.467,896 75. 4d. 
in money and £.9,750 Eaft India ftock ; 
(which fums conftitute the feparate Fund 
of the Company, eftablifhed under the A& 
of 1981 ;) and it is obferved, that it will 
be more for the general intereft of ‘the 
Company to continue that money employed 
in trade, computing an intereft upon it, 
and to make it a fund for a permanent 
increafe to their dividend, of ros. per cent., 
than to draw it from their trading capital 
for any fudden diftribution, And it then 
authorizes and limits the Company to make 
a dividend from this feparate fund, and 
the interefl thereof, after the rate of 105, 


[ 3125 ] 
per cent. per ann. during their farther term 
in the exclufive trade; and at the end of 
the term, it gives them a power of dif- 
pofing of the remainder of this fundas they 
thall think fit. 


The Company are not to grant any 
penfions, or new falaries, beyond £.200 
per’ ann. to any one perfon, without the 
confent of the Board of Control; and 
they are to lay before Parliament, annually, 
a lift of all their eftablifhments abroad, and, 
at home, in which all penfions and new 
falaries are to be particularly noticed ; and 
alfo complete accounts of all their affairs, 
receipts and outgoings of the preceding 
year, with eftimates for the following year, 


All the old laws for pteventing clan- 
deftine trade with India, and from lending 
to or affifting, or being concerned with 
foreign Companies, or foreign traders, are 
whlly abrogated, and. the following pro- 
vifions are fubftituted in their place, ob- 
ferving that, the penalties are made to ex- 
tend only to fuch of His Majefty’s fubjects 
as belong to Great Britain, Guernfey, 
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Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, Man, Faro Ifles, 
or to the Colonies, Iflands, or Plantations 
in America or the Weft-Indies; and that 
all veffels and goods forfeited, may be {ei- 
zed by any of the Company’s Officers in 
India or China. 

Perfons going unlawfully to India, and 
trafficking there, forfeit fhips, vefiels, 
goods, and merchandize, and double the 
value thereof ; one fourth to the Informers, 
and three fourths to the Company, they 
paying thereout the cofts of profecution. 


Perfons unlawfully going to India, thal! 
be deamed unlawful traders, and fubject 
to the foregoing penalties and forfeitures, 
and ‘may 2 alfo be profecuted as for a crime 
and mifdemeanor, and be liable to fine and 
imprifonment. One moiety of the fine 
goes to the King, the other to the Com- 
pany, if they profecute, or elfe to any 
other informer. 


Perfons unlawfully reforting to India, 
may be feized and fent home for trial ; 
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and, on arrival, they are to give bail, or 
be committed to prifon. 


Perfons difmiffed the fervice, or whofe 
licenfes fhali have expired, if they con- 
tinue in India, are to be confidered as il- 
licit traders, and are made fubjeét to pe- 
nalties and forfeitures of goods, &c. as fuch. 


Goods fhipped clandeftinely, or fuch as 
are reftiidted by the AG, and goods un- 
thipped at fea, thall be feized and forfeited, 
with double the value, and the Mafter, or 
other Officer, knowingly permitting or 
fuffering the fame, fhall forfeit all his 
wages to the Company, to be, deducted 
out of the monies payable to the owners, 
and be difabled from again aéting in the 
fervice. 


‘Any who fhall folicit for, or accept a 
foreign commiffion, to fail to any trade in 
India, thall forfeit £.500, halfto the Com- 
pany, and half to the Profecutor, or the 
whole to the Company, if they fhall 
profecute, 
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All Governors and Counfellors are pro- 
hibited from trading, except for the Com- 
pany; and all ColleGtors, Supervifors, and 
others employed in the Revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Oriffa, or their Agents, 
or any in truft for them, are prohibited 
from inland trade, except for the Company. 
The Judges of the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature in Bengal, are abfolutely prohi- 
bited from traffick ; and none, without 
the permiffion of the Company, hall trade 
in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, or Rice,” 
on pain of forfeiture of the goods, and 
treble the value, one moiety to the Com- 
pany, and the other to the Profecutor. 


None fhall fend goods from India to the 
Continent of Europe, by any other chan- 
nel than as allowed by the AQ, on pain of 
forfeiture of double the value; but this 
reftri€tion is not to extend to matters of 
agency, only on the account dona fide of 
any foreign Company or forcign Merchant. 


The A& then preforibes the method of 
fuing for forfeitures and penalties, and 
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determining the legality of feizures. It 
gives a right of fuing by A@ion, Bill, or 
Information, in any of the Courts of 
Weftminfter (in which cafe the venue is 
to be Jaid in London or Middlefex), or in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Ben- 
gal, or the Mayor’ s Court at Madras or 
Bombay ; 3 and in fuch fuits the legality of 
feizutes of perfons, hips, or goods, is 
made cognizable. In cafes of mifdemea- 
nors, the offenders are punifhable by fine 
aiid imprifonment, and if abroad, they 
may be fent home, as part of the punifh- 
ment; and a capias, for arrefting the ac- 
cufed party, is given in the firft inftance, 
which may be compounded for by bail, 


For fecuring to the Crown the duties for 
goods unlawfully trafficked with, in the 
cafes of forfciture of goods, the Attorney 
Gaieral may profecute the offenders, or 
their partners, by bills in a Court of 
Equity, waving penalties, and the defen- 
dants fhall make full difcovery of their il- 
licit traffick upon oath, and fhall be de- 
creed to pay all the duties thereupon to 
Government, and £.30 per cent. on the 
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value of the goods to the Company, and 
thall be relieved againft alf other forfeitures, 
“The Company may, in like manner, pro- 
ceed againft offenders by Bill in Equity, 
and if they fail they fhall pay cofts.. De~ 
fendants are to pay cofls to the Crown 
and tothe Company, when the decree fhall 
be againft them. 


If a common informer, before any fuit 
is commenced, fhall make known any of- 
fence to the Company, or the Attorney 
General, and either of them fhall prefer 
afuit in Equity, in that cafe the informer 
fhall be entitled to one third part of the 
fimple value of the concern which {hall be 
recovered, But if the DireCtors prefer a 
profecution at law, the informer may pro- 
ceed, but thall not difcontinue the fuit 
without their confent. 


When the Company are the firft infor- 
mers, the wholé of the informers’ fhares 
of penalties and forfeitures fhall belong to 
the Company, although the fuit be com~ 
menced after the time elapfed for common 
informers to fue or profecute the offence. 
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On any fuit againft the Company or 
their Servants for feizing, &c. the defen- 
dants niay plead the general iffue, and give 
the Aé& in evidence, and the burthen of 
proofs fhall be on the plaintiffs, that the 
feizure, &c. was unlawful; and on non-~ 
fuit, verdiét, or judgment, the plaintiffs 
thall.pay treble cofts. 


‘The Aéts or parts of Acts repealed,’ are 
as follow: 9 and 10 W. III. ch. 24, f 81. 
‘The whole of the temporary A& of 5 Geo. 
I. chap. a1. and fo much of the feveral Adts 
as continued: it in force. The 7 Geo. I. 
ch, 21, f1 tof.g. The whole of 9 Geo. 
Loch. 26. The 3 Geo. I chozg, £9. 
The 17 Geo, IL chiry, fi rr.” The so 
Geo, 111, ch. 47, f. r and 2. The 13 Geo. 
IIL. ch. 63, f 23 to 293 and f. 32 to 35. 
The 21 Geo, IIL ch. 65, f29. The 24 
Geo. Il, ch. 25, f 3, 13, 29, and 31. 
The whole of the 26 Geo. II. ch. 16; and 
the 32 and 33 fof 26 Geo IL ch. 57. 
‘The repeal is not to extend to offences com- 
mitted before the commencement of the 
A&, noris it to affeé& the powers of the 
prefent Board of Control, until a new one 
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thall be appointed ; nor to affect the pow- 
“ers given to the India Board by certain 
Aédts of the 28th and 31ft years of the King, 
concerning the forces in India, 


The jurifdidion of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William, in caufes 
of Admiralty, is made to extend to the 
High Seas at large, whereby a defeét in 
the A& of 1773 for conftituting that Court 
is cured. : 


For increafing the number of Magif- 
trates -in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal 
is to iffue commifiions of the peace, in pur- 
' {udnce of orders iffued in Council for that 
purpofe; and any of the Juftices, fo ap- 
pointed, may by order in Council, fit alfo 
in the Courts of Oyer and ‘Terminer, ta- 
king the oaths of Juftices in England, 
excepting the oath prefcribed by the A& 
of the 18 Geo. II. (relating to qualification 
by eftate.) The proceedings and judg- 
ments of juftices ‘may be removed to the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer by Certiorari, 
as may be done into the Court of King’s 
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Bench in’ England, and on fimilar condi« 
tions, but cannot be fet afide for want of 
form, but on the merits only. The Juf- 
tices may alfo affociate with the Judges in, 
caufes appealed, when called upon fo to do, 


The Governments abroad may appoint 
Coroners to take inquefts upon the bodies 
of perfons coming to an untimely end, and 
appoint fees to be paid for that duty. 


The Juftices of the Peace may appoint 
Scavengers, ‘and raife money by affeffinents 
for cleanfing, watching, and repairing the 
ftreets of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay ; 
they may alfo licenfe houfes for retailing 
fpirituous liquors, and fix the limits of thofe 
towns; and none are to retail {pirits but 
fuch as they fhall fo licenfe, under the 
penalties of the laws of Great Britain. 


A {fpecial oath is prefcribed to be taken, 
in future by the Directors of the Company, 
prohibitory of their ating as Diredtors, 
when concerned in buying from, or fel- 
ling to, the Company any goods; and pro- 
hibitory of their being concerned in any 
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fhipping employed by the Company, or 
accepting any prefent for any appoint- 
ment of office, or of being concerned in 
any private trade contrary to the AG. 


Profecutions for any thing done under 
the A& are limited to three years, or if 
the party aggrieved be abroad, then in 
three years after his return. 


The A& is to commence in Great Bri- 
tain as foon as it fhall receive the Royal 
affent, and in India on the rft of February, 
1794, except when any {pecial commence- 
ment is prefcribed in it. 
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The Claufes in Aéts of Parliament which 
confitute the Charter of Rights of Briti/e 
India. 


21 Geo, III, cap. 70, fec. 17. 


ProvipED always, and be it enatted, 
that the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal, fhall have full 
power and authority to hear and deter- 
mine in fuch manner as is provided for 
that purpofe in the faid charter or letters 
patent, all and all manner of a@ions and 
fuits againft all and fingular the inhabitants 
of the faid city of Calcutta; provided that 
their inheritance and fucceffion to lands, 
rents, and goods, and all matters of con- 
tract’and dealing between party and party, 
fhall be determined, in the cafe of Mz- 
homedans, by the laws and ufages of Ma- 
bomedans; and in the cafe of Gentds, by’ 
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the. Jaws and ufages of the Gentds; and 
where only one of the parties thall be a 
Mahomedun ov a Genti, by'the laws and 
ufages of the defendant. : 


Sec. 18. And in order that regard thould 
be had to the civil and religious wfages of 
‘ the faid natives, be it ena@ed, that the 
rights and authorities of fathers of fami- 
lies, and mafters of families, according as 
the fame might have been exercifed by the 
Genth or Mabomedan law, fhall be pre- 
ferved to them refpectively within their 
faid families ; nor fhall any aéts done in 
confequence of the rule and law of caft 
refpecting the members of the faid fami- 
Nies only, be held and adjudged a crime, 
although the fame may not be held jufti- 
fiable by the laws of England. 


Sec. 19 And be it further enaéted, that 
it fhall and may be lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal, to frame fuch procefs, and make 
fuch rules and orders for the execution 
thereof, in fuits, civil and criminal, againft 
the natives of Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa, 
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as may accommodate the fame to the reli- 
gion and manners of fuch natives, fo far | 
as the fame may confift with the due exe- 
cution of the laws, and attainment of juf- 
tice, 


Sec, 20. Provided always that fuch new 
forms of procefs, and rules and orders for 
the execution thereof, fhall be forthwith 
tran{mitted to one of His Majefty’s princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, to be laid before 
His Majefty for his Royal approbation, 
correction, or refufal; and {uch procefs - 
fhall be ufed, and fuch rules and orders 
fhall be obferved, until the fame fhall be 
repealed or varied; and in the Jaft cafe 
with fuch variation as fhall be made 
therein. 


24 Geo. IIT. cap. 25, fec. 39. 


** And whereas complaints have pre- 
“« vailed, that divers Rajahs, Zemindars, 
“ Polygars, Talookdars, and other native 
*¢ Jandholders, within the Britifh territo- 
“* ries in India, have been unjuftly de- 
‘* prived of, or compelled to abandon and 
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telinquifh their refpe@ive lands, jurif 
ditions, tights, and privileges, or that 
the tributes, rents, and fervices, re~ 
quired to be by them paid or performed 
for their refpective poffeffions, to the 
faid United Company, are become ‘grie- 
vous and oppreffive. And whereas the 
principles of juftice and horiour of this 
* country require that fuch complaint 
“ fhould be forthwith inquired into and 
inveftigated, and if founded in truth, 
effe€tually redreffed.” Be it therefore 
enacted, that the Court of Direétors of 
the faid United Company fhall, and they 
are hereby accordingly required forthwith 
to take the {aid matters into their ferious 
confideration, and to adopt, take, and pur- 
fue fuch methods for inquiring inta the 
caufes, foundations, and truth of the faid 
complaints, and for obtaining a full and 
perfe& knowledge of the fame, and of.all 
circumftances relating thereto, as the faid 
Court of Direétors fhall think befl adapted 
for that purpofe; and thereupon, accord- 
ing to the circumflances of the refpeQive 
cafes of the faid Rajahs, Zemindars, Po- 
lygars, T’alookdars, and other ‘native land- 
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holders, to give orders and inftrudtions to 
the feveral Governments and Prefidencies 
in India for effectually redieffing, in fuch 
manner ‘as fhall be confiftent with juftice 
and the Jaws and cuftoms of the country, 
all injuries and wrongs which the faid Ra- 
jahs, Zemindars, Polygars, ‘Talookdars, 
and other native landholders, may have 
foftained unjuftly in the manner aforefaid; 
and for fettling and eftablifhing, upon 
principles of moderation and juftice, ac- 
cording to the laws and conttitution of 
India, the permanent rules by - which 
their refpective tributes, rents, and fer. 
vices fhall be, in future, rendered and paid 
to the faid United Company by the faid 
Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talook- 
dars,, and other native landholders. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


THE 


PROVINCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
or 


MAHOMEDAN CONUERORS 
a 
BENGAL PROVINCES, 
AN: D IN THE 


NORTHERN CIRCARS. 
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Mabomedan provincial Eftablifh- 


ment in the Circars*, 


CHAP. 1 


Officers of the Crown. 


1, AUMILDAR#, the provincial delegate, 
held his office moft commonly by Swnnud 
from the Nizam, or great ruler of the Six 


,* This eftablifhment is extracted from Mr. Grant's 
political furvey of the northern Circars, prefented to'the 
Houfe of Commons on the motion of the Honor- 
able C, Greville, in 1790, at the time when a letter 
from the Earl Cornwallis, on the fettlement of Babar 
‘was prefented by Mr. Dundas. Both cémmunica- 
tions remain undiflurbed on the table of the Houle 
of Commons, and the fettlement itfelf remains jet 
to be explained to Parliament, 


+ Aumildar in ‘the Circars was, in rank, greatly 
below the Fougedar of the Carnatic Payengaut and 
Kirpah, 


[ 144 J 

Soubabs of the Decan, fometimes from the 
Soubabdar of Hydrabad, Wis local jurif- 
dition extended over all the maritime pro- 
vinces between Gondegama and the Chilka 
lake. He was invefted with abfolute 
powers of Zelabdarry, or provincial civil 
magiftracy; Fougedarry, military command; 
and Shaikdarry, ox control of finance. 


In his firft capacity of Nazim or ruling 
magiftrate, he was guardian of the rights of 
Sovereignty. Arbiter of life and death, he 
prefided in perfon, or by Naié or deputy, in 
the Sudder Cutcheree Adawlet, or chief court 
of juftice. The Daragha, or principal clerk, 
prepared the indi€tment, fummoned eviden- 
ceg, and-wont through the forms of exami- 
nation dirc€led by the bench, The Mufti, 
of Molavi, do&ors learned in the law, ex- 
pounded the Koran, The Caz, or fapreme 
judge, pronounced the fentence. ‘The 
Cuiwal, or lieutenant of police, executed 
it, but only by the {pectal command of the 
Ausmildar. 


As the reprefentative of Sovereignty, he 
took cognizance of, and ultimately and falely 
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determined the more confiderable civil dif- 
putes, .or caufes of confiderable private. 
property, fuch caufes béing productive of 
heavy fines, and the ufual forfeiture of one 
fourth of the amount litigated to Govern- 
ment, but he left the decifion of the inconfi- 
derable caufes to the Cazé, they being un- 
produétive of heavy fines. 


‘The Caz was notary public alfo, in the 
atteftation of deeds of grant, or contrat, 
and writings in general. 


Thus, the Mahomedan code was the law 
of the land, and regulated the forre of pro~ 
ceedings ; the ewerci/e of it depended .on 
the arbitrary will of the Aumildar. 


In his fecond capacity of Sirdar Fouje, 
or head of the troops, the Aumildar himfelf 
held the principal Fageer, or military fief, 
either denominated Zatee or perfonal, Mu/- 
proot or, conditional; and the lefler Fageer- 
dars and Munfubdars, with their‘ refpe€tive 
number of Sepoys, were immediately under 
the command of the Aumildar, He made 
additional levies for apparent and’ ufeful 
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purpofes, as Bukh/bi or paymafter, which 
always gives the highcft official defignation 
or title in the Mogul Government to the 
commander in chief of the imperial forces, 
and places him next in rank to the Vizier. 


In his third capacity of Shaikdar, or 
Dewanny delegate, the Aumildar exetcifed 
the moft important funtions of his office, 
During the vigor of the Mogul Govern- 
ment, this office had continued feparate 
from the two former held by the Soudabdar, 
his Nawads, or deputies. On the revolution 
in favour of Nizam ul Moolk, it was, in the 
firft inffance, united in his own perfon, 
and became of courfe fo, through all the 
gradations of fovercign authority ; he was 
virtually reftrainéd in nothing except aliena- 
tions of lands, remiffions of annual affeft 
ments, or an increafe of expence. The 
leaft encroachmenton the more confequen» 
tial prerogatives of the crown was not to- 
lerated but by royal or viceroyal approbation, 
under the feals and fignatures of all the 
minifters of flate. 


The dumildar, in his third capacity, 
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prefident of all.the fuperior provincial tribu- 
nals, alfo fuperintended theSudder Dewanny 
Adawlet, or principal court of exchequer. 
The Nazir, or fupervifor enforced his de- 
crees through the agency of the Hazary, or 
Commander of 1000 Peons; of the Sedd:war, 
or head of 100; or of the Yammadar, chief 
of aby inferior indefinite numbers of the 
Sebundy Fuffillie, or revenue troops, enter- 
tained every where originally on ftated 
monthly wages, but latterly, from abufe, on 
certain allotments of Jands through the 
differentPergunabs, fraudulently fequeftered 
from the Circar, to increafe the private 
emoluments of the revenue officers, 


Officers of the Revenues 


Revenue officers were divided into two 
glaffes; fuch as held their appointments, 
rights and privileges by Suanud from the 
reigning Sovereign, with the good will of 
the Reyuts ; or fuch as were merely tempo- 
rary, and more immediately dependant on 
the Aumildar. 
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2. The Defmook, Zemindar, Chowdry, 
or chief of a diftriét containing .one or 
more Pergunnakhs by Sunnud, held the firft 
rank *; he was the intermediate agent 
of Government to fuperintend a portion 
of the country, to redrefs petty grie- 
vances, furnifh the hufbandman with 
neceflary advances, and to collect ot bes 
come refponfible for the rent to the Circar 
or flate. 


His allowances confifted of his Nancar, 
Saverum +, both fignifying fubfiftence in 
bread, being to arife out of fall allotments 
of land, freed from all public charges, and 
conveniently difperfed through the diftri& 
fo as to make his prefence neceflary every 

“ where, and give him local attachment, and a 
greater effed to his fuperintendance, in atten= 
ding to his own private interefts, This terri- 
torial property was ufually in value equal to 


* Vide inquiry into Zemindary terres, Debrett, 
1791, 


tNancar, of Perfian derivation, applies to Bengal; 
Saverum,. of Telinga termination, in the Decan, 
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sper cont. of his colleGtion, and he had in- 
variably 5 per cent. allowed on the amount 
of rents, ‘collected under the denomination of 
Ruffooms, cuftoms or commiffion, and were 
fuppofed to promote t the increafe of receipts 
and economy in the Moffufil or detailed 
rural expences, and to promote the profpe- 
rity of the country. 


In procefs of time, and during the latter 
convulfions of the empire after the invafion 
of Nadir Shab, 1739, not only fome of the 
Hindoo Fageerdars and Zemindars, but even 
inconfiderable Exaumdars, or holders of 
charity lands, threw off allegiance, and 
particularly in the northern Circars, coh- 
founded thefe orders of officers under a gom- 
mon appellation Zemindar, and only to be 
diftinguifhed by theit Sunnuds, 


3. ‘The Defpandeab, Canongoe *, or pro- 
vincial regifter, for the moft part exercifed 
by Brahmins: this is the only office to be 
found in the Muffulman Government, in 


® Defpandeah in the Decan ; Canongoe in Bengal, 
Lg 
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its nature hereditary, from policy, to give 
the perfon holding it greater confidera- 
tion. The Canongoe regifiered all Firmans, 
Sunnuds, grants of every kind ; ‘and rules, 
ordinances, regulations of interior police, 
judicial decrees from cach of the three de- 
partments. It regiftered the Fumma, Kau- 
mil, Toomar, ox original more perfeét,rent- 
roll of the lands in detail, ferving asa flan- 
dard or grofs valuation in political caleula- 
tions of the revenue, and to fix the amount 
of Fageers, as well as religious or chari- 
table cndowments; the Sabood, or actual 
fources of the colleGions made from the 
Reyuts ; the Summa Wuffel-Bauky, or an- 
nual acéount of the affeffments, receipts, and 
balances of the country, as fettled with its 
intermediate agents; the divifions, meafure- 
ment, quality, and produce of the lands, 
enumeration of the villages, farms, hit. 
bandmen, manufacturers or artificers liable 
to taxation, and- in general all donations, 
arrangements, and circumflances, affeCing 
real or perfonal property, and particu- 
larly defining the proprietary intereft of 
the ftate, were naturally made matters of 
record in the Dufter or office of the De/pan- 
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deah or Canongoe, as they could only be 
properly authenticated and acquire vali- 
dity after paffing through fuch form of re- 
giftration, to render this intended check 
more efficacious, not only on the Ze- 
mindars and leffer native fuperintendants, 
but alfo on. the Aumildar himfelf, and all 
his immediate agents in affairs of civil ad- 
miniftration or faces private intereft and 
hereditary independance were the’ powerful 
incentives added to perfonal honours, con- 
fideration and influence, toinfure the honeft 
full difcharge of this important truft. A 
Rufoon of 24 pet cent. on the revenue, af- 
certained by his own vouchers to have 
been colleéted throughout the country, was 
afligned to the Public Regifter, his heirs 
and deputies in perpetuity. In lieu of this 
commiffion, however, at prefent there are 
a number of Defpandeads claiming a right 
to free Meeraffy, heritable villages, or to 
others held by a tenure called Bitnokta or 
Lalookdary, ata low unalterable rent; but all 
‘thefe we apprehend to be improper aliena 
tions made by “the Defimooks or other offi- 
gers of Government in power, to purchafe 
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greater defalcations from the flated dues of 
the exchequer. 


4. The Puteel, Maccundum, or chief 
Reyut of a Deh Gam, or village, was. pre- 
cifely within his narrow precin€ what the 
Defmook was in the Pergunnab, or Ze- 
_mindary. 


5. The Koolcurny, Curnum, Putwarry, 
or accomptant, held the next inferior gta- 
dation to the De/pandeab. 


Thefe were the principal and more per- 
manent officers of the revenue in a regular 
* chain of {ubordination to each other when 
acting under their native head, but ferving 
as mutual checks,during the /i/pendedauthori-~ 
ty of the Zemindar, eithcr from infufficiency 
or mal-adminiftration: ben the interior 
management devolved on the fecond clafs 
of Officers of the revenue, temporary and 
immediately, dependant on the Awnuildar 
himéelf, in the following order. 
1. The Ameen, vefted with inquifitorial 
and controlling powers in general, be- 
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came fecurity for the rents of the diftri& 
committed to his charge, 


2, The Serifotadar or Mujmuadar, kee~ 
pers: of official forms, or annual adjuft- 
ments of the revenue, though they did not 
fuperfede or exonerate the Canongoe, foundit 
of advantage, and were always permitted, to 
interfere in {crutinizing his condu&, as well 
as in afcertaining the actual refources of the 
country, oftner to fatisfy the private enor- 
mous exactions of corrupt agency, than to 
increafé inadequate public fupplies. In 
the Circar of Rajimundry, at the period of 
the laft change in its Government, one of 
the moft remarkable inftances om record,” 
perhaps, occurs in proof of the vaft indivi- 
dual benefits to be derived, with ordinary 
addrefs.and knowlege, by the union of the 
two offices now in contemplation in the 
fame perfon, from the ignorance of the 
new rulers, 


3. Tabjfeeldars, ov colleors of different 
denomination’and. rank, with their Mober- 
rirs ox writers of accounts, affumed the 


{ 134 ] 
inferior departments ufually affigned to the 
Mulluddum and Putwarry, as fax as the ins, 
terefis of the ftate were concerned, - 


Thus, then, it appears that the dumildar, 
in his capacity of Zelabdar, Foujedar, and 
Shaikdar, united in himfelf almoft all the 
executive powers of fovereignty, if not,vir- 
tually all the legiflative authority exercifed 
under detpotifm. 


The immediate perfonal checks on the 
Aumildar, the lowett reprefentative of the 
favereign, rank or confequence, wete, 


’ 


1. The Kelledar, or commandant of 
priticipal forts, ufvally held for life under 
approved condud, and by form of tempo- 
rary Séaatd from the aQual ruler. A por~ 
tion of the Havillee, or houfehold lands of 
the Crear, was {et apart for the maintenance 
of the garrifon and repair of the fortificas 
tions, A certain ftock of provifions and war- 
likeftores were tobe kept up, the allowance 
was invariable, unlefs to make up the loffes 
fuflained from a fiege. If no accounts 
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‘of ordinary expenditure were required, 
then the Yageer, or tenure, was denomi- 
nated Mu/broot or conditional. When the 
pay of the King’s troops was in like man- 
ner included in the grant, it was called 
Abjban, and returns of the men were an- 
nually made to the Meer dn ify, or grand 
mafter of the artillery; but when the lands 
adjoinitig the fort were held by Bella Shirrit, 
or unconditionally, nothing was required of 
the Kelladar befides fimple fealty to the fo- 
vereign; and he was, in all refpetts, inde- 
pendant of intermediate authority, 


2, The Sewanah-Negar, or news-wri- 
ter, was a political intelligences, or {py 
on the conduét of the Auméldar and all 
the other officers of Government, em- 
ployed on the part of the Soubabdar or ‘Na~ 
zim; and the Wakeb-Negar was properly a 
remembrancer of tianfactionsin the Dewanny 
department: both thefe officers maintained 
a weekly correfpondence openly with their 
refpective principals, whether at Hyderabad 
or Delbi. 'Fhey were dreaded by the pro- 
vincial delegates, and venerated by the 
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vulgar in proportion to their ability and’ 
integrity. 


3 Nor were the reftraints of religious 
and moral preceptors wanting to curb the 
fuggeftions of unlawful ambition, A num- 
ber of learned men, under the common 
appellation of Mulla, whofe duty it wag to 
inftru& youth, and inculcate among others 
the dotrine of paffive obedience to the 
Prince, were difperfed through the diftrias 
with competent Exaums or gifts of land, 
But thefe, with all the other conftitutional 
checks of Mogul Government, proved more 
ot lefs effectual only in proportion to the 
~vigor of the hand which held the reins of 
adthiniftration. 





CHAP. IL 


"Mahomedan Syftem of Revenue. 


WHEN we confider the length of 
time the Britifh fovereignty has been efta- 
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blifhed in the Crrcars; the peaceable un- 
difputed pofleflion for feventeen fucceflive 
years of a country fo acceffible; inhabited 
by a race of people fo fubmiffive and mild 
as not to have required, in fo long a period, 

the exercife of the old, or the inftitution 
of anew, fyftem of judical adminiftration ; 
that’ the government has beén armed with 
all the plenary defpotic rights and privi- 
leges of perhaps the moft abfolute Princes 
in the univerfe; with a military power, 
dire&ted by abilities formed in the circle 
of {cientific knowledge, of a nature 
greatly fuperior to what the Moguls could 
ever boaft of in Hindoftan; that there 
were apparently fuch extraordinary Op 

portiinities’ to gain information in every 
branch of politics, and trace true theory’ to 
its fource, through the detail of praCical 
experience ; it may feem wonderful that 
at this day fo little thould be known of 
the ways and means, mode of manage~ 
ment in raifing the public fupplies, and 
a&tual amount of revenue colleéted in be- 
half of the ftate, as to encourage any in- 
dividual, from private experience and local 
obfervation and inquiry, to flep forth, in 
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the ambitious hope of being able to fay 
fomething new and interefting on a fubject 
which at prefent fo deeply engages the at- 
tention and inquifitorial powers of the na-- 
tions But to a well-informed, unpreju- 
diced mind, it will ceafe to be a matter 
of wonder, that fo little progrefs thould 
have been made in the knowledge’ of ‘eaf- 
tern finance during the rapidity of Britith 
conquefts, and under the circumftances of 
the Company’s fervantsin India, for many 
years back, fubjeét to a conftant fludua- 
tion in the government of our territorial 
acquifitions, and peculiarly embarraffed by 
the ftruggle, for their a€ual poffeffion and. 
annexed influence, between the crown and 
proprietory-interefts, and by the want of au- 
théntic local information, unable to difcri- 
minate by whom, or under what forms, the 
rightsof fovoreignty ought and thould conti- 
nuetobe exercifed: when it is fartherconfi- 
dered that all public accounts of the reve« 
nue, and in general the whole political 
learning of Hindoftan, are. locked up in 
the intricacy, ftudied ambiguity,’ and ver- 
bofe inaccuracy of Perfian manufcript wri- 
tings; and that.no adequate inducements 
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have been held out to encourage apainful 
and, in, itfelf, generally fpeaking, an un- 
profitable ftudy of the caftern languages, 
fo neceflary to develop the true efficient 
principles of a fyftem of political economy; 
and even among the few individuals who, 
rather from motives of private fatisfaétion 
or a natural bent, may be faid to have 
mifpent their time in eaftern literature, 
{carcely one is to be found who has gone 
throughacourfe of general oriental hiftory, 
much lefs has perufed,’ or perhaps ever 
heard of, many of thofe dry, incorreé, 
and tedious narrations, which contain the 
particular annals of Hindoftan ip derail, 
and which, though often mortifying to the 
pride of freedom, in inftances of the moft 
fervile flattery or unmeaning praife beftow- 
ed on rulers, as well as always difgufting 
to Chriftian humanity; in exhibiting in na- 
tive deformity the horrid depravity, oppref- 
fion, and tyranny of Mahomedans; may yet 
be of fome univerfal utility in conveying a 
true knowledge of facts more or lef im- 
portant to the interefts of mankind, and 
are indifpénfably neceflary to the perfect 
underftanding of the paft and prefent fyftem 
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of local adminiftration, or tothe framing of a 
new and more intelligent one for the future. 
But when it is known how few, if any, 
of the Company’s civil fervants in the Cir~ 
cars have been induced to learn the Per- 
fian language, cither from want of encou- 
ragement, or from the facility of procuring 
Hindoo interpreters, who, with :a khow- 
ledge of the Englith, might be fuppofed 
capable of tranfa€ting the bufinefs of the 
country through the medium of their na- 
tive dialeéts, it muft of confequence follow, 
that all original, more authentic accounts 
of the revenue, hiftorical detail of manage- 
-ment, apd lights into the fettled forms of 
government, the rights and privileges of 
the Prince. or people, by a critical éxami- 
nation of treaties, Firmans, Snanuds, terme 
porary or hereditary tenures, have been 
almoft univerfally, abfolutely, and wholly 
precluded, or of no avail to the fuperinten~ 
ding agents of finance: confequently there 
could be no virtual control over the inferior 
intermediate native officers employed, 
whofe interefl it was, for the modft part, 
to deceive, who in common practice are 
endowed with fufficient cunning to fecond 
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their intereft, and in important arrange- 
ment, are themfelves liable to be impofed 
‘on through their technical literary defici- 
ency ; and above all, when it is remem- 
bered that on the firft acquifition of thefe 
provinces, neceffity, perhaps, threw the 
whole executive adminiftratiorf for the three 
following years into the hands of an un- 
principled intrigueing Muffulman Aumil- 
dar, formerly in office under the Nixamut ; 
in conjunéion with an artful intelligent 
Hindoo, elevated, on that occafion, rather 
informally, to the high incompatible {ucra- 
tive trufts of Dewan, or public interpreter, 
and of Serifbtadar, or a€tual chief Canon-, 
goe: that in confequence of a combination” 
fo powerful to veil the myftery of finance, 
or rather the defalcations of immediate 
agency, under the pretended forms of an- 
cient practice, an example and routine of 
management was eftablifhed which necef- 
farily thackled all furnre fuperintendance :— 
we sepeat, when thefe various circum- 
ftances are known, it may feem more fur= 
prizing that fo much fhould have been rea- 
lifed and brought to public credit, under 
the head of revenue, than that fo little 
M 
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thould yet be generally underftood. Astothe 
pretenfions ofan individual to any thing new 
or interefting, whatever they may be, he 
claims no particular merit; hé was a mero 
fojourner in the country, which heobferved: 
his office of Public Minifter to the Nixam’s 
court neceflarily required fome knowledge of 
eaftern language, and the proper difcharge 
of its moft ordinary functions implied a ge- 
neral acquaintance with every branch of 
politics; at the fame time a private inters 
courfe, founded on a very trifling obliga~ 
tion, with the firft Statefman in point of 
ftation and rank in the Decan, perhaps the 
greateft that has appeared of high birth in 
“Himtoftan during the prefent age, in uni- 
verfal learning and experienced ability, ac- 
cidentally” opened a way to uncommon 
fources of information, to an extenfive li- 
brary, and to moft ufeful public records 
of the higheft authority; the neglect of 
which would liave argued the greateft 
demerit, confidering the difficulty of an 
Ewropean’s gaining political inftruétion 
through the beft native channels, fhut up 
with the moft cautious jealoufy againtt 


[ 163 J 


foreign inquiry. In regard to apprehenfion 
of incurring the imputation of prefumption 
in refuting received opinions, however far 
they may have had the fanétion of the moft 
refpe€table perfonages, an individual, juf- 
tified on fuch inveftigation in conceiving 
the general’ belief to be founded in error, 
and -of dangerous téndency, muft be 
fhielded, by a fenfe of public duty, by the 
confcious rectitude of his own intentions, 
and reft his defence on the truth of facts 
and juftnefs of obfervation, on the fubje& 
of finance, within the large feope of pre- 
fent confideration, which may be divided 
into the four following heads, viz. 

ift, The nature and fources of théré-— 
venue of the Circars, proportioned to the 
total produce of the country. 

adly,: The mode of fettling the Jumma- 
bundy, or raifing the annual fupplies of 
government, 

3dly, The grofs and net receipts of the 
public treafury. 

Athly, From an account of current 
charges, to deduce a propofed fcheme of 
future expenditure, 
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CHAP. IIL 
The Nature and Sources of Revenue. 


Ir is well known that throughout the 
whole of Hindoftan the ordinary revenue 
of Government is comprifed uhder the 
two general denominations of MHAL, or 
Territorial Revenue, and SAIR, or Lnpofs. 


1, SAIR, 


Arifing from a variety of impofts, 
chiefly on perfonal property, fluétuating 
—endeacertain in its amount, is theres 
fore ofan unfettled, precarious nature, 
afcertainable only at the clofe of the’year, 
anid under the following impofts or Aboads, 
including almoft the whole fyflem of tax- 
ation in Europe. j 


1. The Mahfeol, or cuftoms on exports 
and imports, were fixed by the Moguls at 
five per cent. from Hindoos, or half that 
proportion from merchants of their own 
perfuafion, or favoured foreigners; but this 
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diftin@tion of perfons under Englifh ad- 
miniftration has of courfe been laid afide. 


2. The Rahdarry is an inland toll col- 
le&ted at different Chowkies, or ftations on 
the roads, from paffengers, or on account 
of merchandize, prain, and all the necef- 
faries of life carried to market; and being 
exacted at an indefinite rate, according to 
the ufual indifcretion of Zemindars or 
other officers of Government, is intolera- 
bly burthenfome to the lower clafs of peo- 
ple, without producing any adequate bene- 
fits to the ftate, 


3. The Pandery, or tax on the fhops of . 
workmen and retail merchants in, towns ; 
or under a different denomination, on the 
temporary ftalls, ere&ted during the fairs 
held annually at places of Muffulman pil- 
grimage, or Hindoo worfhip, formed alfo 
a confiderable branch of the Sar; together 
with licences to the makers and fellers of 
fpirittious liquors, or the keepers of bro- 
thels: in like manner in many places 
were included a tax on houfes in general, 
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of ourtiage, on looms, on the cloth ma- 
nufactured, 


4. The Mboterreffa, or poll tax, on ar- 
tificers and manufalurers, continucs every 
where a great difcouragement to induftry. 


5. The Fixea, or tribute impofed on tha 
Hindoos as idolators, was, perhaps, for the 
lat time, collected in the beginning of the 
prefent century, by Anwar u’deen, the fa- 
ther of the Nabob Mahommed Ali, when 
aéting as fuperintendant of this branch of 
the revenue in the town of Surat; but, 
what may appear ftrange, the perfonal 
exactions, under the Muffulman govern- 
ment trom Indian pilgrims reforting to 
aggernayg, or other famous Pagodas, ara 
fuill rigoroufly enforced by the freeft Mah. 
rattah rulers, {uperftitious adherents of 
Braminical faith, the fucceflors to the. ty- 
rannical dominion of Iflamifm. 


6. The Ferroagy-foujedarry, or produce 
of fines, confifcations, and the Chout ox 
fourth of fums litigated in the civil courts, 
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made no inconfiderable part of the variable 

uncertain fources of public fupply. 


4. 'To thefe may be added, within the 
Northern Circars, the profits on falt farms, 
eftimated at a lack and a half of rupees, 
or about two thirds of the prime voit of 
near ten lacks of maunds, exclufive of half . 
that quantity exported annually to Bengal 
before the late prohibition there, on a me- 
dium of 25 rupees per maund, 


8, The yearly rent of cocoa-nut dnd 
palmyra trees, in the neighbourhood of the 
fea ports moft frequented by Lafcars and 
fifhermen, and chiefly near the mouths of 
the Goadaveri, properly dependant on” fie 
port ,of Mafilipatam, though nrhetine 
fince included in the zemindaries of Ma- 
gletore and Peddapore, and which, at ohe 
rupee each tree; may be rated at leaft two 
Jacks and a half rupees additiottal, as ari- - 
fing from barren unappropriated lands, 

The total of all thefe Aboads or impofts, 
levied under the general head of Sair, 
either in the Circars or any other part of 
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Flindoftan, never exceeded one tenth, and 
now falls rather fhort of that portion of 
the ftated public income; and they were 
thought of fuch little account to the ftate, 
fo oppreffive in their nature for the moft 
part to the poor, confequently fo repug- 
nant to the principles of the eftablithed as 
well as every other fyftem of religion, that 
the wife and politic diem Geer, the laft 
great Emperor of the Hindoftany race of 
Timoor, abolifhed by edi& feventy of thefe 
feveral articles of taxation; though the 
felfifh lenity of the Prince, and a degree 
of refractorinels of Foujedars and Fagheer- 
dars, whofe fiefs continued to be valued 
without abatement, according to the Jiamma 
, Kaumt, ov old ftandard affefiment, which 
intluded_the recently prohibited Adoads, 
combining with the fubfequent diforders 
of the cmpire, virtually prevented then, 
“and ever fince, the carrying into effect. the 
royal mandate, which remains an hiftorical 
record of what ought to be done in policy 
and humanity, but could not be realifed by 
the equivocal benevolence of an ecaftern 


_ defpot. 
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2. The Mhal, or Landed Property. 

This firft-mentioned general diftinGtive 
term of revenue, which conftitutes the 
grand, the permanent, afcettainable fource 
of finance, over the whole of Hindoftan, and 
indeed all the reft of 4fa, under one uni- 
verfal rule, perhaps peculiar to this quarter 
of the ,world, though admitting of many 
fubordinate variations in its feveral divi- 
fions, is the important branch of re- 
fource to which we thall confine our far- 
ther difquifitions. Nothing can be more 
erroneous than the public opinion enter- 
tained of the nature of our territorial income 
throughout the Britifh dominions in India: 
in Bengal, where moft progrefs Nati been 
made in afcertaining the true original prin- 
ciples of the actual fyftem of revenue, it is 
generally confidered under the denomina- 
tion and common idea of a /and tax, im- 
pofed on certain claffes of’ native and fup- 
pofed hereditary proprietors called Zemin- 
dars, from a compound in the Perfian lan. 
guage fignifying literally renants or holders 
of land. In the Gircars it has acquired the 
more dignified appellation of Tribute, and 
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the petty farming land-holders from whom’ 
it is colleéted, have been fometimes honou- 
red with the title of feudatory lords, but 
moft commonly with that of Rajai' or he- 
reditary Hindoo Princes. It would be no 
very difficult matter to fhew the founda- 
tion of thefe miftakes, and their dangerous 
influence in determining the opinions of 
thofe, who have only European ideas to 
comprehend the ftate of things in Afia, 
conveyed in general terms of the Englith 
language ; but it is our prefent tafk rather 
to exhibit the truth of a different, and 
what we conceive to be the only proper . 
definition of Indian revenue, viz. not a tax 
of one fifth, as in England, on the propri- 
etory~immewme of freehold eftates——far lefs, 
a fey-duty, or fixed perpetual quit-rent, 
on fuch as are held in vaflalage and by the 
ancient military tenures known in- other 
parts of Enrope ; but in form and fac the 
landlord's proportion, fettled on a medium 
at one fourth the Rebéa or Chout * of the 


* Hence the derivation of the modern claim of the 
Mahvattas, who, in gaining the afcendancy over, and’ 
intimitation of the Moghuls, exacted from Foujedars 
dnd Jageerdars of the latter, the fame proportion of 
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‘original grofs produce of the land, fhared 
with the tenantry ; or rather a yearly rent, 
variable according to the circumftances of 
the country at the period of adjuftment, 
paid to Government as the fole, legal, 
known, territorial proprietor, as generally 
underftood by the Reyuis, or immediate 
cultivators’ of the foil, shraugh the agency, 
for the moft part, of a certain clafs of Hin- 
doos, nominated in behalf of the ftate, with 
fuitable appointments in land and money, 
to the office of Zemindar or fuperintendant 
of a local provincial fubdivifion, and who, 
collectively, to the greater fatisfaction of 
the people, as native guardians of the pub- 
lic peace and private rights, as well as re- 
ceivers, or rather farmers-genermiy-sfthe 
revenue, relieved their ignorant Voluptuous 
Muffulman rulers from the intricate trou- 
blefome detail of internal police, and the 
management of Mofufil collections. 
That this was, and continues to be, the 


their income that thefe levied from the Reyuts or infe- 
rior tenants of the foil; and at firft with the more 
seady concurrence of the fovereign, becaufe the de- 
mand did not come home immediately to himfelf, and 
only leflened the power of many refraQory fubjects. 
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true nature of the territorial income of the 
Circars, under the Company's, or former 
adminiftrations, can only be fully illuftra- 
ted by taking a fhort general review of the 
original inftitution and progrefs of the 
Moghul fyftem of finance in Hindoftan, 
which is ftill regarded, in faét or by legal 
conftruction, as the only genuine fource 
and fupport of every actually eftablithed 
mode of raifing the fupplies, throughout 
one and all of the diffevered members of 
this once great empire. 


CHAP. IV. 


Tooril Mulls Syfem of Finance. 


Mucu hath been faid of the Afir 
Toomar-Fumma, or original roll of the rent, 
agreeable to the firft general affeffment of 
the twelve Soubahs of Hindoftan north of 
the Nerbuddab, undertaken and imperfe@ly 
accomplifhtd through the agency of the 
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famous Hindoo Rajah Tooril Mull, in the 
reign of Akbar, one of the greateft Mog- 
hul Emperors; but of the performance, 
little more feems to be known in Europe 
than the total amount for which the fe- 
veral diftri€ts were rated; or of its author, 
any thing farther than that he was an able 
financier. The following fhort analyfis, 
therefore, of a work fo celebrated, connec~ 
ted with as much as may be neceffary of 
the hiftory of the man, may be equally new, 
as it appears effential to the more perfect 
underftanding of the fubject under confi- 
deration. 


Tooril Mull, of the Kebtery cat, from 
Labore, and at length raifed to the Mgm- 
(fub, ox dignity of 4000, began Kis political 
career in the province of Gujerat, both 
as a military commander and intendant of 
the revenue, in 1573 of the Chriftian era, 
The two following years he aéted in the 
fame capacities in Bengal, with greater re- 
putation, during the viceroyalty of Khan- 
jeban. He was afterwards deputed a fe- 
cond time to Gujerat; and, on his return 
to Debi, in 1577, having refumed the of- 


aye id 
fice of Pefbcar, or Chief affiftant to the Vi- 
zier Shah Munfoor, which he held in the 
intervals of his refidence at the capital, had, 
no doubt, a great fhare in the regulations 
of that year; fuch as the divifion of the 
empire into twelve Soubahs; the appoint- 
ment of eight principal officerg, with dif 
tin independant powers to each; and a 
fixed Fummabundy, or annual fettlement 
of the revenue, formed on a medium of 
the ten preceding years a€lual receipts, ac- 
cording to the beft information which could 
be obtained from the local inveftigations 
of a number of ikilfol Ameens diftributed 
throughout the fevetal provinces. But it 
was sof until 1582, when he received, 
forthe fecond time, inveftiture of the, Vi- 
zaret, Afbraf Dewan, or poft of high trea- 
furer of the cmpire, that he projeéted his 
famous fcheme of finance, which he com- 
pleted in the fhort period of his adminif- 
tration,- which terminated with his life in 
1589. It has been univerfally admitted as 
. amodel of perfeGtion, and ferving as a ba~ 
fis for the a@tual collections in every part 
of Hindoftan, without any variation in 
the principle, or much increafe in the 
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amount of affeffment, to the prefent time 5 
excepting in the maritime countries, fince 
fo prodigioufly enriched by an enlarged di- 
reé&t commerce with Europe; or in fuch, 
other places as were not then completely 
fubdued, or of which the valued rent could 
not, in hig time, with fufficient accuracy 
be afcertained, 


CHAP. V. 
Rules of Settlement. 
1. The Rebba, or SJummabundy Nekdy.. 


Tue ultimate point of perfetion aimed 
at in the revenue department was, to form 
a rent-roll on an actual meafurement of 
the -lands of exaétly one fourth of their full 
annual produce, fhared with the hufband- 
man, to be paid into the royal treafury 
in fpecie, according to the number of 
Beghas, or extent of ground in cultivation, 
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diftributed into four claffes expreflive of 
the nature of the foil, and to be invariably 
rated by a medium then ftruck of the real. 
value of the feveral produ@tions, through- 
out the year, as afcertained on the f{pot: 
this was called the Yummabundy-Nekay, ox 
money fettlement ; and the farins fo rented 
were denominated Ruckbah, an Arabic term 
fignifying pofleffions held by a flavith te- 
nure, though probably introduced in Hin- 
doftan from the more ancient cuftom of 
affefling the country by the eftimated la- 
bour of a yoke of oxen. ‘But fucha fcheme 
of finance was only applicable to, and in- 
tended for, places where circumftances of 
foit, population, commerce, and general 
civilization, admitted of the more improved 
{tate of agriculture in its various branches, 
arifing from the {uperfluities, as well as the 
neceflaries, of life: accordingly it prevailed 
chiefly in the Soubahs of Delbi, Agra, 
Gujerat, and Babar; Bengal being at that 
time as little known as imperfectly reduced, 
and its climate held in fuch difrepute, as 
to imprefs the idea of banifhment on the 
minds of thofe who afterwards carried thi. 
ther in multitudes all the enriching arts of 
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luxury, and acquiefced in the propriety of 
beftowing the epithet “ Paradife of Re- 
« gions” on a place. of refidence before 
confidered with dread, and reforted to only 
from neceffity. 


2. Buttacy or Divifion of Crops. 


In the other provinces not above men- 
tiondd, the public revenue was levied by'a 
different rule, technically underftood un- 
der the Hindoo word Buttai, fignifying di- 
vifion, which was better adapted to the 
fcanty refources of an indigent, ignorant 
peafantry, deriving their fubfiftence chiefly 
from pafture lands exempted from taxa- 
tion®; or who, contenting themfelves 
with the luxuriant growth of a fingle har- 
veft,: where wo might be produced -with 
little additional labour, required that {pur 
to indultry given by a judicious increafe of 
the demands of government; and who, as 
yet generally unufed to a gold or filver 
currency, were, for the mofl part, obliged 


* Excepting the tuifling tax of three Daums annually 
for every head of oxen, and /ix for buffaloes, paftured 
on imptoyeable uncultivated ground, to ferveas a fti« 
mulus to agriculture. 

N 
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to pay their rents in kind. Agreeable to 
this mode, it was ordained, that the great 
natural produétions in all forts of grai# and 
puife, depending on the periodical rains, and 
reaped in either of the two feafons Khereef 
or Rxbbi, being wholly afcertained, * and 
accurately eftimated on the fpot by the 
Mokeem or {kilful appointed’ appraifers, 
thould be equally divided, fhare and fhare 
alike, between government and its Reyuts, 
or hufbandman: nor will fuch appear an 
inequitable participation, though the ex- 
pence of feed, with the whole of the la- 
bour, fell on the latter, when we confider 
the facility of the fimpleft culture; the 
generally forty-fold returns of a quick 
fpontanéous vegetation; together with the 
peculiar advantages to a Hindoo, of a free, 
unbounded, common pafturage. When 
the like corn and green crops were produ- 
ced out of feafon, or by the increafed toil 
and charge of watering them artificially 
from wells, public refervoirs, or by means 
of drains from rivers, then the ftate-was 
only to be entitled to one third proportion 
of the grofs original produét, as fole pro- 
ptietor of the foi) ; but with refpeé& to ar- 
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ticles of greater value thus brought forth, 
fach as ophium, fugar cane, vines, plan- 
tains, mulberry and cotton plants, the fhare 
claimed from the immediate cultivators, 
through the agency of Zemindars or Far- 
mers General, by a lenient, wife, benefi- 
cent government, varied from one fourth 
to one eight of the entire yearly crop, ac- 
cording to the additional expence and la- 
bour of culture, the length of time re- 
quired in bringing fuch produétions to ma- 
turity, and the diftance, the hazard, or 
trouble of carrying them for fale, More- 
over, in countries where this rule of Bur- 
tai, or divifion of the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary harvefts between the Prince and 
his farming fabjects was eftablithed,, yet 
it was always in the option of the fatter, 
as it may be faid to have been the termina- 
ting, ultimate view of the former as land. 
lord, when agriculture was in its improved 
ftate of wew and various cultivation, to 
commute the larger proportions of rent as 
paid in kind, for the Reda, ot pecuniary 
affeffment of one fourth, as fettled in other 
places, on a meafurement of the lands, to- 


gether with a medium valuation of their 
N2 
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whole andimixed produce annually. ‘There 
were ftill, however, very extenfive tracts 
of the Moghul dominion either totally un- 
explored, difficult of accefs, or imperfeftly 
fabdued, which neither of the foregoing 
modes could bring into a general computa- 
tion of the revenue; thefe diftriéts were, 
therefore, eftimated according to the beft 
informations poflible to be obtained fot the 
prefent, fubje& to future alterations ; and 
thus were. compleated the foundations of 
that famous original fyftem of finance in- 
volved in the Zoomar Fumma of ‘Tooril 
Mull, intended to fuftain the vaft fabrick 
of the Moghul empire. 


CHAP. VI. 
Divifion of the Provinces. 


The Diftribution of Lands into Khalfa. and 
; Fageer. 

"THE means of realizing this new-formed 

univerfal rent-roll, were made fubfervi- 
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‘ently-relative to the fupport of the imperial 

houfehold, together with the civil and mi- 
litary eftablifhments; the economical re~ 
form of which, particularly the latter, 
was.the next grand object of the minifter’s 
general plan. Accordingly, the whole 
kingdom as now affeffed was diftributed 
into dands immediately dependant on the 
Khalfa- Shereefa, or royal exchequer, or 
fuch as were affigned over to the greater 
or leffer officers of government for the 
maintenance of troops and perfonal digni- 
ties, by a feudal temporary tenure, at firtt 
called dkra, then Fageer, fignifying terri- 
torial poffeffions fo alienated at the will, 
and during the precarious favour af a def- 
potic monarch, 


1. Lhe Khalfa-Shereefa Lands, 


Included the capital town with its de- 
pehdant cirear, or province of a Soubah or 
viceroyalty ; and the principal Pergunnab, 
or diftrié of all the other circars under 
the fubordinate rule of Nabobs, Fougedars, 
or Aumils, conftituting together the whole 
Havillee or houfehold lands of the Empe- 
ror, fet apart to defray his perfonal and 
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court expences, thofe of his guards, ftate 
garrifons, as well as the fimilar eftablith- 
ments of all his delegate-reprefentatives 
throughout the empire; they included 
alfo in general, the allotments, . the 
largeft, the richeft, and beft afcertained 
portion of the country, which, befides its 
geographical, juridical fubdivifions, was 
parcelled out into other jixancial divitions, 
depending on the amount of revenue, being 
one crore of duums, or twoand ahalf lacks 
of rupees per annum: thefe were denomi- 
nated Chucklas; and the immediate fuper- 
intendance, internal management, and col- 
le&torfhip of each, were conferred on the 
wealthieft, moft fkilful, trufty Hindoo 
farmers -which could be found in the dif- 
tif, with an allowance of jive per‘cent. 
on the net receipts of the treafury from 
their colleCtions, in addition to fmall free- 
hold poffeffions in lands for family fubfift- 
ence, already defcribed under the appella- 
tions Nanecar or Saverums and the officers 
thus employed, were at firft diftinguifhed 
by the name Crory, afterwards more fami- 
larly known as Zemindars; though the 
original defignation is {till made ufe of in 
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all the Muffulman capitals, but with a to- 
tal change in the nature and forms of the 
public charge fromi whence derived. 


2. Fageer Lands, 


Included the other great divifion of the 
country, and were afligned over, at the new 
yaluation, to the feveral military comman- 
ders for the maintenance of their refpe€tive 
troops, included, for the moft part, the 
leaft produdtive unfettled diftricts with a 
view to further improvement and more per- 
fect fubje€tion, under the advantages of a 
local, joined to the vigor of a fpecies of 
feudal adminiftration ; the lands thus dif- 
tributed in all the twelve Soubabs of the 
empire, as beft calculated for the purpofes 
of finance, as well as to enfure the ftability 
of recent conquefts under an unnatural * 
foreignyoke, though generally diftinguithed 
by the Arabic term A/a, or the fynoni- 
mous Perfian word Yageer, yet received 
various more particular denominations from 
the nature of the different tenures on which 
‘they were held. 
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1, Military Tenures, 


The general term for fuch poffeftions was 
underftood to be nothing more than a fimple 
allotment of an extenfiveterritory, with its 
jurifdiGion and revenue, to a Fougedar, or 
military commander, for a limited or indefi- 
nite period, under an exprefs obligation of 
maintaining a certain body of troops to at- 
tend the King in perfon or any of his lieu- 
tenants in the field. Such were in modern 
times, the Fougedaries of Kerpab and the 
Carnatic Payengaut, dependant on the Sou- 
bah of Hydrabad. 


° 
2. The leffer grant of Tyeul, moft com- 
monly confined to a fingle Cirear, ‘was 
confidered of a more permanent nature, 
.and, befidesthe expence of a ftanding force, 
was fometimes, as Karnool in the beginning 
of the prefent century, burthened with 
particular fervices, or a {mall quit rent, 


3. The Syeurghal was an aflignment 
ufually for life, on certain lands for the 
whole or part of their affefled revenue, 
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without any local jurifdiction ; fimilar to 
that beftowed on Lord Clive in the com- 
pany’s .Zemindary of Calcutta, which, 
though denominated Cilla Sherrit, or an 
unconditional fief, anfwers exaétly to the 
Zatee, or perfonal Fageer, of the moderns ; 
in like manner as the preceding tenure of 
Tyeul, being alfo of Moghul or Turkith 
derivation, correfponds with that now in 
ufe, under the terms Muj/broot, or condi- 
‘tional, and Abjham, Sepabi, or military 
Fageers, appropriated either for the fupport 
of garrifons or provincial troops. 


Civil Grants, 


5. Under the divifion of afligned country, 
were alfo clafled thofe petty alienations 
confifting of afew Beghas of ground, made 
over by the prince in the manner of a reli- 
gious, charitable, or gratuitous donation, 
for the maintenance of individuals fingly, 
or in community; thus an yma was 
granted to profeflors of learning and the 
Maffulman faith, as well as to public foun. 
dations or feminaries, fuch as Gopamow in 
the Soubah of Oude, and Pundua in Bengal. 
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6. Enaums were the meaneft and more 
general gifts of land as beftowed on mendi- 
cants, whether Hindoo or Mahomedan, the 
common Singers, Bramins and likewife 
on Zemindars, under the more particular 
denomination of Nan-car, or means of fub- 
fiftence. Though the arrogance of fome 
of the ufurping rulers of the prefent age 
has impofed the fame word as défcriptive 
of the higheft, moft extenfive grants, on the 
ignorance, in fuch matters of form, of 
thofe who had the power or influence to 
command the greateft real favours *, 


Heritable Lands. 


3. AL-TUMGHA, according to the lite- 
ral’ fignification of the two Arabic terms of 
which this technical one is compofed, con- 

" yeyed gratuitoufly from the fovereign to a 
few of the moft favoured of his fervants; a 
{mall heritable grant of territorial property, 
pethaps, then, and fince, the only one of 


* Vide the Nizam’s Suunnds to the Eaft-India 
Company for the fovereignty of the northern Cir- 
cars, in conformity to the tenor of the Moghul’s 
Firmaun, 


aed 
the kind in the whole fyftem of Muffulman 
jurifprudence. Sometimes the fame Jo, 
geerdarbeld allthe principal fubordinate tc- 
nures within the limits of his kta, or 
more, extenfive jurifdi@tion; though this 
was contrary to eaftern policy as in thefe 
days, the Nabob Zafer u’ Dowlab enjoyed 
in his Turref-durry, or divifion of the Ni- 
sam’s dorhintons, the Zyeu/ of the Circars 
of Commamet and Worangole, the Syeurghal 
of many leffer diftri&ts, together with the 
Altumgha of Niermul: nor were fuch hold- 
ingsentirel y confined to MahomedanAmeers, 
for we find even in Aebar’s reign, that 
the great Hindoo Rajahs of Marwar and 
JSaepfur, after being conquered and wholly 
deprived of their ancient pofleflions among 
the hills of Ajmere, received them back’as 
military fiefs, fubjeG to the new regulations 
of the Moghul empire; and when the fame 
princes were afterwards fo far humbled as 
to fubmit to the mortifying, though in- 
tended conciliatory, requifition of the Em- 
petor, to fend their daughters to the royal 
Haram, to be.efpoufed under a rule the 
imoft repugnant to their natural principles, 
their affigned territories were enlarged 
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beyond the ufual extent of the moft com:. 
derable Fageers. It mutt farther be remiem- 
bered that one and all of the fuperior and 
lefler tenures which we have enumerated, 
could only legally and formally be obtained 
dire@ly from the fovereign Ruler, under 
his proper feal and fignature, though often 
through the recommendation of minifters 
or favourites. 


Inferior Holdings of Ejarabdary. 


4. In later times of a€tual ufurpation, 
but of outward refpect for the old imperial 
rights, when any felf-created Soubabdar, in 
imitation of the Lord Paramount, conferred 
fuch feudal poffeffions on an individual, 
veifant in, and claiming rank with confe- 
quence, from the ancient form of Moghul 
royalty, the grant could only be received 
under the bafe tenure of Ya-obbedy; a 
contrat, or Eyarah, a farm for years; 
thus in the Nixamut of Salabut Fung, when 
the Crear of Guatour was made over to his 
brother Bafalut Fung, who alfo derived his 
honours and viceroyalty of Bejapoor nomi- 
nally from the crown of Delhi, as the com- 
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mon fource of legitimate authority or gran- 
deur; the transfer was made in the manner 
of a Leaf, which having juft expired at the 
period of the Company’s taking pofleffion of 
the other Gircars, was continued by treaty 
with Nizam Ali, on the fame footing of 
occupancy during the life of the incumbent 
under the denomination of a Fageer. 


It is to be underftood of the divifion of 
Abta, or alienated lands in general, as well 
as of that portion of the empire immediately 
dependant on the Khalfa, that the inferior 
Moffufil adminiftration, in matters fimply 
of interior police, or affecting the public 
revenue, was, with a few exceptions, vef- 
ted univerfally in Hindoo Zemindars, Chow- 
dries, Talookdars, Mocudduus, and the 
lefler Reyuts or peafantry; fometimes acting 
ina chain of fubordination to each other in 
the rank we have placed them, fometimes 
feparately ; and there are inftances wheré 
the rights, jurifdidtion, and privileges, an- 
nexéd to the higher of all thefe fubfidiary 
official diftinGions, expreflive ofa landhol- 
ding or tenancy in the foil, were united in 
the fame perfons, in like manner as hath 
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been remarked with refpect to the lordly 
feudal tenures of the Moghul Ameers, the 
forms of which may have given rife to ana- 
logous ideas in the management of the fi- 
nances ; accordingly we find, in the Zemin- 
dary grant to the Company of the ands 
about Calcutta, inveftiture given, not only 
underthe general more comprehenfive term, 
but alfo the fpecial fubordinate ones of 
Chowdrabi and Talookdary; the one more 
particularly fignifying in the Hindoo Jan- 
guage" an inferior civil jurifdictions the 
latter, in the Arabic or Perfian, a dependant 
tenement or farm ufually affefled in Hin- 
doftan at a fixed annual rent, 





CHAP. VIL 


Regulation of Coinage. 


"THOUGH Toorif Mull by thefe regulations 
afcertained tHe legal fources, together with 
the amount of revenue proportioned to the 
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grofs yearly produce of the country, and 
made the means of colleétion fubfeivient to 
another object of Government, “which was 
the fupportofa feudal military eftablifhment, 
yet a gold and jilver currency were fill 
wanting, to’ facilitate the operations of 
either department involving the receipts or 
difburfements of the royal treafury: ftrange 
as it may appear! before this period, the 
only coin in common ufe, in the fuppofed 
rich commercial empire of Hindoftan, was 
of copper, under the denomination of Pull- 
fiob, or feloos; fixteen of which were 
reckoned equal to a Tunka of bate filver, 
then fornetimes ftruck, but folely for the 
King’s ufe, in making the ufual prefents 
to foreign ambafladors, rewarding fingers, 
or the particular fervices of any’ of his 
nobles. ‘T'rade muft, therefore, have been 
carried on chiefly by barter; the rents for 
the moft part paid in kind, or fubje& to the 
fame tedious details, which might have 
been found lefs inexpedient in the iffes of 
money for defraying the public expences, 
To remedy fuch inconveniences andenlarge 
the circulation of fpecie, a hew coin of 
the finer metals was introduced, and from 
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thenceforth gold Moburs, each of 11 

Mafbeh weight, worth nine Sicca Rupees of 
11 ¥ Mafreb, or about 7 dwts. 11 grains 

pure filver, each of thefe to be valued at 

Jorty Daums, or Feloos of copper, every one 

of which to weigh, agreeable to the former 

ftandard, 21 Ma/fbeb, weve fubftitued as the 

univerfal medium of exchange inall financial 

accounts and pecuniary tranfactions of the 

fate. ‘Thefe different arrangements confi- 

dered feverally, or as relative to the fimple 

object of revenue, comprehended the whole . 
{cope of that {yftem of political economy 

fo celebrated among the wife inftitutions of 
Akbar, as being the moft equitable and 

perfe&t for the Government of a foreign 

conqueft, and ftill conftituting, after a 

lapfe of two hundred years, the ground 

work of the aétual legiflation in finance 

throughout the whole of Hindoftan, and 

efleemed the beft model to be adopted 

in future. 


{[ 193 J 


CHAP. VIL 
Financial Syftem of the Decan. 


In ‘the: Decan, although confiderable 
progrefs had been made by the Moghul 
arms, in the reduétion of the four nearer 
Soubabs, from the very beginning of the 
feventeenth century ; it was not until the 
year 1654, in the reign of Shab Feban, 
and under the aufpices of Moor/hed Kooli 
Khan, then Dewan of thefe fouthera coun« 
tries, that ooril Mull’s regulations were 
there ‘introduced, and became thencefor- 
ward the ftanding immutable law of the 
land. The original {cheme was fo fervilely 
copied on this occafion, that the only dif- 
ference lyeth in fome nominal diftinions, 
which are however worthy of notite, to 
prevent miftakes in tracing the genuine 
fource of the revenue fyftem eftablifhed in 
this great limb of the Moghul empire, The 
Perfian terms Dujftoor ul Aumil, applied to 
the firft inftitutions, are changed for the 
? ° 
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Hindoo word Déurad of the fame fignifica- 
tion, to exprefsthe ordinations promulgated 
for the Government of the Decan. ‘fumma 
Kaumil, complete or more perfect affefiment, 
is fubftiruted for the A/i/ Toomar Funima of 
proper Hindoftan: Baghds, or gardening, 
is applied to the finer, more laborious cul- 
ture, depending on the artificial, fupply of 
‘water; and the provincial dialeé&t of the 
fouth afforded the perfonal titles Defmook, 
chief of a diftriét, and Defpandeah, its Bra- 
min recorder and accountant, inftead of the 
more univerfal ones of Zemindar, or Crory, 
-and Canongoe, or public regifter. A filver 
and gold currency had been already long 
eftablifhed among the Decanee Hindoos. 
‘This advantage, perhaps, was derived from 
the early extenfive intercourfe in trade be- 
tween that people and the Perfians, or 
more recently the Arabians, to whom 
the ufe of a national coin had been known 
near athoufand years before; but whether it 
was borrowed from others, or originated 
in the country, it had been found inconve- 
nient, under the preceding «Muffulman 
Governments, to change that currency; and 
this may be the-reafon why Zooril Mufl's 


C 195 ] 
regulation of the coinage was left out of 
the fyftem introduced by M. Khooli Khan. 


But as it has been already obferved, it 
was not before the year 1687 that the 
northern Circars, forming part of the Sou- 
bab of Hydrabad, fell under the Moghul 
yoke., It,doth not appear that any altera- 
tion either in the amount of rent or mode of 
affembling thefe diftrifs, was introduced 
at the period of this revolution. The old 
valuation or ftandard of revenue as fixed, 
we have reafon to believe, on the firlt efta- 
blifhment of the Kootub Shay, was trans- 
ferred to the imperial rent-roll of A/em- 
geer; and the rule of Buttai, or equal divi- 
fion of the crop between Government and 
its Reyuts, is continued exclufively and unis 
verfally, down to the prefent time, except 
in places where the unnatural unreftrained 
oppreffion of Zemindars has increafed the 
moiety demanded in behalf of the public 
fromthe peafantry folely for private advan~ 
tage. This fimple mode of rating lands 
for half their yearly produce, is derived 
from the remoteft antiquity in different 
parts of Hindoftan, and fill invariably pres 

02 
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vails in fuch countries as were left unfub- 
dued by the Mahomedans, like, Tanjore, 
where the ancient Indian forms of adminif- 
tion are, for the moft part, preferved entire; 
it will not, therefore, be thought extraor- 
dinary, that the fame cuftom fhould thus, 
be the ground work of one fyftem of finance, 
and enter largely into the formation of 
another, eftablifhed undertwo contemporary 
or fucceflive dynafties of foreign Princes, 
obliged to conform through ignorance, po- 
licy, or neceflity, to the former ufage of 
the fame conquered people. Such, how- 
ever, is the fact; either the Circars were 
fubje& in the reign of the Kootub Shaby to 
fimilar, ‘regulations as had been inftituted by 
Tooril Mull, oxhis copiett in the Deean, for 
the management of the Moghul revenue : 
or when they were annexed to the crown 
of Delbi, they neceffarily and immediately 
fell under the general laws of the empire, 
which to this day authoritatively afcertain 
the naruRe and sourcss of the ‘public 
fupplies to be conformable to the definition 
which we have endeavoured to fupport in 
difcuffing this Firsr general head of the 
fubje&t of prefent confideration. 
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CHAP. IX, 
_Financial Syftem of Bengal *. 


It may be neceffary, in aa few words, 
to ftate the modification’ of Toort] Mull’s 
fyftem in the lateft flage of good native 
government in Bengal, 


In the early period of Mogul Government 
in Bengal, great part of the revenues were 
abforbed in ageers; and in protecting the 
maritime parts from the ravage of the Mags 
or Arakaners, aided by the Portuguefe, who 
inhabited the port of Chutgong, and had been 
allowed, for pupofes of trade, to fettle at 
Houghly, The revenue continued in this.uny 
productive ftate, in thereign of Shab Jeban, 
when the 4hamiteswereencouraged toinvade 
Bengal by boats down the river Brimahpoter; 


* This chapter is extracted from Mr. Grant’s 
Aealyfis of the revenues of Bengal, tranfmitted by 
Sir Fobh M’ Pherfon to the Directors and tothe Board 
of Control, and notified to Parliament by motion of 
Mr. Greville in 1790, and the papers relative to 
this work and to Mr, Grant’s appointment of Se. 
rifitadar, were then laid on the table of the Houfe 
af Commons. . 
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at this time Sultan Sujah was appointed vice~ 
roy of the Soubah; he reformed the finance 
by a new affeffment, under the fame deno- 
mination and probably the fame plan of 
Tocril Mull; and the rents appear to have 
been well paid after Sujab’s overthrow by 
his brother A//um Geer, and during his long 
and vigorous reign, 


The Emperor was engaged, during the 
laft 25 years of his reign, in wars in the 
Decan, and committed his eaftern domi- 
nions to his grandfon Azeen ul Shah, rather 
asan appendage of royalty than as a refource, 
and never demanded more than the efta- 
blifhed. rental ; but as his exigencies re~ 
quired pundtual payment, he beflowed the 
Dewannee on Faffier Khan, who proved his 
ability and honefty and firmnefs in with- 
ftanding fuch meafures of the Prince: Sou 
bahdar as {eemed derogatory of the honour 
and intereft of the Sovereign; his admini- 
ftration makes the moft brilliant period of 
finance in Bengal, being.the epoch of the 
laft and more ufeful reform in the Tuch/eem 
Summa, or. diftributed affeflment propor-. 
tioned to the capacity of each territorial 
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divifion, and ferving to this day as the 
eftablithed praétical rule of rating lands in 
Zemindary grants, 


Faffer Khan was of Brahmin parents, 
bought by Huge Shifia of Iphaban, and there 
brought up with a Mahomedan education ; 
on the death of his patron, he returned to 
the Decan, and was employed by Allum- 
geer, firttin the Dewannee of Hyderabad 
and in the Dewannee of the Soubab of Ben- 
gal, in which he was fupported, notwith- 
ftanding complaints preferred by prince 
Azeen ul Shab, jutt before the Emperor's 
death, in 1707, and fupported himfelf 
through the fucceeding reign of Rabadur 
Shab. » On the acceflion of Furrock/feer, in 
1713, and the vacancy of the Nizamut, 
Safier Khan purchafedit with the affiftance 
of faggut Seat the banker, for himéfelf, with 
the title of Motemun ul Moolk Alaou Dow- 
lab Affid Fung. He moved the feat of Go- 
vernmeut from Dacca, or Febanger Nagur, 
to Moorfredabad,.as Being more centrical, 
and fat on foot an Hufabood invettigation 
particularly in Satagong and the interior di- 
ftriéts, and laid afide, as ufelefs and expen- 
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five, feveral effential checks of the Sovereign 
over him as delegate. To render this period 
of innovation more intelligible, 


The revenue could only: be realifed 
through the agency of certain officers, 
chiefly Hindoos, denominated-Krories, Ze- 
mindars, or Chows'ries, who were the 
principal farmers, and appointed colleétors 
of imperial rents, and who fuperintended 
more or fewer Pergunnabs, according to 
the favour or confidence fhewn to thefe 
agents, 


While the Toomar Fumma Padfbahy was 
regularly levied, the Nabobs confined their 
furplus: exactions to fimple Nazzeranabs, 
or prefents; but when they became: per- 
manent fources of fupply, firft. brought 
about in ¥afier Khan's adminiftration, when 
his power as Nazim increafed on the de- 
cline of the Moghul’s, the conftitution was 
violated, anda fyftem of violence, oppreffiont 
and peculation eftablifhed, in room of the 
equity of Akbar’s or the Moghul fyftem. 


Zemindaries were unequally divided for 
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the purpofe of concealing the amount of 
receipts; and this was another meafure of 
Sfafier Khan; but the mode of exaction of 
viceroyal affeffments by Zemindary jurif- 
digtions, was only properly eftablifhed in the 
government of his fucceflor Sujah, in 1730. 
Thefe alienations of fovereign rights were 
alfo oppreffive to the peafantry, though the 
amount’ colleéted in the whole was fhort of 
the original dues to the exchequer flated at 
of the produce of the foil; and in diftrias 
where the deficiency in exchequer accounts 
appears moft glaring, the peafantry are 
moft burthened, though the furplus of col- 
‘leGed rents is commuted for private dou- 
ceurs under the head Seringamy, or Sebundy 
expences, fraudulently withheld: from, the 
public tréafury. ‘ 


The degree in which the divifion was 
varied, will appeat by comparing the impe- 
rial divifion in the Ayeen Akbary; and of 
Mahomed Shab, 17223 in 1573, t9 Cir 
cars, and 682 Purgunnahs, or lefler Mbals, 
or diftridts, rated nearly at 1 Crore 7 Lacks; 
in 1722, the fame Circar divifion was 
kept up in the Khal/a, to be tran{mitted to 
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Delbi, yet being thought too fmall or ex- 
penfive, they were compounded into 
13 ChucMabs, or more extenfive Fouge- 
dary Governments. While the lefler dif- 
tris were increafed to 1660, with an efta- 
blifhed rental of 1 Crore and near 40 Lacks 
of Rupees. This was the laft royal diftri- 
bution of territory in Bengal, and. is the 
groundwork of the Aufl Toomar Summa 
of the whole country, egregioufly miftaken 
for the original rent-roll eftablifhed by 
Toor] Mill, An abftraét, as arranged in 
Chuchlabs, is exibived in the plan for {ettle- 
ment *; if the particulars had been com- 
municated, it would have prevented Mr. 
Francis’s miftake +. 


* Original Minutes, page 167. 

+ He diew much argument in fayour of lis opi- 
nion on the affertion, that the comparifon of the 
Teamar Jumma of Tooril Mull, as fixed by Akbar in 
1573, with that of Sujah Kban in 1728, proved the 
latter feven Lacks lower than the former. Whereas 
it is demonftrated to have been 31 Lacks more: for 
the whole lands of Oriffa were annexed to Bengal, 
and are included in the yl Toomar Jumma of Ak~ 
bar; and the Tuck/feem of Sujah Khan includes 
only a fmall part of Oriffa, viz, the Chucklabs of 
Hifillie and Balafare. 
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Under the different periods of viceroyal 
management, to the final overthrow of the 
Moghul, it is demonftrated by Mr. Grant, 
that the colletions and private exa@lions 
werelevicd according to an uniform fy ftem, 
and not exceeding in amount the of the 
produces that Cafim Ally brought thefe culto- 
mary defalcations to the public credit, and 
his exactions did not exceed that proportion. 


But at the era of the acquifition of the 
Dewannee, in 1765, by the Company, the 
ancient forms of keeping the revenue ac- 
counts regularly in different Duflers, with 
a certain knowlege of the value of lands or 
capacity of farmers, were firft laid afide ; 
then the prefcript rule of raifing the public 
fupply by proportional affeffment, in addi- 
tion to the ancient rent-roll, was overturned; 
then a fallacious fyftem of finance and ma- 
nagement was fabricated to impofe on the 
inexperienced Sovereign, and aboveall, the 
delufive idea of fimplification by confolida- 
tion of the ancient Toomar Fumma, and 
various permanent boabs, in yearly Ze- 
mindary fettlements, founded on no fixed 
ftandard of certain exa€ion as-formerly, 
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introduced infinite confufion chiefly to 
cover a defalcation, which will appear to 
have exifted, by comparing the “Fum- 
mabundy of-M,. R, Khan, as Naib De- 
avan to the Company, (the abftrac of 
which ig entered on the journals of the 
Houfe of Commons, April, 1767,) with 
the abftract of Cofim Ali, fources of finance, 
annexed to Mr. Francis’s plan of fettlement, 
_ which is complete except in two articles’ 
Sair, in the Axfil, which is altogether 
omitted ; and Zow/eer, or increafe on Fa- 
geers, in great part omitted, 


The lofs of revenye, however, is not fo 
ferioufly felt as the lofs of a fixed flandard 
to limit the fupplies, which in a Govern- 
ment like Bengal, is doubly felt, and de- 
firuétive if not checked. ‘The fenfe of this 
want will explain the firft meafures purfued 
under the moft eulightened adminiftrations 
of our days to afcertain the principles of 
management and eftablifh a permanent 
ftandard of affeffment in 1769-3; which, 
if purfued as vigoroufly as it was begun, 
would have difclofed the chicanery of inte- 
refted natives. Such alfo, in 1773, was 
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the object of the Committee of Circuit, by 
its ineffe€tual and deftru&tive mode of let- 
ting lands by public fale to the highett bid- 
der, in violation of the conftitutional forms 
of the Zemindary agency. ‘To the fame 
mutt be attributed the Ameeny {cheme of 
1776, the leading feature of which was a 
permanent moderate quit rent; and Mr. 
- Grant adds, the hints now thrown out, if 
then known, would have faved all the 
expenfive experiments, and fruitlefs de- 
viations from the fimple path ‘to all the 
defiderata of financial knowledge; but he 
little imagined that another modification of 
the old{yftem, which gave up every invef- 
tigation, would fuperfede a plan’ which he 
had, with fo much labour, arrangéd, and 
begun in Bengal, when Sir John Shore re~ 
turned at the head of the revenue depart- 
ment, under Earl Cornwallis, with full 
powers, and otlier plans of finance, 
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CHAP IXY 


Mode of Settlement. . 


"THE mode of fettling the Yummabundy 
by annual agreements, is derived from the 
highest antiquity in all parts of Hindoftan, 
and arifes neceffarily from the local cir- 
cumftances of the’ country, joiued to the 
character of its inhabitants. The fre- 
quency of revolutions in government, va- 
riations in the ftate of population, from 
the too-often experienced calamities of 
war, peftilence, or famine, and perpetual 
changes in the produce of agriculture, oc- 
cafioned by inundations, drought, or any 
irregularity of the feafons, muft require 
inevitably a periodical valuation of the 
Jands : while the poverty of a people of the 
feweft poffible wants, where nature is moft 
profufe in yielding all the neceflaries of life ; 
their faCtitious fimplicity in diet, under 
the fevereft rules of a ftubborn faith, which 
fiill farther reduces the price of labour, and 
increafes, of courfe, the indigence of the 
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peafantry ; added to the policy of keeping 
the Zemindars, or intermediate agents of 
the ftate, poor, whofe fole ufe in fociety is 
confined to the exercife of their civil em- 
ployments,’ who are taught through the 
fuperftition or chicanery of their priefts to 
confider the concealment of wealth as the’ 
firft, of, religious duties, , whofe fortunes 
therefore could not be brought into circu- 
lation, unlefs in the execution of {chemes 
of ambition; either by direé&t treafon or cor- 
ruption, for the deftrudction of that govern- 
ment from which they derive their politi- 
tical exiftence;—~ while, we repeat, the 
univerfal irremediable poverty of fuch a 
people, partially and very moderately fa- 
voured by commercial benefits,’ paffiye in 
their natures, uninduftrious from circum 
ftances of fituation, or the charms of a 
paftoraklife, which eludes contribution for 
the fupport of civil fociety, renders a yearly 
fettlement of the revenue, unavoidable, 
and however inconvenient it may be in ex- 
tenfive dominions, ruled by a tew indivi- 
duals, highly expedient, as the fhorteft term 
that can be prefcribed. The only fource 
of Indian wealth in general, excepting 
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the confined, though daily increafing, trade 
with Europe, exclufively enjoyed , within 
the circle of the Britith pofleffions, -is ter- 
ritorial property; of which the value is 
low, in proportion as the natural fertility 
_ of foil, and genial influence of climate, are 
greater than in other countries: but local 
circumftances, originating in the religion, 
government, genius, and habits of the na- 
tives, depreciate fo far this fingle revolving 
fund of riches, that even indigenous ftates, 
deriving from it alone their means of fup~ 
port, have been forced to exclude interme- 
diate proprietory interefts, and, inftead of 
raifing the public fupplies by an European 
fyftem of taxation, have been neceffitated 
to claim the landlord’s proportion of: the 
. yearly harvefts, and enter into all the trou- 
blefome detail of immediate interior ma- 
cnagement on the variable foundations of a 
temporary fettlement of territorial rent. 
Foreign rulers poffeffing by the violent 
rights of conqueft a country under fuch 
circumftances, and whofe wants are not li- 
mited to the fimple exigencies of internal 
defence, but involved in the complex ope- 
rations of a diftant mighty Em#ire, the 
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very reverfe of Hindoftan in opulence, 
power, civilization, or particular interefts, 
may find themfelves compelled, as lords of 
the land, to exact alarger fhare of its. year- 
ly produce from the tenantry ; but it is 
impoflible they can relax in the eftablithed 
demands of their predeceffors, or fubftitute ~ 
any other adequate fource of revenue, with- 
out fuppofing an alteration in the ftate of 
affairs greatly beyond the perception of hu- 
man forefight. he ftock of exifting pro- 
duétive wealth, together with the public : 
fupplies derived from it, depending on,: 
and being thus limited to, the pecuniary 
returns of a fingle revolution of the harveft 
feafon, all operations in finance myft have 
the fame temporary bounds, fubjett to ge- 
neral- principles, reduced into a fyflem, df 
which, the fuperior excellence confifts 
in the efficacy of mutual checks on perfo- 
nal-agency, or the fimplification of forms, 
accounts, and interior management, Ha- 
ving already defcribed the fun@tions and 
relative powers of the different officers of 
Moghul government within the Circars, the 
next progreffive inquiry leads to a fhort re- 
cital of the eftablithed mode of proceeding, 
. ; 
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in fixing and realizing the Sfummabundly, 
ot annual affeffment of the lands, andthe 
forms of fettlement, after explaining the 
Fofillee or harvett year. 





CHAP X, 
Fufillee, or Harveft Year. 


Tue Fufillee is ovly a continuation of the 
Hegirab or lunar epoch, by folar cal- 
culation from the beginning of kdsar’s 
reign in. Hindoftan, or of fucceeding Moghul 
cdnquefts in the Decan. ‘The Fujillee, or 
harveft year, in the Sowbah of Hydrabad 
to the north of the Kina, and in the Cir. 
car of Guntour to the fouth, commences on 
the 2sth of September, and is of courfe 
folar, though founded on a lunar epoch 
through Muffulman bigatry or ignorance. 


From the time of Akbar it had been 
euftomary forcibly to introduce the Hegi- 


‘[ au ] 

rah wherever the Moghul arms could coms 
mand a tributary acknowledgment of fupe- 
riority, without reflecting, perhaps, on 
the almoft immediate deviation of ftyle 
which muft enfue, from the neceffity of 
computing time agreeable to the invariable 
periods of the feafons, Accordingly, when 
Shab Feban, in the year 1045 of the Maho- 
medan .era, enforced the reading of the 
Khotbab in his own name throughout the 
“dominions of Abdullah Kootuh Shah, that 
lunar period was then eftablithed ; but ha- 
ving been fince continued by folar calcula- 
tion, a difference of near five years has al- 
ready arifen between the two methods of 
reckoning in the Circars. 


Thus we may make the revenue compu- . 
tation reckoned from the beginning of 4h. 
bar’s réign, being the 962 of Mahomedan 
era, to correfpond with any fubfequent year 
of Bengal, or by the addition of an unit, 
with that introduced in the adjoining Sou. 
babs, on account of the late commence- 
ment of the Rudi feafon, and alfo of its 
near approach to the beginning of 963 of 
the Hlgirah, from which the Aumilee year 

P2 
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of the provinces is to be reckoned. In excep- 
tion to this general rule, in the diftriéts- of 
Chittagong, anciently dependant on the 
ftate of Arakan, though the conftrudtion 
and the monthly terms ufed there, anfwer 
in every refpeét to the formation of the 
Bengalith, yet the numerary of Chittagong 
is forty-five lefs, and therefore, if there 
be not an anachronifm in the calculation, 
muft be founded on fome other religious 
or civil epoch peculiar to the country, and’ 
not founded on any period of the Maho- 
medan calculation. 


In Bengal * there are peculiarities as to 
the period of renewing agreements. The 
Khereef ox grand harvett is rice, being the 
natiral produce of low lands, abundantly 
watered by tropical tains in the fummer 
folftice. The Fujfillee year comimences 
with this feafon, and has been adjufted .to 
the beginning of the cfvi year of the Hin- 
doos, on the firft of Byfack, anfwering to 


* The part of this chapter peculiarly applicable ta 
Bengal is extraGted from Mr. Grant's Analyfis of the 
Revenue of Bengal. 
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the rth of April; and two months are 
allowed to elapfe afterward for the conve- 
nience'of Zemindars and officers of Govern- 
ment to clofe their accounts, adjuft ba- 
lances, and conclude new engagements 
with the Dewan, the Sovereign’s reprefen- 
tative at the Pooneah. : 


In the neighbouring Soubabs of Oriffa 
and Babar, where the foil is high, and the 
climate lefs moift, therefore produtive of: 
drier grains, with exception of a few dif- 
tridts of Orifa now annexed to Bengal, 
the Pelaitee Aumille, or financial year, com- 
mences at the autumnal equinox, and with 
the feed time of the Ruddi or {pring har. 
veft, forms an equal divifion of the annual 
revolution of the Fufllee year. 
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CHAP. XI 


Forms of Settlement. 
1. Cowle #o the Zemindar. 


PREVIOUS to the fettlement generally 
at the fetting in of the rains in June, a 
Cow+/e, or affurance of being continued ano- 
ther year in the colle@ion of the public 
rents, is fent to the Zemindars, as head 
farmers, to fecure their influence in pro- 
moting ‘and quickening the ordinary pro- 
cef§ of cultivation. It {eems impoffible for 
Government to enter into a minuter detail 
of management than through the interme- 
diate agency of thefe native officers: the 
appointment of Zemindars with local rights 
and privileges, which eminently diftinguith 
them among the lower clafs of peafantry, 
and raife them near the level of landholders 
in other countries, fully anfwered the end 
of their original inftitution; they have 
been continued by fucceffive rulers, and 
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will be found to be the only good purpofe 
anfwered in adopting fo much of the Mo- 
ghul policy, notwithftanding the practice 
which hath been fubftituted of Jetting out 
to temporary farmers thofe lands denomi- 
nated Havillee, fuppofed to comprehend 
the whole. rightful territory appertaining. 
to the ftate. 


2. Preparatory Accounts. 


At feed-time, the Koolournies, or village 
accomptants, are, in the next place, di- 
rected to afcertain the quantity of ground 
in tillage, with either the real amount or 
eftimate of the grain fown; which Took- 
hem Rezi they do with a minute exactnefs, 
though rather in the view of preventing . 
any fallacious reprefentations for claims of 
remiffion on the plea of cafualties than to 
value the future harveft. This grand pre- 
paratory operation is performed in confé- 
quence of avother fpecial writ to the fame 
inferior officers, diftinguifhed in Telinga 
by the word Anchunna, which feems to 
be a corruption of two Perfian adverbs, 
fignifying * here” is “* fo much,” but in 
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proper Hindoftan it is better underftood by 
the Arabic term Koot, applied to ripened 
corn, when about the month of November 
fuch valuation is ordered to be made, of 


the two great crops in the ground, con- 
ftituting the Kherecf and Ruddy harvetts. 


3. Convention of Zemindars. 


At this important ciifis the Zemindars, 
when moft impatient to reap the fruits of 
their induftry or ambitious care, ate fum- 
moned to renew their agreements with the 
Government. It is a miftaken notion that 
the bufinefs of the feafon muft be impeded 
by the abfence of thefe people; the very 
reverfe is oftener the cafe: they are, for 
the moft part, all over Hindoftan, atid in 
the Cirears, with the exception of, one or 
two individuals, wholly incapable of tran- 
faiting affairs of fuch magnitude as of late 
years have been left to their management, 
and are therefore in a ftate of tutelage to 
fome crafty, defigning, inferior agents, 
who forward their own felfifh views, or 
maintain their confequence, by feeding the 
vanity of their ignorant employers with 
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ideas of princely grandeur, and too fre- 
quently with {chemes of independance, 
under the prefumed inability or negligence 
of any ruling adminiftration, added to the 
certainty of incurring no refponfibility 
while they hold no oftenfible office, and 
are perfonally unknown, Accordingly the 
Zemindaries of women and of minors have 
always been found the beft regulated inter- 
nally, and the moft profitable to the public, 
fimply becaufe the agency is united with 
refponfibility in the fame individuals ; who 
are fubje& to control in proportion to the 
inferiority of their pretenfions, and who, 
moreover, from the general depravity of 
manners in Hindoflan, may be emulous of 
recommending themfelves to the favour of 
Government, in the finifter view of being 
continued in the management, to the pre- 
judice of, or, in the end, perhaps, to the 
utter exclufion of, their former principals. 
Whether, then, a ‘fummabundy be conclu- 
ded, on the fpot, or elfewhere, by the re- 
moval of Zemindars to any indefinite dif- 
tance from their refpetive refidences, ex- 
clufive of the {mall perfonal expence which 
it is poffible for Hindoos to incur beyond 
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the hire of a pageant retinue, is a matter of 
very little confequence to the public inte- 
refts; and thofe of the Prince can only be 

_ affected more or lefs in proportion to the 
degree of intelligence, vigour, or probity, 
with which his delegates are now fuppofed to 
proceed, in thus bringing the revenue fet- 
tlement to a clofe. 


4. Settlement. 


All the fuperior officers of Government, 
and more efpecially the De/pandeabs, being 
affembled in the Dewanny Gutchery, the 
firft, moft important, indifpenfable account, 
called for by the Aumildar, or Prefident, 
is,, the Yumma Kaumil, or complete aflefi- 
ment of the Decan. The principles on 
which this original rent-roll, to give a more 
precife idea of it, was formed, have already 
been explained ; as in like manner have its 
intended ufes; which were, in the begin- 
ning, to regulate the two grand divifions 
of the country into Khalfa and “fageer lands, 
by afcertaining the grofs value of either, 
for immediate purpofes of finance or poli- 
tical arithmetic ; and ultimately, by gra- 
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dual, fyftematical progrefs in eftimating ac- 
curately. the full dues of the Exchequer, 
as propértioned to the whole amount of 
territorial produce, to form aw invariable 
frandard of revenue, which fhould be at 
once an effectual check on the moft corrupt 
intermediate agency, as well to prevent 
public defalcations, as any encroachment 
on the private rights of the Reywis. But 
fuch progrefiive i improvement was contrary 
to the genius of eaftern governments, and 
never could be effeéted under the rule of 
arbitrary diftant delegation. Neverthelefs, 
the ancient rental of the Kootub Shaby, in- 
corporated with the Yumma Kaumil, near 
a century fince, imperfect as it is, when 
compared to the prefent circumftances of 
the country, is yet abfolutely neceffary’ in 
the formation of a fettlement in the Crrears, 
particularly to the fouth of the Goadavere, 
as exhibiting the only authoritative account 
extant and in ufe, made from an actual 
furvey, of the local fubdivifions, number 
of villages, quantity of ground in, or ca- 
pable of, cultivation, together with the 
eftimated territorial produce in money, ac- 
cording to the eftablifhed rule.of Buttai. 
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To remedy the defetts of this antiquated 
rent-roll, the Def/bandeabs, or Zemindars, 
are next called on for the Hu/tabood Fumma, 
or ‘comparative account of the former and 
adual fources of revenue, fhewing the to- 
tal increafed valuation of the lands, whe- 
ther real by improvements orfititious by 
a redudtion in the price of {pecie ; the va- 
riations produced by cafualties in the ftate 
of the country; new appropriations, or 
extin@tion of Fageers, affecting more or lefs 
the Kbalfa portion of territory ; together 
with the amount of new impofts, fuch as 
‘the Mahratta Chout*, eftablithed in fome 


* The Mahratta Chout, or fourth, demanded by 
thefe people from countries to which they could extend 
their predatory empire, in imitation of the Redda of 
the Moghuls, was fometimes levied by Muffulman go- - 
vernments from their Fageer dats, to indemnify the 

public for real or pretended exaétions paid in grofs and 
at once to the Mahrattas in licu of fich a proportional 
tax on the revenue; as in the Soubah of Hydrabad, 
where the Nizam affeffes all his Fageerdars for the full 
Chout of their territorial income, though the Whole fum 
ftipulated to be paid to the Mahrattas annually on this 
account for the province entire, has been invariably 
fixed at one lack of rupees from the time af the firtt 


Nizam, 
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places Iefs frequently from the tyranny of 
rulers, than the fraudulent praétices of 
Zemindars, in withholding their fate col- 
le€tions ‘made in behalf of government. 
Had the profits arifing from fuch contin- 
gent ‘fources of fupply, in a long feries of . 
yearly agreements, been applied, as origi- 
nally intended, to accumulate, or really 
complete the ftanding rent-roll, which fell 
fo fhort of perfection under the delufive 
Perfian epithet of Kaumil, little now would 
remain to be learnt on the fubje& of Indian 
finance ; and the bufinefs of fettlement be- 
ing reduced almoft to a fimple form, might, 
“without any material prejudice, be tranfac- 
ted in Leadenhall Street, as well as at Ma- 
fulipatam, through the fuperior agency of 
Englifh colleGtors, under fuitable appoirit- 
ments and regulations, But here lay the 
grand defeét of Muffulman’ adminiftration, 
deeply rooted in the conftitution of un- 
checked violent defpotifm, and in the'de- 
praved natures of the native inhabitants of 
Hindoftan: and in confideration of a Nuz~ 
seranab, or prefent, greater ar fmaller ac- 
cording to the proportion of the intelli. 
gence or power of the umildar to the 
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value of the favour, the knowledge derived 
from the Huftabood thus generally pervert- 
ed to felfifh purpofes, remained -in fetto 
the future productive fource of his private 
benefit. , 


In compliance, however, to the cufto- 
mary forms, the Zemindar is ‘now ordered 
to produce the Dou! Bundobuyft, or an ac- 
count of his particular agreements with in- 
ferior farmers of the diftri@, attefted by 
the Canongoes.. ‘This fub-rent-roll fhould 
be the counterpart, or sather a verification 
of the Hal-backikut, or prefent ftate of re- 
venueas exhibited in the Hufabood, formed: 
from the actual fubordinate fettlements of 
‘the cutrent year, or collections of the laft, 
for the whole Zemindary, inclufive of 
Khalifa and alienated lands; and which, 
with the Koot, the Tookhem rezi, or ac- 
count of feed fown, the Hufabood and 
Summa Kaumil, might be fuppofed fuffi- 
cient to afcertain the grofs receipts, or Go- 
vernment’s fhare of the full produce of the 
country, were it not for the baleful influ. 
ence of Mahomedan adminiftration in cor- 
rupting the whole chain of intermediate 
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a gency the Kharidge Fumma, or excluded 
territorial appropriations of Fageer, Altum- 
gha, and charitable donations to Bramins, 
and the Khurcha Moffurfil, or charges of in- 
terior management, were {till wanting to 
form the Te/b-khees, or net Jummabundy of 
the Reywis actually to be paid into the 
public treafury; the Kharidge Summa 
would, fince the commencement of Britifh 
rule, be reduced to a very {mall compafs, 
if fuch enormous fraudulent fequeftrations 
as of late years have taken place, by the 
collufion of Zemindars and Defpandeahs, 
were, as in right they ought to be, refu- 
med; and the latter’ Kburcha Moffufil, in- 
cluding the Ruffooms and Saverums of the 
fuperior uative officers, with the petty al- 
lowances of the Chakeran, or inferior fer- 
vants, was, during proper management, 
little more than a fimple memorandum of 
about fourteen per cent, to be deduéted 
from the amount’of their a€tual collections; 
inftead of which the prodigious defalcations 
of modern times, particularly under the 
new, dangerous, and unwarrantable article 
of Sebundy, when allowed to the Zemindars, 
a dire& abridgement of the Prince’s moft 
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effential exclufive right to command and 
pay the whole armed force of the country, 
will be founed to make this account of 
charges the moft volumnious and impor- 
tant to be examined, as being literally and 
truly the finking fund of near one half of the 
ftipulated known dues of the public Exche- 
quer, perverted in its application, to the 
intended deftruétion of, inftead of relief 
to, that flate, within which it is annually 
formed. 


On a fhort review of thefe various mate- 
rials for forming an adequate Summabundy, 
and which, though more hidden or diffi- 
pated, mutt ftill exift, and may be found, 
as well"under an Englifh Government as 
that of a French or Moorifh, the work 
might be fuppofed quickly terminated with 

“no lefs. juftnefs than facility ; but whether 
from the innate chicanery of the people ; 
or that a-propenfity to evafion was the ne- 
ceflary confequence of undue exactions, 
under the tyranny of one adminiftration ; 
or received encouragement from the infuf. 
ficiency of public demands through the ig- 
norance of another; it generally happened 
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that the Zemindars, by various concealed 
arts,and {peciotis pretences, retarded the 
conclufion of the fettlementa whole month, 
by adopting the ufual cant of farmers, of 
being over-rated in their rents; and they 
never failed to urge an abatement, however 
low the affeflment might be propofed, if 
it fell fhort of the equitable medium 
due, which at once betrayed a want of 
knowledge in the agent of Government 
refpecting the value of the territory to 
pe let. ' 


3. Settlement with Reyuts through the Ze- 
mindar or Ameen, 


During this treaty, if the proper feafon 
for reaping the harvett was likely to ex- 
pire, then the Dumbalah Derou, or ultimate 
order to this effect, was iffued to the Rey’ 
ufs;.but if, during the time the crop might 
be permitted without damage to lye on the 
ground, the Zemindars could not be brought 
to an agreement, the only alternative 
left was, to fufpend their authority and 
depute Ameens or Tabfecldars, being the 
proper and more immediate officers of the 

? Q 


* 
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fate, to replace the Zemindar in the ‘minute 
interior management of the collections, 


This: occafionally neceflary fufpenfion 
might have imprefled on Britifh rulers the 
benefit and political expediency of train- 
ing up acertain number of Europeans in 
the knowledge of the'country languages, 
of the finances, and, above all, of the cha- 
racters of the people, to be acquired only 
by local experience or the exercife of pro- 
vincial employments, in whom the gene- 
ral fuperintendance and collectorfhip of an 


-extenfive diftri@ might fafely be con- 


fided. In former times, Mahomedans 
pofleffing all requifite qualifications were 
readily found among that race of men 
now barbaroufly ignorant, yet the fuperior 
univerfal depravity of their natures, when 
compared with the Hiindoos, together with 
a flavifh dependance on the delegated chief, 
rendered them always wholly unfit to aé& 
in the capacity of fupervifors for public dif- 
interefted purpofes; and in the Circars, du- 
ring the freer and more enlightened admi- 
niftration of the French, under Bufy, 
it appeared as if a national virtue in« 
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duced’ the gentlemen in power, even 
while expe€tants themfelves of the united 
fubordinate rule of all the Circars, at once 
to fele& ‘a fyftem which muft necef- 
farily leffen the authority and emoluments 
of any one man inclined to follow the ra- 
pacity of his predeceflors, by diffufing local 
knowledge, and‘ participating influence 
among intelligent honourable European 
agents, inftead of employing the more fer- 
vile, mercenary natives of the country, 
who are only faithfully fecret in the bufi- 
ne{s of corruption when favourable to their 
own. private interefts, yet a tranfitory do- 
minion of fix years did not admit of much 
experimental proof in the advantages of a 
multiplied European fuperintendan'ce. It 
very rarely happened at any time that Ze- 
mindars were deprived of the management 
of the current revenue of their diftriats 
when their offers did not fall greatly fhort 
of the afcertained valuation of annual pro- 
duce, and when they could give Jeeps, 
or the promiffory notes of Soucars, bankers, 
or other {ubftantia] monied men in advance, 
for about two thirds of the net ‘Fiwmmabundy 
at which they might be rated, and are now 
Q.4 
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fuppofed to acquiefce in, on or before the 
rit of January, being the utmoft time that 
can, according to cullen, or with fifety 
be admitted of, for the final adjuftment of 
fuch periodical fettlements, 


Teeps. 


Thefe Jeeps are the bett collateral fecu- 
rity which can be obtained by Government 
for the payment of the public rents when 
collected by native officers from the Reyuis : 
they may farther be confidered an anticipated 
fource of fupply, as wellas affordiig to the 
ftate a neceffary and political control over 
the monied and mercantile interefts, in cafe 
of interior. or foreign commotions ; indeed 
the natural influence which fuch pecuniary 
obligations give to the Seucars in direéting 
the conduct of Zemindars, joined to the 
dread of private loffes from the cafualties of 
civil war, have often been the means of 

referving inward tranquillity, when all 
other reftraints on a daring rebellious {pirit 
might have proved ineffeétual: exclufive 
of this political confideration, the accep- 
tance of Teeps is founded in neceflity, 
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‘The real or fictitious poverty of the Hin- 
doo peafantry is, and muft ever be, fuch, 
under the influence of their own peculiar 
rites and habits, that, in order to carry on 
the ‘common operations of hufbandry, in 
places where the culture is fimple and of 
the meaneft Kind, asin the Cirears, they 
find jt expedient at the different feafons to 
borrow money, at high intereft, in pro- 
portion to the rifque incurred by the lender, 
ands never under two per cent, per menfem, 
agresable to the inftitutions of Akbar, and 
by one known general rule over the whole 
Moghul empire, expreffed by the Arabic 
term Thckavee. The Zemindars, through 
whom this aid is ufually obtained, have 
Mill greater occafion, on their own account 
as merchants, rather than in their proper’ ca- 
pacity of principal farming land-holders, 
to make ufe of and extend a credit with 
their Hindoo Bankers, As agents for the 
ftate, they are put in pofleffion of the public 
fhare of the annual produce of the country, 
divided with the Reyu?s, at a very moderate 
pecuniary valuation; but, that ftubborn 
propenfity to parfmony, chicanery, and 
refractorine{s, which fo notorioufly charac- 
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terizes them, would make it extremely un- 
fafe to truft in their hands fo much pro- 
perty without fome previous fecurity 3 for 
the moft probable confequences to be ex- 
pected would be, a fecretion’ or collufive 
diffipation of the revenue, which nothing 
but perfonal fear, imprifonment, or torture, 
could bring into the treafury : at the fame 
time to touch a depofit of hidden wealth, 
though with the manifeft advantage of fa- 
ving an exorbitant intercft for money ,bor- 
rowed, they would deem facrilegious ; this 
hoard mutt be eternally increafing, andcan- 
not admit even of temporary diminution, 
in making profitable loans, nor in enjoy- 
ing iteas a full recompence of honeft 
atid meritorious conduct; it becomes, 
therefore, neceflary firft to mortgage the 
current crop of the feafon to fuch per- 
fons as have given the collateral fecurity of 
their Teeps to Government, and then to 
participate with them the benefit arifing 
from the fales, as an indemnification for the 
rifque of {takeing their credit, or the in- 
convenience of making the ftipulated ad- 
vances tothe ftate. It is chiefly this intri- 
eate though neceflary mercantile operation 
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which would render a minuter detail of 
management than by the permanent inter- 
mediate agency of Zemindars, if not im- 
poflible without lofs, at leaft ineligible to 
any ‘ruling adminiftration ; yet it mutt be 
confeffed that the power which it gives 
to thefe petty tyrants to opprefs the poor, 
eftablith monopolies, or withhold the re- 
quifite fupplies of grain from the provincial 
troops when on fervice, mofl frequently 
in the view of being better enabled to fur- 
nifh the enemy, is often productive of the 
greateft inconveniences; but as a local vi- 
gorous fuperintendance might, in a great 
meafure, correct this evil, it is only prin- 
cipally to be regretted that fome fhare of 
the enormous profits derived from the 
transfer, and fale of the annual territorial 
produce, by the Zemindars, in their mercan- 
tile capacities, cannot be brought into cir- 
culation, ot by any means be rendered be- 
neficial to the public, 


6. Kiftbundy Periods of Payment. 


Having thus brought the Jummabundy 
to aclofe, and fecured the payment of two 
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thirds of the amount by Kjfs, or monthly 
inftalments, let us follow the ufual. procefs 
of the year in realizing the remainder, of 
the ftated revenue to the final adjuftment 
of accounts. ‘The goth of April, corref- 
ponding nearly with the termination of the 
moft general civil year of the -Hindoos, 
and concluding the periodical feafon in 
which the returning difpatches for Europe 
may be made with convenience, has been 
with great propriety fixed qn for balancing 
the books of the Circars; but it is from 
the 31ft of Auguft to the end of the Fu- 
file, that the accounts are ultimately fet- 
tled with the farmers-general of the govern- 
ment lands. In the latter of thefe periods, 
the Pooneft, or fmall grain harveft, the- 
third and laft annual crop being reaped, 

enables the Reywts, to fulfil their engage- 
ments with the fuperior renters, who are 
therefore at this time debitéd with the re- 
maining portion of their Yummabundy, and 
required finally to liquidate their balances. 
On the 24th of September, the expiration 
of the revenue year, a general flatement 


called the: Summa-Waftl-Bauky, thewing 
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the atnount, receipts, and balances of, or on 
account of the current fettlement, is drawn 
out by the head accomptant from the Mof- 
Sufi, or fimilar detailed provincial docu- 
ments figned by the Zemindars, attefted 
and recorded by the Canongoe, which, after 
having gone through the critical examina- 
tion of many diffeeae auditors, is depofited 
in the Kbalfa Dufter, toferve as a bafis for 
the Fummabundy of the fucceeding year. 


Tt was ufual under the Moorifh adminif- 
tration at the final fettlement, for the 4u- 
mildar, ot colle&tor-general, as well in his 
own juftification as to remove every pof- 
fible pretence for future deficiencies, to 
produce a writing under the denomination 
of a Muchulea-né-darud, figned jointly by 
the Definooks and Defpondeabs, and pur- 
porting that they Aave not, in the way of 
bribery or otherwife, paid a fingle Daum 
to the agent of Government befides what 
is {pecified in the public account of re« 
ceipts. 
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y. Recovery of Balances. 


The arduous tafk of recovering fuch bas 
Jances as appeared to be due‘on the ulti- 
mate adjuftment of the year, required the 
utmoft attention ; for this:purpofe it might 
be neceflary to {crutinize the tr anfactions 
of the Zemindars, both with’ the inferior 
tenants in the participation, and with the 
ynerchants in the fale of the annual crops ; 
becaufe the debts which could be afcer- 
tained to be due from the two latter claffes 
of people to the former, together with the 
amount of Rufooms and Saverums, confti- 
tuted the fole fund of indemnification with+ 
in the reach of the fovereign Dewanny 
authority, to make good defalcations i in the 
revenue, proceeding from negligent: or cor- 
rupt intermediate agency ; feeing the un- 
certainty, if not impoflibility, of ever be- 
ing able to touch the fecret treafure of 4 
Hindoo, 


CHAP, XII. 


Iluftration of the Expediency of fuch Formss 


"To avoid the detail and Jeffen the other 
public inconveniences of fuch a fyftem of 
management as we have defcribed, thought 
principally defective in the latitude its perio- 
dical renewals give to peculation, or the in- 
fufficiency of a variableadminiftration, ithas 
been imagined, that to fix the yearly afleff- 
ment unalterably at a moderate quit rent, 
and to put the Zemindars of India on a foot- 
ing with the copy-holders of England, 
would be no lefs effe€tual in accomplifhing 
the defired immediate purpofes, than ulti, 
mately beneficial in a more extenfive view 
of general political confequences. This 
involves a queftion of the utmoft impor- 
tance to the Britifh Nation at large, and 
more particularly interefting to the Com- 
pany. A local knowledge of the country, 
of the people, practical experience, or theo- 
retical inftrudtion deduced from the tecor- 
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4 


ded wifdom of native ftatefmen, may de~ 
termine the judgement of thofe who partake 
of fuch partial lights, to pronounce, with 
truth and confidence, the danger, inexpe- 
diency, or abfurdity of innovations, in the 
financial policy of Hindoftan ; that to leffen 
or fix the exaQions from the actuat farming 
intermediate land-holders would foon be 
fruiulefs to themfelves, rather add’ to ithe 
burthen of the peafantry, and prove doubly 
injurious to a ruling foreign ftate, in redu- 
cing for ever the already too {canty fources 
of fupply, even when confidered in all their 
hitherto unrevealed plenitude, or as paving 
the way toa refraQory independance, that 
in proportion to the decreafe of public de- 
mands, fo would the reftive prefumption 
of énfranchifed flaves grow exceflive and be- 
come moft ungovernable, under the feudal 
acknowledgement of a Barley corn, which 
in freer countries beft enfures tranquil- 
lity ; but to imprefg conviction on the minds 
of thofe who, from fituation, are precluded 
the benefit of fuch contingent aids, to draw 
a right conclufion in what regards perfons 
and things differently circumftanced to 
what they appear to be in Europe, may 
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requiré the evidence of fome afcertaimabla 
facts, It is theicfore we heie addued the 
following, as applicable to the fubje& un» 
der confideration. 


Be. at 
Experience in the four MafulipatamProvinces. 


In the-Circars, immediately dependant 
on Mafulipatam, we fuppofe it generally 
known, that the Zemindars, fince, and 
not before, the eftablifhment of the Englith 
Government; have been confidered, no 
matter how etroneoufly, as hereditary pro- 
prietors of the lands included in their refs 
pective jurifdictions ; and that, agreeable to 
the miftaken idea. of poffefling feudal te. 
nures, they were fubjeét to military fervices, 
together with a certain tribute in proportion 
to the valued rents of their countries, We 
know notwhetheranyenquiries were ever fet 
on foot toafcertain thefe different pofitions, 
or that they have been admitted on any 
other ground, than fimple fuimife, the 
spferdixit of the farming land-holders them- 
felves, or at beft the information of the 
Company’s Ffindoo interpreter, who, in 
the capacity of Seri// fadar, enjoyed an an- 
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nual income of forty thoufand Pagedas 
from the Zemindars of Rajemandry, acquifced 
in about the 13th of February, 1767: but, 
fuch is the fact; the affeflment of thefe 
feveral diftvicts for feventeen years back’ 
has been rated extremely low: We fhall 
here venture to fay in anticipation of what 
we are farther to add on the fubjee, that, at 
leaft, one half of the rents colle&ted from 
the Reyuts on behalf of Government, has 
been remitted to its intermediate agents, 
under the head of expence, or on the idea of 
their being the rightful conftitutional pro- 
prietors of the foil.. Morcover, the portion 
demanded by the public, has been invaria~ 
bly limited to the fame amount, according 
to the seceived notion of a tribute; for, 

though an increafe of 12% per cent. is 
fuppoted to have been put, in the laft five 
years fettloment, on what is termed the 
Mamool or cuttomary Fummabundy: yet the 
total amount of that addition, together 
with the 10,000 pagodas per annum falary 
to the interpreter, and 5,724 to be paid 
‘into the treafury for his Mufary, did but 
barely counterbalance the afore-mentioned 
Serifhtadary appropriations, added to an 
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tinaccounted portion of Hufen k's Fas 
Beer, and which were then re-annexed to 
the Rajemundry Zemindaries, as equivalent 
only to the aggregate of the two laft fums 
fpecified. On the other hand, the ftated 
military fervices, however much wanted 
of late, have neither been required, nor 
commutetfor in money. The moft pro+ 
found tranquillity, an increafing commerce, 
the free fecure enjoyment of private property, 
have peculiarly diftinguifhed the Circars for 
a long feries of years paft, amidft furroun- 
ding diftraétions, anarchy or barbarity ; 
and fo far have thefe provinces been from 
experiencing the calamities of the neighs 
bouring war in the Carnatic, or being bur- 
thened with new confequent impofts, that 
they have rather, in the mean time, received 
a prodigious increafe of wealth, through 
the extraordinary profits derived from the 
exported produce of the country, at leaft 
twenty-five per cent. above the ufual price, 
Under a Government fo lenient, admitting 
of fuch uncommon privileges and individual 
advantage, it might naturally be fuppofed 
that the Zemindars, as being the fuperior 
clafs of Hindoo fubjetts, and moft benefited 
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by the powerful beneficent protection of 
the fovereign authority, would be found 
conftitutionally fubmiffive, grateful, and 
liberal, in proportion to their own’ profpe- 
rity, compared with the embarraflments, 
and exigencies of the public. * But the ex- 
peétation is politically unreafonable, and 
only betrays a total ignorance Of the na- 
tional charaéter. The very reverfe muft 
always be the cafe, and has been more ef- 
pecially manifefted in latter times, within 
the dependencies of Ma/ilipatam, as may be 
fufficiently proved by a reference to fuch 
recorded faéts at large as we fhall here only 
generally touch upon, 





CHAP, XI. 


Concife abfiraét of the Kheraje Jurama, and 
of fraudulent alienations in the Northern 
Circars, 


To afcertain the amount of fraudulent 
fequeftrations of land to Peons, &c., it 
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fhould be remembered that 41,000 armed 
men, of-every denomination, are fuppofed 
“to be maintained throughout all the pro- 
vinces, by the official land-holders, on pre- 
tence of enforcing the collection of the 
rents due.to Government, which is vir- 
tually, or in fact, debited for the expence 
of fuch Militia eftablifhment, under the 
head of Sebundy. Of this number, one half, 
of different tribes, Mahomedans or Hindoos, 
wholly undifciplined, and with no local or 
perfonal attachments, are paid altogether 
‘jn money; and a Peon for every village, for- 
ming what is called the Nackwarry éfta- 
blifhment, confifting chiefly of Muffylmen, 
in hereditary fucceffion, and indifpenfably 
neceflary for the colle&tions and peace of 
the country, paid a fubfiftence in kind, at 
harveft time, in equal proportions by Go- 
verniment and its Reywts, will make up the 
numerary of Mofufil troops, thus provided 
for, 27,000, It is only the remaining 
14,000, compofed of the military tribes of 
Rachewars, Row-wars, Velmas, and Kun- 
daits, {prung from, or adopted into, the 
families of the -Zemindars, and therefore 
perfonally attached to their chiefs, that 
R 
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have been clandeftinely favoured with ‘ter- 
ritorial grants for their ordinary and com 
ftant maintenance, befides extraordinary pay 
_ in thoney when on fervice; and thefe alie~ 
nations, at the moft moderate comptitatiofi 
of fifty Rupees annually for each.man, one 
with another, form an obje& of feven 
Lacks, which, without pretending to efti. 
mate fimilar defalcations in favour of Bra~ 
mins, &c., added to the Kharige Funma, 
make the whole income of landed property, 
exclufive of what is affefled for Govern- 
ment, amount to twenty-four Lacks, and 
inclufive of it, one Crore thirty Lacks of 
Rupees, with a ftaétion, being the fum 
total which we fhall henceforth affume as 
the Grofs Rental of the Mahi and Sdir, of 
all the northern Circars collectively. 


1. Obfervations and Calculations in Evidence 
of this Rental, 


Large as this revenue may at firft fight 
appear, either comparatively with the ac- 
tual public receipts, or with the fuppofed 
capacity of the farming land-holder, yet 
it will be found to fall thort of the eftima- 
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ted ‘yearly produce of the country, by the 
Joweft general calculations which can be 
formed of the extent and value even of all 
the arable ground, in or out of cultivation, 
fetting afide the greater portion of land 
appropriated to Pafure, of no financial 
account to the ftate, for the gratuitous 
benefit of the whole body of Peafantry. To 
difcufs this point with the withed-for pre- 
cifion, a topographical furvey of the Cir- 
tars, particularly thofe of Guntour, Raji- 
mundry, and the fouthern divifion of Cica~ 
- cole, would be neceflary, in order to afcer« 
tain their exact fuperficial contents. Ne- 
verthelefs, according to fuch imperfect 
materials as the public, or individuals on 
the fpot, have as yet been furnithed with, 
and information from amanufcript drawing 
executed under the French Government, 
Kill unpublifhed, except on the diminutive 
{cale.of D’Anville’s general map of Hine 
doflan, we have ventured to give an area 
of 17,000 fquare geographic miles to all 
the fix provinces united. But to be within 
the moft moderate bounds, let the dimen« 
fions be reduced to 15,000 of the fame 
meafure, or for the fake of eafier calcula- 
RA 
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lation in round numbers, to 20,000 fqhard 
Britith miles. In like manner, we have 
been under the neceffity of affuming the 
proportion of the ardble \and,.rather arbi- 
trarily, and to ourfelyes on very unfatis- 
fatory grounds, at one fifth of.the whole 
territorial extent, finding that neither the 
Moghul, French, nor Englifh admififtra- 
tions, the former from floth and ignorance, 
the fecond for want of leifure in the fhort 
period of a fix yeats rule, and the latter, no 
doubt, from difinclination, have not adop- 
ted the eafy conftitutional mode of afcer- 
taining this matter with the greater accu- 
racy, hy an inveftigation into the detailed 
anaual accounts of the Defpandeahs, or 
other revenue officers employed by Go- 
vernment, and which can be defficient only 
from relaxation or negligence in the exer- 
cife of a neceflary legal control. . 


2. The arable Land, proportioned to the Be- 
gah Duftery, and to the Begah Reyuty, 
and valued by the Rebba, or money fettles 

_ ment of k, asin Bengal. |, 
The cultivated lands, in the Cirears; 
being 4,000 fquare B, miles, on the princi« 
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ples of Zooril Mulls Fummabundy Nekdy, 
require adue attention to the relativecircumn- 
flances,’ and it is to be obferved that the 
Begah Duftery, or fquare official meafure, 
inftiruted by: that financier, and ferving as 
a bafis for its general pecuniary affeflinent 
of one fourth of the yearly produce of the 
foil, in thofe parts of the empire where a 
money fettlement could, with advantage, be 
made, confifted of 3,600 fquare ells, each 
at the loweft calculation of 384 inches, and 
at the higheft 41, being very little fhort of 
an Englifh acre, But in procefs of time, in 
confequence of the increafed influx of {pecie 
from the days of Akbar, throughout the 
commercial provinces, as well ag thofe 
round the capital, fo greatly benefited by 
a rapid circulation of the figns of wealth, 
and agreeable to the ever conftant effets of 
Juxury growing with riches, the natural 
and artificial produce of the country acqui- 
red a high proportionate value; the price 
of fabour was enhanced, and to re-eftablith 
an equilibrium in the .general fyftem of 
political economy over the whole empire, 
the Fougedar, Aumils, and Zemindars em- 
ployed in Mofufil collections, fometimes 
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blindly, and oftentimes intereftedly, were 
made the flate conduétors, for drawing a 
faperabundant currency into the exhaufted 
coffers of the exchequer. Thefe interme- 
diateagents, often unexpectedly, and always 
irregularly, felt themfelves ftruck by the 
hand of defpotifm ; but they difpenfed its 
influence, for felfith benefit, with more mo- 
deration, though no lefs arbitrarily, to the 
great mafs of the people. A fixed ftandard 
for eftimating the lands had been inftituted, 
and was found neceflary to be continued, 
to regulate the extent and value of territo- 
rial affignments, whether for civil or mis 
litary fervices. The tide of American 
treafure, which afterwards fo prodigioufly 
altered the relative worth of real and perfonal 
property in Hindoftan, flowed in through 
fo many different channels of commerce 
in the beginning, that its progrefs feemed 
flow, and was {carcely perceptible, when 
made vifible by its effeéts; an increafe of 
revenue was demanded, but inftead of re- 
curring to the original principles of finance 
eftablifhed by Toori! Mull, ignorant or cor- 
rupt Muffulman deputies preferred the 
mode.of arbitrary taxation, in addition to 
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the firft regular affeffment, which from 
being precarious and indefinite, afforded 
greater ‘fcope for minifterial peculation, 
and was more agreeable to the Reyuts and 
fuperior land-holders, in the hopes of fu- 
ture difcontinuance, or of purchafing par- 
tial remiffions of public income, by the 
private douceurs of bribery, An age elapfed 
before a’ weak, blind, unfyftematical Go- 
vernment, could avail itfelf of this change, 
thus gradually introduced in the value of 
things in general, to affert its territorial 
rights, by refuming all the recent Aboads, 
or impofts, the known defalcations of 
its proper Myffulman Aumils, or Fouge- 
darry officers, confolidated with the original 
rents, The reform, however, was ftill, 
but half compleated in the Soubabs of Delbi, 
Agra and Bengal; the two former fo eti- 
riched by the colleéted {poils of the empire, 
or the profufe expence of a Moghul court; 
the latter fo greatly benefited by enlarged 
commerce, In thefe Soubabs, therefore, 
over and above the ordinary taxes, to re- 
medy the growing difpropoition between 
the grofs produce and the royal proprietory 
thargs of the land, a reduétion of tea 
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thirds was made in the {quare extent of a 
Begab, which, by a very fimple operation 
nominally tripled the quantity of ground 
in caltivation s this ‘leffened meafure of 
1200 ells being equally valuable, or fub- 
ject to the fame financial demands as the 
larger one of the fame denomination, in- 
ftituted as a bafis for the original afleffment 
of Looril Mull. in 


In Bengal, the particular circumftances 
of which may be deemed beft fuited to be 
brought into comparifon with thofe of the 
northern Circars, the common Bega, now 
called Reyutty, in contradiftingtion to Duf- 
zery, aad made almoft the univerfal ftan- 
dard to eftimate the annual farm, or per- 
manent transfer of territorial property, con- 
tains no more than 1600 fquare yards, while 
the proportioned rent, including the 4/7 
Toomar, with all the additional taxes, fince 
eftablifhed, and already exibited, may be 
calculated at leaft from one to four Rupees, 
varying with fituation and foil, for grounds 
laid out in the culture of grain, and from 
five to thirty, for fuch as are appropriated 
to the dearer productions of fecond neceffity; 
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or, to obviate every poffibility of cavil, the 
medium yearly income of the whole may 
be ftated at two Rupees. According to 
which 4000 fquare miles, each of 1936 
Begabs, being the fuppofed arable land in 
all the Circars, fhould yield a grofs revenue 
to Government of 15,488,000 Rupees. 


3. Lhe arable Land of the Circars eftimated by 
Buttai, or divifion of Crops. 


Nor will the amount be lefs on acompu- 
tation, by the aétual eftablifhed rule of 
Buitai, of the produce of the three yearly 
harvefts in corn, equally divided between. 
the ftate and its Reyuis, allowing the fame 
quantity of ground fit for cultivation, as in 

‘the foregoing eftimate, one fourth fhould 
be deduéted for the portion always fufftred ° 
to remain fallow, and fubje& to no aktef 
ment, reckoning only 3000 fquare miles, or 
nearly one - feventh of the area affigned to 
the whole country, in conftant tillage, and 
liable to the operations of finance, This ter- 
ritory then being equivalent, in local mea- 
fure, to 194,464 Cartes, each of 32Guntab, 
compofed of 16 fquare Veeffam, every one of 
which confifting of from 44to sCovids, oron 
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a medium of 7% feet {quare, and producing 
at the loweft calculation per Catty, one 
year with another, 8 Candies, each of 
about 1400 1b. weight in grain, either rice 
or Yoary, which wfually fetches on the 
{pot 5 Pagodas or 20 Rupees per Candy, will, 
after deduction of ane moiety, as the legal 
and cuftomary thare of the peafantry, though 
fometimes curtailed through the iniquity 
of Zemindars, yield an annual income to 
Government of Rupees 15,557,120; while 
the amount of Sar, or variable impofts, in 
addition may be fuppofed amply ta com- 
pen fate for the extraordinary expence, rifque, 
and ynavoidable lofs in thus concluding 
with the farmers a revenue fettlement in 
kind paid by pecuniary eftimation. 


4. The Afelfinent of Windoo Peafantry, com- 
pared with Peafantry in other Countries. « 


We are not to imagine that the burden 
thus impofed on the great mafgof the people, 
more efpécially the ufefulclafs of hufband- 
men, leaves a fmaller proportion of the 

. fruits of their labour to fatisfy their own 
neceflary wants, or indeed is, in any 
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refpea, fo oppreflive to the peafantry as 
in’ other civilifed parts of the world. In 
the fréeft countries of Europe, Great Bri- 
rain, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the 
Pays d’Etats of France, we believe the 
fhare left to the peafantry of the growth of 
the foil from their own induftry, has never 
been reckoned more than from fwwo thirds 
to four'fifibs of the whole yearly produce. 
By the regulations of Tamerlane for all his 
Tartarian, Perfian, and Syrian dominions, 
from China to the Mediterranean fea, one 
third of the annual Crop, by common va~ 
luation, whether of the finer or coarfer 
articles of culture, was to be appropriated 
to fupport the eftablifhed military Govern- 
ment, and the remainder to fubfif} the 
Reyuts or defray the expence of cultiva- 
tion.’ By the conftitutions of Sultan Selim, 
for the general adminiftration of his new 
conqueft of Egypt, in 1516, the lands, or 
native Tenantry, were aflefled chiefly in 
money, and by meafurement, one dalf of 
the grofs annual produét of, it is true, an 
extraordinary luxuriant foil, either to main- 
tain the feudal republican eftablifhment, 
with a flanding army in fubordination to 
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the Turkith Bafhaw, or to be remitted in 
treafure to the Porte, and in corn to Mec- 
¢@, as an offering to the holy Muffulman 
fee, under the denomination of the Miri, 
or imperial tribute“, And in Siam, under a 
different denomination, the rule of Bustai, 
by equal divifion of the yearly crops between 
Government and the peafantry, is a fixed 
regulation eflablithed by ancient defpotig 
law or cuftom, 


* The feudal republican cftablifhment confifted 
of 24 foreign Beys, as many with Ka/befs, or lieu- 
tenants, for the 24 provinces of Egypt, each 
of thefe poffeffing in property and feudal fub- 
prdination, an indefinite number of Afamelukes, 
or Circaffian,Georgian, and Abyfinian, Chriftian flaves, 
educated in Mahometanifm, who formed the ftan-~ 
ding’ militia, and fucceeded always by adoption, 
ability, or fayouritifin to the landed property and 
offices of their mafters, until they attained the higheft 
dignity among tho Beys of Shekh ul Belad, or chicf 
of the country, The flanding army was compofed 
of tacoo jegular ‘troops, chiefly infantry, divided 
into feven Ojacks, or regiments, commanded by as 
many Aysabs, under the orders of the Ba/haw. The 
Miri, for lower Egypt, in money, was fettled at 
25 Mydins per Fedan of ground, and for Said, or 
upper Egypt, 360,000.drdebs of wheat, according ta 
the meafure of that time. * 
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Whereas in Hindoftan, agreeable to the 
Infticutions of the Emperor J4kéar, univer- 
fally adopted and invariably adhered to 
fince, whether we make the Yununabundy 
Nekdy, or Buttai, the bafis for calculation, 
it would feem as if a medium had becut 
ftruck of all the foregoing proportions efta~ 
bliffed-in other countries, to fix thofe of 
the Moghul dominions, by defpotic law and 
ufage, with wonderful moderation, at one 
fourth forthe Circar, or fovercign pros 
prietor, and three fourths for the Reyuts, 
or immediate cultivators of the land. 


Ifcircutmftances of climate and habit are 
taken into confideration, thencceffary wants 
of clothing, fuel and various dict, with all 
the conveniencies required by the inhabi- 
tants of the colder regions, yet fo fcantily 
fupplied even by exceflive toil, from fandy 
barrennefs in many places, united to the 
effeét of inclement feafons in others, com- 
pared with the expediency of Indian naked« 
nefs, under a-{corching fun, the fimplicity 
of ffilk and vegetable food, enjoined by the 
ftrongeft moral and religious precepts, the 
rank luxuriance of a foil yielding almoft 
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fpontaneoufly a triple yearly harveft, and 
above all, a perpetual verdant pafture, of 
fuch vaft extant and 1ichnefs as to fubfitt 
by its flocks gratuitoufly without any fifcal 
charge, half the great body of the péople ; 
then it muft be confefled that the propor- 
tional affeflinent {tated as forming an appa- 
rent mean, is in reality the very extreme of 
financial moderation, and that inftead of 
,three fourths, we may allow feven eighths 
to be the fhare of annual territorial produce 
enjoyed by the Hindoo peafantry, 


From verbal information on the {pot not 
vouched to be abfolutely correct, though 
perhaps fufficiently fo to convey a general 
jdea \of the matter of fa&, the town of 
Kaicolor, Perg: Bheterjhelly, Zemindary 
Chabur Mbal, on the fruitful borders of the 
Colair Lake, Circar of Kondapillee, contai- 
ned, in 1783, one hundred families, of 
which eighty farming Bramins, in all about 
eight hundred fouls, paying to government 
as its due, under the denomination of a 
moiety of the produét, two thoufand-Pa- 
godas yearly for 1000 Catties of the richeft 
arable ground in the Circars. OF this 
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fpdce, only. one fifth was in cultivation, 
and yielded 2000 Candies of grain, valued at 
10,000 Pagodas, from which, after deduc+ 
ting the flipulated rent to the ftate, and 
allowance of 14 per cent on the grofs re« 
ceipts to defray the cuftomary charge of 
Ruffooms, Saverums, &ci, to Zemindars 
and Yefér Officers, whofe authority for fome 
years paft hath been fufpended, 6600 Pat 
godas fhould remain to the hufbandmen, 
The ufual pay to the Pariahs, who are the 
common labourers, andemployed fix months 
in tillage, or teaping the harvefts, is two 
Seer of Paddy per day each man, and one 
twentieth of the grain produced, diftributed 
amongft them all, at the clofe of the feafon; 
beirig about 4 Rupees per month {ov half 
the year for each perfon, at the ufual eal- 
culation of 3 for every Catty of ground; and 
which, together with the price of half a 
Candy of feed grain required for the fame 
f{quare meafure, make the total expence of 
the cultivated lands 4160, leaving a clear 
profit to the farmers of 2500 pagodas, as the 
maiiitenance of oxen for the plough is 
otherwife gratuitoufly provided for by the 
indulgent Sovereign. Now, befides the re. 
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volving harveft income of thefe villagers, 
they, derived a gain of about. 1200 pagodas 
more, the yearly produce in Ghee, and nu- 
merary increafe of 600 milfh cows, paf- 
tured on the remainder of the Jand in 
tenancy, {ubjeét to no affeffinent, while it 
was notorious that the Brahntin families, 
forming three fourths of the whole popula- 
tion of the place, and there, as well as 
over the reft of Hindoftan, generally 
fpeaking, the moft voluptuous and extra~ 
vagant in their dict, draw half their fub- 
fiftence from butter milk, or the very 
{queezings of the dairy, after having cons 
yerted, without the help of alchymy, the 
more fubftantial laitage into flill more fub- 
ftantial gold. 


It may be urged that it is not the 
great mafs of the people, zea millions fotir 
hundred ninety-nine thoufand nine hundred 
and thirty, out of two millions and a half, 
the fuppofed total enumeration of fouls 
exifting in the Circars, that-are objects of 
confideration, as likely to be oppreffea or 
deprived of their rights in realizing to the 
public treafury the territorial rental levied 
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from the Reyuts, in the name and behalf 
of -Government, and ftated as its due, 
but it ds a clafs of feventy Zemindars, 
who, being called /andbolders, muft there- 
fore be fo in fat, agreeable to European, 
ideas of feudal tenures; or elfe, being 
ignorantly ftiled Rajah, or Hindoo Princes *, 
mutt be allowed an original hereditary 
righty not’ only to the proprietory occu- 
pancy of the land, but alfo to exercife 
tyrannical uncontroled authority over the 
“perfons and property of the bulk of the 
inhabitants, who virtually, or in contem- 
plation of law, are fubje& to the fove- 
reignty, difmembered from the Moghul 
empire. The very propofition is fo pal- 
pably abfurd and erroneous in its pringjple, 
that-it feems impoffible to exprefs it if day 
terms of Janguage which do not at the 
fame time convey 4 felf-evident refutation, 
and expofe the fallacy both of premifes and 
conclufion : yet, in delicacy to the public 
opinions, and as the legiflators of India in 
Great Britain feem rather inclined to adopt 


* A&ual proprietors-of the foil. Vide order for the 
Bahar fettlement, 
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the popular belief, though in their wifdom 
they have not thought proper to alter onc 
of the moft ancient fundamental maxims 
of policy in the Eaft, by creating great in- 
termediate proprietors of land. on the foot- 
ing of freeholders, copyholders, or feuda~ 
tories of Europe, otherwife than by tem- 
porary Fageers to the officers or penfioners 
* of Government, fo we fhall ftill only for- 
mally /uppofe the exiftance of fuch a de 
fcription of men under the appellation of 
Zemindars, for the fake of a dire& pofitive 
denial of the faé, and of the truth of the 
inference deduced from it, implying an 
uuwarrantable oppreffive infringement of 
individual’ privileges*. This fubje@ has 
already’ becn irregularly difcuffed in diffe. 
rent preceding parts of the analyfis, and 
it, feems only neceffary here to bring all 
the arguments ufed by‘ reference into one 
conneéted point of view. 


It hath been afferted, and we prefume 


* The operation of Sir John Shore’s and Mr. Law’s 
Maocurrery plan, if fan&ioned by Parliament; will 
eftablifh over Britifh India this hypothetical fa {tem of 
injuftice and oppreffion. 
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to think on grounds admitting of political 
démonftration, that no tribe of Hindoa 
Jand-hdlders, jointly or feverally within 
the Circars, or the whole of them collec« 
tively, under whatever denomination, ex- 
cepting the ancient Rajahs of the country, 
which have been particularized as defcen- 
dants of the royal family of Oriffa or Ga- 
geputty, have, in right, form, or fac, the 
fmalleft pretenfions to any territorial pro- 
perty beyond the extent of their {pecified 
official domains, called Saverum, making 
fearcely one twentieth part of the local 
civil jurifdiion committed to their ma- 
nagement by the fovereign proprietory 
government. 


ft. The private right of an éxten~ 
five landholding could only be acquired by 
conqueft, royal grant, hereditary or pre-~ 
feriptive tenure, of free or feudal poffet 
fion; and it is notorious that every Ze~ 
mindary title is the moft limited and pre- 
carious in its nature, depending on the ar 
bitrary will of the loweft provincial dele- 
gates; equivalent to a fimple leafe in te- 
naticy, fubjeét to annual renewals; and 

$2 
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within the period of Britith rule can be tra~ 
ced to the fame bafe and recent origin, which 
generally diftinguifhes the fpurious claim 
of farmers-occupant themfelves to family 
preeminence from birth, orto the enjoyment 
of a large territorial income: in prejudice 
of the Prince’s neceflary undifputed regal 
dues, 


and, The form of fuch Sunnuds or De- 
wanny patents as conftitute the Defimooks 
or Zemindars official colleétors of the re- 
venue, with inferior civil powers, at the 
fame time that it afcertains the extent of 
their petty freehold eftates, (free of all 
taxes) appropriated for family fubfiftence 
within each local jurifdidtion, determines 
fpecifically or comparatively, if we may 
be allowed to make ufe of an European 
term, the unqualified villenage*, to the 
fovereign or his feudal reprefentative 3 of 
the greater portion of land in occupancy, 


* Mr, Grant applies this analogy exclufively to the 
Zemindar's relation to the fovercign ; but it may apply 
inclufively to all Britith India, if the Mocurrery plan 
is fan&tioned by Parliament ; for all the Reyuts of In- 
dia, to whom the fixt proportion of one fourth of the 
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as well as the flavith dependance of the 
Hifdoo landholder, for the whole of his 
uncertain tenure on the lordly Moffulman 
Stageerdar or Aumil. That the pofleffors 
of fuch inferior grants fhould be reluctant 
now in producing their refpeive deeds, 
under the prevalence of a delufive idea 
which magnifies their relative importance, 
is perfectly natural; but that the rights 
and privileges of fubje@ts, as derived from 
government, fhould fo frequently be agi- 
tated, and to this day acknowledged to be 
matters wholly undefined, or of the greateft 
doubt; and that yet the only fure, eafy, 
and fimple mode of difcovering the truth, 
by acritical examination of Sunnuds, fhould 
be neglected, appears altogether extraor- 
dinary and unaccountable. 


3rd. In point of faé the moft conclufive 
evidence offers itfelf of the fovereign claim 
to the landlord’s fhare of yearly territorial 


produce was the quit rent for their Heritable Pottab, 
are rendered, by the new plan, Villains regardant, and are 
totally disfranchifed. Vide Rifing Refources of Bengal, 
page 84, queftion and anfwers by Sir J. Shore and 
Mr. Law. 
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produce, and that the whole body of Ze. 
mindars were from the beginning, and are 
flill to be, confidered fimply as intermediate 
agents for the flate, to realize the ftipu- 
lated rent of the peafantry. This doctrine 
forms incontrovertibly the ground-work 
of the pat and a@ual fyftem of finance 
throughout all the diffevered members of 
the Moghul empire; it is practicably enfor- 
ced every where by the Prince, acknow- 
ledged or acquiefced in by the Hindoo land. 
holders themfelues, and notorioufly refpedied by 
the Reyuis wniverfally, as the foundation of 
their MagnaCharta, from its afcertaining the 
proportion of the produce of the foil raifed 
by their labour, which is invariably to be 
paid .for the public fervice. Accordingly 
it ‘may be clearly traced in the letter and 
{pivit of the original inftruments conferring 
inveftiture, deferibing the nature, local ex- 
tent, and the powers of Zemindary offices ; 
as well as in the annual Cow/e, beftowing 
the temporary management of the revenue 
on the fame general permanent agents; it 
is manifetted in the ever-cuftomary aéts of 
government, at pleafure or for mal-admi-’ 
niftration, of fufpending their authority as 
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collectors, and depriving them altogether 
of territorial jurifdi&tion, with its affigned 
advantages, but in moft cafes with the 
allowance of Saverum or fubfiftence in land, 
then transferring their employments, offi- 
cial rights and privileges to others, in per* 
petuity or for a time, 
a 


Ath, It is finally demonftrated by the te- 
nor of the Muchulca, or written obligation - 
of the Zemindars, to difcharge faithfully 
the trufts repofed in them, otherwife im- 
plicitly acquiefcing in the juftice of fut 
penfion, or entire cxoneration, and never 
requiring, at any time, in the nature of ter. 
ritorial property, beyond the extent of their 
Saverum, but always bound to accountawith 
the treafury for the laft Daum colleQted 
throughout the remainder of their local 
jurifdicions conftrudtively or pofitively by 
royal authority; and though they fhould 
defraud, .by general abftra& or falfe ftate- 
ments of receipts and difburfements, they 
never can nor ought to fupericde the fove~ 
reign’s right to enter into detail, to refume 
defalcations,* and curtail unneceflary Se. 
bundy ox exorbitant Mofixfil expences of the 
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Circar or flate, and this is the only extent 
to which public inveftigation fhould now 
go, and economical reform tend, in order 
to reduce the emoluments of intermediate 
agents to the primitive, legal, and equitable 
Randard of Rufooms and Saverum, virtually 
as well as in form. 


Having fhewn that this decreafed dllow- 
ance, in itfelf and in equity, cannot be called 
an infringment on the natural rights of In- 
dian landholders, how far it may be fuf- 
ficient and adequate in policy to their 
fituation in the country, can only be truly 
afcertained by eftimating their charadter, 
wants, and relative circumftances, In ad- 
ditiay to what has been already obferved on 
this topic, it is inconteftible that the moft 
voluptuous Hindoo in the country, of 
whateverdenomination, (without a flagrant 
deviation from every good principle, nio- 
ral and religious, he profefles, and the ob- 
fervance of which conftitute him a va- 
luable fubje&@ of inoffenfive manners and 
virtuous fimplicity,) cannet in his own 
perfon, houfe, equipage, drefs, and pro- 
per family fubfiftence, exceed in his ex~ 
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pences, on the feale of the higheft rank, 
frdm 100 to 1000 rupees monthly ; while 
a Zemindar’s legal allotment of about ten 
per cent out of the public revenue, to. 
gether with certain other pecuniary and 
contingent advantages, not only amply pro= 
vide for all fuch neceffary charges, but are 
confidetably more than fufficient to defray 
all thofé of ufelefs luxury, pernicious ex- 
travagance, and alfo the empty pageantry . 
of retinue and outward fhow, ever indul- 
ged in, and affected by the richeft or moft 
debauched landholders, before they are 
tainted with a fpirit of extraordinary re- 
fratorinefs, or of ambition, fo common 
amongft this order of men in India, to raife 
felf-defpotic independance on the ruins of 
eftablifhed conftitutional authority, “From 
thefe,. and a variety of moral and phyfical 
caufes, in their effect not peculiar to Hin- 
doftan, any excefs of wealth enjoyed for a 
while by thefe people, muft ultimately and 
inevitably be diverted into one or all of 
the three following channels, equally per- 
nicious to the: flate. 


tft. Secret hoard of treafure, {et apart 
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for the purpofes of chicanery or fuperfti- 
tion, withdrawn from the public flock of 
cusrency, never to return again into circu- 
lation, unlefs by violence or chance. 


2. A profufe expence to purchafe popularity, 
in retaining a number of licentious Brah- 
mins, vagrant Fakeers, and ufelefs’ depen~ 
dants; or a vifible or concealed train of 
foldiers, for the certain unequivocal pur- 
pofe of fubverting that government which 
hath thus raifed and nurtured the native 
ferpent of rebellion in its bofom. 


3+ Or laftly, a dangerous fuperfluity which, 
if neglected, through ignorance or defign, 
to be drawn by audience taxation into the 
public. coffers of the ftate, will moft af- 
furedly become a prev to minifterial agency, 
either in the way of private exaction, or 
in purchafing remiflions, privileges, atid 
power, direétly or indire&ly by corrupt in- 
fluence, not otherwife to be guarded againit 
even in the golden age of the moft virtuous 
focieties, than by leflening or-removing the 
evil of temptation. 
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CHAP. XII 


A concife Abfiratt of the Revenues, and frau- 
dulent Alienations, in Bengal, at theyMo- 
ment of the Acquifition of the Dewannee 
in 1765 *. 


Macoozarr Tehfel Kool, ot net 
colleGtions levied from Zemindars, Sc, 
farmers of royal rents, by immediate of- 
ficers of Government or mercantile favou- 
rites, in Bengal, on the acquifition of De- 
wanny in 1765, including the manufactured 
produce of falt lands, eflimated at'a medi- 
um of the yearly fales; the whole to ferve 
asa regular ftandard of comparifon to rate 
the clear annual receipts of the public Ex- 
chequer, pafled under the fame heads of 
account, at fpecified various periods, from 
that time forward to rith April 1784. 


* Extrated from Mr. Grant's Analyfis of the Re- 
venues of Bengal, fecond period, entitled Aboad Soun 
badary. 
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1, Ceded lands, Malgooxzary, of the three 
difttiats, Burdwan, Calcutta, Chittagong, 
clear of all charges, as improved from’ 
1760, when acquired, to 176s, under the 


Company ~ - -. 


2,, Dewanny, comprehend- 
ing the remaining territory of 
the Soubab, under 26 heads of 
Mahl and one of Sair, as rated 
from 1763 to 1765, or fub- 
fequently realized by Govern- 
ment - 7 ae 

3. Salt lands of Noondcep, 
feparated from two former di- 
vifions of territory, in the 
proportion of one third ceded, 
and two thirds Dewanny, ace 
coiding to the produce of the 
whole, from the annual fale, 
28 lacks maunds of {alt,brought 


to credit of Government un- , 


der the fingle head Baky, Kef- 
yet, Feroofh, Nemuck, after 
1780 - - - 


Yootal net real and eftima- 
ted Malgoozary affeflment of 


58556515 


454.2,86097 


16,60,000 


 aeumamnonieneeene! 
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the whole Soubab, as levied 

by the immediate officers of 

Government at the moment 

of the acquifition of the Dee ——~--———~ 

wanyin 176s - = = 3,1802612 
This fum is exclufive of 

the following countries, . and 

rental ,ecently incorporated 

in the general ftatements of 

Bengal, now fingly under con- 

fideration. : 
1. Midnapore ceded diftri& 

of Oriffa, rated 1765 - ~ 19 lacks 
2. Bagbelpoor, containing 

the province Mongeer 8270 

{quare miles, difmembered 

from Babar fince 1773, and 

annexed with large unprofi- 

table countries of Ramgur 

and Palamow, fingle territo- 

ry, &c, atarental = - ~ § lacks 
3» Soubah Babar, remain- 

ing feven Circars, exclufive 

of Fageers, five lacks and 

charges - - 
4. Sair duties of Panchout- 

rab and Budrucka collected in 


62% lacks 
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Patna fince 1773, introduced 
among receipts of the Board 
Caleéutta - - - 2% lacks 

Total Malgoozary of Soubab 
Babar  - + - =" 70 lacks 
Making, with Beugal, a territory yielding 
4 crores 2 lacks ficca rupees, if the com» 
parifon was drawn for all the three pro« 
vinces as ufually exhibited in the Bundabuft. 


Having thus ftated the net unappro~ 
priated revenue of Bengal to have been 3 
crores 18 lacks, the next progreflive ftep 
is to-afcertain what hath been alienated in 
prejudice to the fovereign sight, on pres 
tence of-defraying expence of collection and 
fupporting the dignity and the authority of 
internal government, claffed under the 
head of appropriated territorial refourcess 
though they are the charges denominated 
Mofufil Zemindary, ox ordinary eftablith- 
ment of interior management, diftina 
from the civil and military difburfements in~ 
troduced, and folely incident to the Britifh 
Government General, termed more cor- 
rely, Sudder on extraordinary. 
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On the Mofufil Zemindary. 


Itis inconteftible that a fufficient fum 
was made Kharije, or fet apart from the 
Khalfa and Fageer portions, for the pur- 
pofe of. defraying the financial charges. 
We fhall diftinguith each of thefe charges, 


1. Tehfil Siringamy, ov colleCtions on ac- 
count of charges: thefe proceeded entirely 
from the Khalfa portion of the ‘country, 
and colleGted by Aboabs, or as an addition 
to the Aufl Summa in 1783-4; the clear 
Malgooxzary Fummabundy fertled in behalf 
of Government continuing almoft precitely 
at the fame reduced original ftandafd of one 
crore 92 lacks, left for the Te/bel Seringamy, 
(after, accumulation of Dewanny vourts © 
and Sebundy, 8c.) 64 lacks of rupees. * 


N. B. In this calculation the charges of 
manufacturing falt and colle&ion of the 
cuftoms, forming together 244 lacks, and 
always deduQed from the grofs receipts of 
both in the abftraét annual rent-rollg, is fet 
againft the falaries and allowances of about 
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r4o gentlemen, {ervants of the Company, 
employed in all the branches of the reye- 
nue department, and whofe eftablifhment 
being extraneous to the Moghul fyftem, 
fhould form no article in a fair comparative 
view of the finances of Bengal grior to the 
Dewaany, wnlefs one feventh of theamount, 
or 34 lacks, fhall be ftated, being the inade- 
quate allowance of 44 of thefe gentlemen 
in fifteen colletorfhips, who have not a 
fhadow of that power heretofore annexed 
to a greater number : Fougedary and Zelah- 
darry Mufulman refidencies diftributed in 
like manner fortherly through the country, 
with fuller effe& in executing the duties 
of their ftation *, 


Collectors at prefent, by the new fyftem, have 
extended, but inconfiftent, duties; as collector he has ju- 
rifdition in A@abl cavfes 5 he has civil jurifdiction in 
all caufes of property, under the name of judge of the 
Dewamny adaulet; he has criminal juyifdi@ion in petty 
offences, and, 1 fuppole, he is to be jultice of the 
peace; all thefe are extra duties of the collectors of the 
revenue: they are calculated for the purpofes of rc- 
venue more than for the purpofes of fubftantial juftice. 
In Mabl or revenue caufes the Board of Revenue is the 
court of appeals: other checks are lefs obvious, 
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Thefe 64 lacks muft have excited in far 
plus of the Bundobuft Tefokkees of Cofim 
Ali, and of the diminithed Fummabundy of 
the following year; for not an individual 
is employed, nor an article of incidental 
expence now incurred, excepting the mo- 
derate falaries to indifpenfable Britith agents, 
that wag not chargeable to government in 
the moft economical periods of Moghul fo- 
vereignty, and therefore though the unap- 
propriated and appropriated public {upplies 
of the prefent time fall fhort infinitely of 
their moft ancient ftandard, the defalcation 
is to be entirely placed to account of the 
unappropriated refources, involved in the 
firft reduced fettlement, at the acquifition 
of the Dewanny. 


This has been authenticated in vther 
parts of this analyfis; and alfo in Mr. Fran- 
cis: plan of fettlement, page go: the Reyurs* 
account of rent in the Zemindary regifter, 
there adduced as a proof of the burthen 
impofed on the country, may sere apply 
to thew the exadions of Zemindars op- 
preflive to peafantry, to be alfo unjuft to 
the fovereign, 

v 
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“Other examples occur in the ceded dif- 
tds, Burdwan, Cal utta, Chittagong. — 


2. Kharije Summa, ox rental of lands 
alienated prior to the laft correéted Aufil 
Toomary of Fafier Khan, as ati ample main- 
tenance of inferior native officers employed 
in colletions, and for the charitable fup- 
port of Brahmins, with the religious efta- 
blifhment of Hindoos, which have been fo 
fraudulently abufed by the neglect of Go- 
vernment, that if not refumed, and abfo- 
lutely Hmited, mutt, in the end, abfoib 
the moft produdlive territorial funds of the’ 
flate. 


Lands thus alienated are diftinguifhed in- 
to Chakeran and Bauzee Zemeen. 


“1. Chahkeran. "Territorial affignment for 
fubordinate fervants of all denominations 
and ranks in ‘the Soubah, viz. Nancar and 
Khanchbarry, to the whole or the greater 
part of Zemindaren, Canonguan, Mokudde- 
man, Putwarean, Pickan, Molimgcan, 
Rakberan, forming together 150,000 indi- 
viduals, Muffulmen and Hindoos, em- 
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ployed in the department of the finance. 
In all parts of Hindoftan thefe feveral 
claffes, excepting Zemindars and Molun- 
gus, which are peculiar to Bengal and 
Orifa, were paid generally by a Ruf 
foom comrniffion, or per-centage, on the 
amount of their colleQions, either in mo-~ 
_ney or kind, or they received a Mo/haireb 
or monthly allowance, in the nature of wa- 
ges, for fervices performed ; but in Bengal 
ample provifion has been made in free land, 
entirely feparated from, and flruck out of, 
the original rent roll, ‘probably from the 
time of the Afgean Kings, whofe regula- 
tions in this refpe€t were adopted by the 
Moghul government. 


The: Aumeens in 1777, in the parts to. 
which they were deputed, ({carcetwo thitds 
of the area of the Soubah, inclufive of Burd- 
wan;) afcertained to} lacks Begas to be 
appropriated, rent free, to the Chakeran, 
exclufive of Nancar, Zemindaren, aud Put- 
warean, not afcertained ; but thefe alone, at 
only 1§ rupee per Bega, amount to 15} 
lacks, ' 
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z. The Bawzee Zemeen, or certain lands 
fet apart for various ufes, comprehends the 
greater portion of fraudulent aliehations, 


The Muffulmen, fo far from tolerating, 
taxed idolatry; and even in Akbar’s mild 
government charity lands were a {ecret in- 
duigence ; ; but whatever were the periods, . 
or extent of thefe alienations,. according 
to the conftitution of India, they are null 
and void, and refumable; the amount 
in the above-mentioned limited furvey of 
Aumeens in 1777, amounted to 45% lacks of 
Begas, valued at 67% lacks, 


‘The aggregate of the Chakeran and Baw= 
wee Zemeen of the’Kharije Jumma appears 
55% lacks, and fhould yield a net rental ru- 
_pees 838 lacks, 


But 30,148 {qQuare miles were not ins 
cluded in the Aumeen invefligation, they 
on the fame proportion would contain 18 
lacks of Begas, value rupees 273 lacks, 


Alfo the Nancar to Zemindars was omitted, 
which alfo, calculated at 7% per cent. on, 
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the Aufl Fumma Toomary, will make 7 
lacks of Bega rupees, 10$ lacks, 


Therefore, fuppofing the total of the 
Kharije Summa to be 814 lacks of Begas, 
it yields 1213 lacks of rupees. This may 
be verified by another calculation, by pro-« 
portionihg the better-known alienations of 
the c&éded territory to thofe of the whole 
Soubab. 


The diftri&s of Burdwan, Calcutta, 
Chittagong, forming a ninth of Bengal, 
after various ferutinies, being found to con- 
tain in Chakeran and Bowxee Zemeen Begas 

1,176898, the proportionate refult for the 
entire country would be at leaft one crore 
of Begas, producing yearly 14 crore ficea 


rupees. 


In like manner the amount of the two 
general heads, Teh/il Seringamy and Kharije 
Junma, being rents or lands fraudulently 
alienated, fhew the appropriated refources 
to be 1 crore 85 lacks rupees, which added 
to the net Malgooxary revenue, ftated before 
on the acquifition of the Dewanny, makes 
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the total Kham Wofool, or grofs receipt, an- 
nually raifed on the people, to be 5 crores 
3 lacks ficca rupees ; and when the grofs 
rental of Babar, with the Chucklab of Mid- 
napore in Oriffa, are added to the account, 
the fum will not fall fhort of 6 crores 30 
lacks. 





CHAP. XIV. 
Deduétion from accurate Inveftigation. 


Wer may now exhibit a {ketch of what 
might, with probability of general benefit, 
be incurred on account of Mofufil.Zemin« 
dary charges of collection of every denomi- 
' nation, of police for the prefeivation of ‘the 
public peace, by an adequate militia, and 
of the moft ample Brabminical eftablith- 
ment, whether avowed or fecret, for the 
purpofes of the religion of the natives, 
Suppofe the Sovbah compofed of 400 Kab: 
teman or Zemindary jurifdiGtions, inclufive 
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of 1,600 Purguanabs, having each a Canons 
goe, and with an equal numberof Putwarees, 
25,000 villages, containing each 60 houfes, 
of rather lefs than feven perfons, to make 
the affumed population of ten millions of 
fouls {cattered through its territories, in all 
its dimenfions of g1,ooo fquare Britifh 
miles, of which 72,000 produétive; then 
the tlireé orders of fuperior native officers, 
neceflary, as above ftated, for the internal 
management of the finances, would be en- 
titled to 144 per cent, on the grofs receipts ; 
—28,000 Berkanddzes and Subundy troops 
chiefly in the frontier diftri@s, with a fub- 
fiftance to each of 12 Begas in free land, 
affigned over at the moderate value of one 
rupee per Bega ;— 50,000 pikes, forming 
arelicf of ftationary village Peoms, eyety 
where ‘indifpenfably neceffary, and main- 
tained on an allotment of 10 Begas of 
ground to each individual—4s5,000 Mo~ 
Jungees, being the prefumed original num- 
ber, of falt manufacturers, poflefling for 
their fupport 4 Begas individually, befides 
a rupee per Méenfem in rice, or moncy for 
their half year’s labour, with a furplus of | 
24 lacks of rupees sx Pool and Bherybandy 
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Bawesee Khurch, will make the total Mom 
Fufil Zemindary expences (as probably fet~ 
tled in 1722) rather more than 25 pércent., 
or 36 lacks, on the rent-roll of that period; 
being the Aufil Summa Toomary of fafier 
Khan, 


And if under Bawzee Zemeen wé allow 
20 Begas of the richeft land to be fet‘apart 
for the religious maintenance of each Braby 
min, admitting two to each village, con- 
fequently a legion of 50,009 for the whole 
country, the whole unappropriated funds 
for neceflary difburfements will be 46 lacks 
figca rupees. 


Though the colleétion of Soubabdary 
Aboabs fince cftablifhed on the original af- 
feffment cannot be attended with extraor- 
dinary charge, while levied rateably by the 
Zemindary jurifdittions, yet, in faét, néar 
3% per cent, additional hath been incurred 
under the head Mu/eoorat, on account of 
thofe newly-accumulated impofts, or of 
more extenfive agency; to which being 
added one third of expenditure for a like 
increafe in the quantity of falt manufactured 
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and annually confumed, together with 44 
lacks more to anfwer all farther contingen- 
cies, the total of charges will be 56 lacks, 
leaving a clear revenue to the fovereign 
from the Soubah intire af 4 crores 47 lacks: 
—thus, fuppofing a Zemindary deficiency 
of 1 grore 29 lacks from the net Malgoo- 
sary of 1171, befides a farther reduction 
of 1 crore 26 lacks on that fettlement, in 
1172, including together a pofitive unac- 
countable refumable yearly defalcation of 


at leaft 2 crores rupees, 
” 


Deduction from Hypothefis, 


If I offered a calculation on hypothefis 
I fhould go farther, and affign ta Bengal 
an atea of 90,000 Britith {quare miles, -of 
which. one jth hilly, jungly, barrett; one 
Sifih mottly unprodudtive, laying under 
water, towns, highways, woods, and plea- 
furable wattes 5 two fifths rich common 
pafturage, with plantations altogether ex- 
empted from taxation; and the remainder 
one fifth alone in cultivation, liable to the 
rents of territorial proprietory government 
at the eftablithed rate of the Rebda, or one 


[ 283 J 


fourth of the grofs produce of 18,000 
{quare miles, each of 1936 Begas, which, 
at a medium of the value of the ‘24 per- 
gunnahs, 17 rupees per Bega, fhould yield, 
exclufive of {alt profits, but including the 
foregoing collc@ion for charges, a revenue 
of 5 crores 22 lacks 72000 ficca rypges. 


General Reflections on the relative’ Circum- 
fiances of Great Britain and Britith India. 


Inftead of appearing to me extraordinary, 
I fhould rather be furpitfed at fo final! a 
revenue, when Great Britain, not fo popu- 
Jous in the fame extent, inclufive of land 
tax, yields a 1ental of 20 millions, fup- 
pofed to be only ove fourth realized by the 
tenantry, which is nearly four times the 
above eftimated fovereign’s revenue of 
Bengal :' but the relative wealth of nations 
depends on the wants of people and the 
farplus produce of their labour beyond in- 
ternal confumption for foreign fale, 


An Hindoo who at the end of the year 
ean fave two rupees from the proceeds of 
his induftry, rated at roo in the market, 
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is richer than an Exgli/fhman who, after in- 
curring two fhillings a day for perfonal 
expencé, fhould be able to lay by a profit’ 
of two guineas from his whole eflimated 
labqur of 100, 


Befides this, where foil is fertile, indo- 
lence increafes ; and in Bengal indolence is 
increafed by climate and religion; two 
fifths being pafturage untaxed, though it 
brings nothing to the fate, gives much to 
the people and workmen, being confined 
by Caf or Tribe to’ particular profeffions, 
are mere journeymen, without capital, and 
depending annually for advances, which 
muft be in proportion to the extia demand, 
combine to make the refources for a fund 
of opulence, comparatively fmall to thofe 
of the weflern hemifphere. ; 


’ The confideration of the drains of {pecie 
is alarming to many; but when we know 
that for twenty-five years {ucceflively a 
crore went to De/bi which never returned 
but circuitoufly by commeice; and al- 
though the Reports of 1773 ftate 5 crores 
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being exported from 1757 to 1763, yet the 
influx in that period was a crore of {pecie. 
Among the moft ferious miftakes of 
European philofophers and ftatefinen are, 
1ft, Such as occur in confidering the na- 
ture, extent, and influence of the trade of 
Bengal refpectively to the internal piof- 
perity of the country, or its foreign inte~ 
refts fubfervient to the views of the pro- 
tecting power of Britain—ad, A fuppofi- 
tion of the exiftance of a great comparative 
ftock of labour applicable to agriculture or 
manufactures, requiring a proportionate 
quantity of circulating fpecie, in addition 
to the large capital neceffary for annual 
reproduction, and capable of confiderable 
increafe by accumulation of profit— 3d, 
The condemnation of the Company’s pre~ 
fent mercantile fyftem as ruinous in draw- 
ing any, or fo large a portion of furplis 
manufatlured produce, inftead of the ancient 
greater pecuniary tribute, : 


1. The commerce of Bengal is of the 
fimpleft kind; the hufbandmen, to make 
good a moderate demand for cultivated 
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lands, carry the furplus to market, where 
it, is diftributed on two branches of inland 
trade; the one furnifhing the neceffaries of 
life to the rich, the other affording the 
raw materials for that part of the inhabi- 
tants who are manufacturers. 


The’ total pecuniary valuation of this 
commerce has varied in its ancient ftandard 
from three great events; the difcovery of 
American mines ; the paflageof the Cape of 
Good Hope; and the diffolution of the 
Muffulman empire-of Bejapoor. The ut- 
moft we can allow, from a verification from 
five years medium, ending 1785, of the 
Cuftorn-houfe rated colle@tion for the grofs 
trade of the Soubah, does not exceed 64 
crores ficca rupees, which, after its two- 
fold diftribution internally, may be fub- 
divided into, : 

x. Articles of prime ne- 
ceflity; rice, grain, &c., oil 
catried to inland market for 
Home confumption, about 
one twentieth exported - - 2 crores 

- g, Articles of fecond ne- 
ceflity; falt, beetle, fugar, 


[ 286 ] 


fpirits, iron, chinam, hemp, 
lack, paper, all for internal 
confumption, except 1 fifth 
exported in falt, opium, in- 
digo, and faltpetre - - 1 C, 20 lacks 
3. Articles of luxury; ‘ 
raw filk, cotton, filk manu- 
faGtured, including price of 
raw materials and labour, 
2 thirds for exportation to 
Europe, 1 crore 60 lacks, 
and 60 lacks to gulph, coafts, 
and iflands, in Indian feas ; 
leaving for home confump- 
tion 1 crore 10 lacks 3 C. 30 lacks 


The influence of fuch commerce in. fe- 
curing; with political certainty, internal 
profperity, as well as the liberal foreign 
protection of Great Britain, will appear 
beft after the following obfervations on the 
next heads. 


2. The fuppofition of a great compara- 
tive flock of labour in agriculture and ma- 


[ 287 ] 
nufactures, requiting a proportionate quan~ 
tity of circulating fpecie. 


‘Take the land in tillage in the courfe of 
the year, thirty-five millions fmalleft Re- 
yutty Begas, of which one third only, on a 
medium, is in culture in either of the three 
feafon's, Khereef, Rubbi, Bhadovy—we mutt 
reckon for every twenty-five Begas one la- 
bouring farmer with a family of five per- 
fons, of all ages and fizes, will make the 
aggregate peafantry, including manufac- 
turers, 8,400,000 in, the total of ten mil- 
lions of fouls. The total produce, eftima- 
ted at 6 1upees per Bega, will amount to 
‘20 crores rupees, being beyond the qua- 
druple of the largeft affigned rental to Go- 
vernment; to this add 3 crores for work 
of manufaturers, with rearers of -filk 
worms, the total value of the induftry-of 
the country is no more than 24 crores of 
rupecs for all the objects of fubfiltence, 
revenuc,- and commerce, 


The quantity of f{pecie required, is for 
the purpofes of commeice, the manufac- 
turer and hufbandman having little ufe of 
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pecuniary circulation: the amount of 
this commerce, as above flated, 64 crores, 
and of this, near 53 crores, exclufive of the 
amount of /air and fait revenue, fhould be 
received yearly into the ‘public exchequer, 
but is not fo long withheld, nor does it 
depend wholly on the three local fubdivi- 
fions of the Fyfillee or harveft {eafon, for 
the receipts come in by monthly inftall- 
ments, to re-iffue by the monthly difburfe- 
ments of Government; and the Exche- 
quer receipts, thus abforbing five fixths of 
the furplus product of the foil, we may 
fafely conclude that the circulating capital 
in {pecie is made to perform at leaft three 
revolutions annually, and that the fum’ 
a€tually required for current ufe, probably 
never exceeded 2 crores 20 lacks, or about 
one third of the whole value of exchange- 
able commodities fold in the courfe of the 
year. 
When Coffin Ali ve-coined annually, the 
_amount, eftimated by the duty of a per cent. 


paid, appears not to have exceeded 14 crore, 


Tf the circulating wealth be thus limited, 
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how much more fo will the profitable ca 
pital of annual reprodudtion be, 


Cattle being fed gratuitoufly, ten yoke 
of oxen, fufficient for the threefold culti- 
vation of 100 Begas of land, may be pur- 
chafed throughout Bengal for 40 rupees, one 
fifth more of that fum will provide ploughs, 
&c. The feed is favéd from annual produce, 
and for the whole country does not exceed 
20 lacks; fuppofe 14 crores to be the ag~ 
gregate wages of labour for the year, at 
17 to 18 rupees, to each individual of all 
ages, furnifhed by 35,000 Mokecdeman 
Reyuts, or chiefs of inferior Reyuts; yet 
as this fum is paid in provifion daily, or 
proportionate to the return of the triple ans 
mual harveft, by monthly inftallments; fo 
the amount in advance never can exceed 
one twelfth of the total in money or kind, 
we are certainly within bounds in eftima- 
ting the ‘whole ftock employed, or necef- 
fary' in agriculture, at lefs than 1% crore 
rupees, in the qutlay of which the farmers 
are more than amply repaid ‘by the profits 
of free pafturage, 
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In manufactures the capital neceffary, 
and ufually employing the whole’induftry 
fpared from agriculture, will be found lefs 
in proportion than what hath.been affigned 
to the greater divifion of agricultural la- 
bour; all the raw filk produced in the 
country, and chiefly for foreign ‘exporta- 
tion, may be valued, prime coft,*at so 
lacks, but of this fum fcarcely one thirtieth 
part can be laid out in the purchafe of Co- 
toons, or rude material in its original mer- 
cable ftate, and being advanced at dif- 
ferent times of the year, according’ to the 
fuccefive Buns, or crops, varying in num- 
ber from three to fix of the mulberry and 
product of the worm, the amount re- 
quired in any given period becomes ex~ 
tremely fmall, and will probably: be re- 
turned in fale,to the firft dealer, before his 
flock can be employed in a fecond opéra- 
tion, Again, the labour of winders, cdn- 
ftituting the remainder of the price, is 
only paid in monthly wages, aud, for the 
moft part, turnéd to profit‘in courfe of the 
fame fhort interval, while all the offices 
and implements of work required through 
out Bengal for this particular occupation, 
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exglufive of the Company’s factories, with 
more recent filature buildings, cannot ex- 
ceed a lack; fothat, perhaps, the trading 
ftock conflantly employed in the whole pf 
this fpecies of manufacture, until it falls 
into the hands of the great foreign ex- 
porter,-who is often in advance for the 
whole yearly produce, may reafonably be 
eftimated under ten lacks of rupees, 


In like manner in all the Copa/t, Kenp 
‘or Kerpas, being the Hindooy, Bengalee, 
Shanferit, and Arabic terms ufed indifcri- 
minately for cotton in its rudeft ftate, with 
feed of native growth, in two unequal 
yearly harvefts, may be four lacks of 
Maunds; which, when cleanfed and dref- 
fed for fale, after lofing three fourths of 
its original grofs weight, will ftill fetch at 
the firft market, under the changed deno- 
mination, of Ray, Pomba, and the Arabic 
Keten, about 12 lacks of rupees; and to 
ithis may be added fix, or a third more, for * 
the value of. what is annually imported - 
from Surat, but chiefly from Mirzapore, 
inthe Zemindary of Bengres; requiring to- 
wgether a capital of eighteen lacks for the 
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full purchafe of rude materials ufed in all 
the valuable cloth manufactures of ‘Bengal, 
whether for home confumption or foreign 
exportation : the quantity of, cotton thus 
employed is, however, always bought by, 
or delivered out in infinite detail to, the 
Kettenees, or {pinners, and generally in ‘pro- 
portion to their monthly work, which is at 
once fo laborious and cheap, when under 
circumftances of the moft perfect freedom 
from all reftraints of the fovereign, the 
merchant, or any of their proper agents, 
that though the price of fine thread fpun, 
after lofing a third more of its weight in 
farther refinement, is enhanced to fixteen 
times the value of the raw material, yet, 
and it is a very remarkable fact founded 
on the moft experienced credible informa- 
tion, this labour fearcely yields a fub- 
fiftence of 9 Annas, ov about eighteen pence 
per menfem, being no more than three far- 
things a day to each individual, of a corps 
of induftrious poor, perhaps eight hundred 
thoufand in all, whofe work the world be- 
fides could not fupply; a fa&, indeed, 
which might appear altogether wonderful, 
if it were not at the fame time obferved, 
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that the greater part of this body of people 
is compofed of women belonging to the 
families ‘of the hufbandmen or manufactu. 
rers, and who could not otherwife be more 
ufefully employed, at leaft during the hot 
and rainy feafons of the year. However 
this may be, fuppofing the number of 
weavers,’ whether mafters or journeymen, 
throughout the country to be three hun« 
dred thoufand, employed in working up 
annually three millions of pieces of cloth, 
worth, at prime coft, two crore and eighty 
lacks of ‘rupees, including about 15 lacks 
for the value of filk piece goods, yet as 
the amount of thread is not above half the 
price of the finithed manufaduure, and that 
the capital laid out in the purchafe of fuch 
materials feldom or never can equal tHe 
confumption of two months labour, fo the 
whole produtive ftock at any time requir 
red, or a€tually in ufe, for completing all 
thofe beautiful fabrics, fo much the objeé& 
of our admiration, after allowing a loom 
of fix rupees to be renewed once in twenty 
years for every workman, will not exceed 
25 lacks of rupees, being rather lefs than 
the eleventh. part of the full advances made 
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by the great interior or foreign exporting 
merchant. On the whole we may vén- 
ture to ftate, as inconteftable, that the ut- 
mott grofs capital of every kind employed, 
poffible to be fo, under prefent local cir- 
cumftances, with the limited demand from 
abroad, in a yearly reprodudion, valued 
at 24 crores of rupees, to anfwer the rent, 
profits, or ftock, and ‘wages of labour in 
all the various branches of agriculture, 
manufactures, internal commerce, falls 
rather fhort of one, fixth of the amount 
produced, or four crores of rupees, of 
which two thirds may and fhould conftantly 
be, in fome fhape or other, at the /o/e out- 
lay or, rifque of the Englith Eaft-India 
Company, as fovereign agent or merchant, 
to {et in motion a proportionate thare of all 
the induftry of the country, thus deftined 
to feed fo many millions, perhaps, of the 
pooreft relatively, though independantly 
the ticheft, moft ufeful, civilized, inoffen- 
five, peaceable bady of fubjects now exift- 
ing on the face of the earth. 


Thirdly and Jaftly, the moft dangerous 
prevalent error is that which reprefents 


[ 295 ] 

_ the Company’s mercantile fyftem as ruinous 
in exporting any, or fo large a portion of 
the furplus produce of their territorial ac- 

. quifitions in India, without receiving the 
uftial.or adequate returns in fpecie or other 
exchangeable merchandize : butfurely thofe 
who have adopted this miftake were unin- 
formed of, or did not avert to, three prin« 
cipal, + local, or experienced, analogous 
facts, which feem irrefiftibly and decifively 
to determine all the merits of the queftion; 


ft. That the Moghul Emperors, for- 
merly poffeffors of Hindoftan, when its 
profperity was fuppofed to be greateft, 
drew an annual revenue from Bengal of at 
leaft one crore of ficca rupees in money, 
which never again returned into the circu- 
lation of the country, unlefs through the 
operations of commerce, itll exifting pot 
fibly on a larger fcale, and in a different 
‘channel; and that’ the prefent reprefenta-, 
tive fovereigns, now intitled at leaft to the 
fame neat landed income, give up the claim 
of pecuniary tribute, becaufe the importa- 
tion of f{pecie has ceafed inafmuch as they 
were themfelves before inftrumental to its 
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influx, and are henceforth contented to re- 
ceive the regal duties, in revolving manu- 
fa€tured produation of the people’s labour ; 
in fupport of which they are become 
highly interefted, locally, in behalf of the 
poor native inhabitants, and nationally, 
on account of the great important advan- 
tages derived from this chief provincial do- 
main of the Britifh empire in India. ‘ 


adly. That the people of this country, 
generally, never had, or can have, the 
fmalleft occafion for any foreign’ importa- 
tion of goods, the neceflaries or fuperflui- 
ties of life, raw or wrought up, excepting 
perhaps a third of the cotton ufed in home 
manufa€tures, and which hath of late 
years neceffarily been furnithed from abroad 
on account of the fudden increafed demand 
from Europe, ,together with Hindooftany 
indolence, requiring the fpur of heavy ex- , 
aGions, to turn the attention of the pea- 
fantry from the exclufive enlarged private 
gain of graziers, to, the narrowed more 
public benefits of agriculture ; and that the 
woollens, lead, copper, warlike ftores, ary. 
ticles of provifion, &c. annually brought 
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from the other parts of the world, are 
folely to fupply the confumption of fo- 
reignerg, luxurious Muffulman natives, or 
ambitious neighbouring rulers, defirous of 
introducing among their foldiery the cloath- 
ing, arms, ‘and accoutrements, with fuch- 
like outward appendages of that military 
difcipline which, in latter times, hath fo 
powerfully fuftained the fhock of unre- 
ftrained tyrannic defpotifm, in its wild, 
ungovernable career, returning to firft 
principles of barbarous anarchy. 


And, 3dly, That the united proprietory 
reprefentative fovereiguty of the lands of 
Bengal is virtually, in right, poffeffion, 
fact, and relative circumftances, but on a 
large imperial fcale, almaft precifely what 
private individual territorial property was in 
fome provinces of North America, and what 
ftill continues to be univerfally through~ 
out the Weft-India Iflands, with refpect to 
local or more extenfive national interefts of 
the high, ruling, protecting ftate of Bri- 
tain, and differing only in the defcriptive 
.,terms of conquered and colonized depen- 
dencies, the former laboured, by freemen, 
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the latter by flaves; and though it be no- 
torioufly known, that the yearly produce, 
rude and manufactured, of the Weft In- 
dies has been exported for a century paft 
tothe mother country, and there confumed, 
for the moft part, without any adequate 
returns having been made, either in {pecie 
or exchangeable merchandi..c, yet-it néver 
entered into the mind of man to: fay, or 
fuppofe, that this commerce was ruinous 
to our infular poffeflions ; but rather, on 
the contrary, beneficial in proportion to its 
extent; and that if France or Spain hath 
preferved more entive, or turned to better 
account, territorial acquilitions in the fame 
quarter of the world, it is chiefly to be 
afcribed’to the genius of a government 
which unites every idea of 1ight, dominion, 
and siational wealth-under the fimple power 
of defpotifm, which is ever found moft 
efficientin maintaining with promptenergy, 
a diftant control, and drawing forth the 
induftry of foreign enervated fabjedts, 
neceflarily ruled by vice royal or other de- 
‘legated adminiftration, 


It would be unfair, then, to fix on others 
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a conclufion which we muft deem grofély- 
erroneous, without knowing whether they 
do, or can, proceed on the fame grounds 

of fact as influence our own opinions 3 and 

therefore, without farther anticipation of 
what might’ be faid on the fubjeét, we fhall 

content ourfelves for the prefent in ftating 

fimply to what the amount of the exports 
in queftion are or fhould be made from 

Bengal in lieu of tribute,. without any 
‘proportionable importation in return, and 
how far they appear beneficial to the En- 
glith, exclufive of all concomitant political 
advantages from the poffeffion of fuch an 
extenfive empire in the midft of the efta- 
blithments of other rival European fates s 

by confidering thefe exports metely asa 
branch of the public revenue, involved 
neceffarily in two operations of cominerce, 
the one direct from India, the other indi- 

rect by the way of China. 


. In refpeét to the former, it appears 
(Appendix 24, Ninth Report Seleé Com- 
mittee of the Commons, 1783) on a mew 

. dium of. 4 years, ending in 1779, that the 
prime coft of piece goods from Bengal 
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‘arhounted ‘annually to current rupees 49, 
32382, which, eftimated at the Company’s 
then rate of exchange, being two fhillings. 
“per current rupee, make £.493,238 fter- 
ling. 


National Income-on that Capital under.the 


Heads of Changes. 
Cuftoms paid to. Government 
annually . °- - ~ £301,094 
Freight, demorrage, and 5 per. 
cent, warchoufe - - = °96,774 


Profits accruing to the Eaft- 
India Company ==. = =: 104,520 


£502,385 

‘Now, fuppofing the inveftment increaf- 

ed this year, as defired, to one crore of ficca 

rupees, giving up the privilege of export- 

ing raw filk to individuals, then the na- 

_ tional gains, nearly in the proportion of 

one.and a third more, may be eftimated 

at_ £41,172, 231, of which £-700,000 for 
cuftoms to Government, 


[ 30: ] 


“On the fame authority, anid from a like 
yéarly. maediuni ‘calculation of the trade of 
China, it- appears that the prime. coft of, 

tea imported into England is £.24454.13. 


“The national Income on,that Capital under 
the Heads of Charges. 


Cuftoms fad to Government 
annually +=, - - 
Freight, demorrage, and 5 per 


. Cent. warehoufe *% > « .- 
Profit to the Eaft-India Com- 


pany mos oS 


£.218,862 


_-193:927 


170,582 


caer meee eet 


£:583137% 


ns i as 


Total grofs average fales — 


in. 1779, after dedu&- 
ing 64 ber cent, dif- 
count’. ae 


To which we apprehend may 
be farther added . 


Revenue - of. excife on this 


" amount annually. ona mo-. 


derate eflimate . . 9. - 


£827,784. 


£400,000 


[ 302 J 

Then, it 1s to be obferved, that of the 
capital required in fo beneficial a commerce, 
the fum of two hundred thoufand pounds 
has been, or ought yearly to be, fupplied 
from the Prefidency of Fort William, as 
it may be done with the greateft facility, 
convenience, and advantage, without any 
exportation of fpecie, by remittances, made 
to China, for fales of opium, through an 
exclufive company of private merchants, 
trading on their proper accounts to the 
eaftern coafts and iflands from Calcutta ; 
and that all the Britifh income forthcoming 
‘from this reduced capital, calculated on 
the foregoing fcale of national profits, will 
not exéeed £.804,679 yearly, of which 
_ only a third, or £.268,226, properly be- 
longs.to the Soudab of Bengal, the reft! be- 
ing furnifhed from Bahar. Yet, even this 
camount, being} with the clear produce of 
piece goods, a total annual public gain of 
more than one million four hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterling, of which nine htin- 
dred thoufand in cuftoms or excife, being 
the intereft at 4 per cent. of twenty three 
millions of the national debt, make the 
commerce of ‘Bengal, as derived from the 
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territorial revenues of our poffeffions there, 
an objé& of the fiuft national importance 3 
and we infift, and will maintain, that fuch, 
768 even a more extenfive trade than is now 
“carried on by the Eaft-India Company, in 
‘exports from thence without returns of ex- 
changeable merchandize, is fo far from be- 
ing deftrutive to the country, that the 
neceflary ftandard of finance, the eafe, 
welfare and profperity of the fociety at 
large, particularly the clafs of mannfac- 
tures, abfolutely atid almoft entirely de- 
pend on its continuance; while fixty lacks 
of foreign remaining good, for exportation 
mutt be deemed a moft liberal, equitable 
allowance for all the othcr European Com- 
pdhys, or mercantile adventurers, efpe-_ 
cially to thofe who, after perpetrating a 
moft atrocious murderous deed of rivalfhip, 
to be forgiven, not forgotten, by Britons, 
are ftill fo jealous of {ecuring exclufively 
the trade of their own eaftern poffeffions. 





